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Kabariti averts showdown with 

i 

j 

Islamists over recent detentions 


jPP*- defended his government's recent crack- 

ost al, Lh:: lajiy down against Hamas activists during 
' l ^‘ rt ~ :i Wednesday’s Lower House session. He 
modems mt. v said the government was committed to the 
31 make \ ,> u !tt | security of the country which could not be 
1 we though! :o irr. 5 j compromised and that all detainees will be 
5 to :he r^i'Cfe V dealt with in accordance to the law. 

* Mr Kabarid was responding to an attack 
by IAF deputy Abdallah Akaileh who ac- 
«? , „ r. cused the government of being dragged 
tt CO sortwai* “ lto a confrontation with its own citizens 
over the peace process. The recent deten- 
*'sb\;es s:j:tc si-jug. tion of a number of Islamist activists in 
mt-i .-ri- 11 ;: ” Jordan has been confirmed by Prime Min- 
ie report. fster Abdel Karim Kabariti in bis meeting 

with the Lower House's Foreign Relations 


or of PC 5:-::u Mr Kabariti also denied that the recent 
1 »IDC 1. : r-it-c 7. anti-terrorist meeting held in Egypt had se- 
sented i;.;* net clauses. 

forld m, X.c: ’A *5 i Islamist deputy Dr Bassam Umoush 
VI. Lcr..; \ \ 0 -.' confirmed the detentions. But while reiter- 

r,” an; i;-. Prime Minister’s statement on 

“ J "‘ the legal rights of the detainees, he empha- 
2-morf.h sized his objection to the detentions. He 

vM- added that Hamas does not exist in Jordan 
ce.T.prvr.-. At*’as an organization, though there are only 
■alls . Vrr:: three Jordanian citizens who represent Ha- 

ir'ci PC I-i ' r ~ mas in Jordan. 

x. and e- 1 ‘ in his meeting with members of the 


Lower House 
Tuesday, the 
Prime Minister 
said Jordan bas 
been exposed to 
36 terrorist ac¬ 
tions aimed at 
several officials, 
public figures, 
and institutions 
during the last six 
months. Howev¬ 
er, Kabariti did 
not allude to the 
perpetrators or to 
the states which 
stood behind 
them. But he ex¬ 
plained that such 
plots were meant 
to undermine Jor¬ 
dan's security 
and stability. He added that such issues 
could not be tolerated and that no one was 
above the law. Hie meeting was attended 
by Lower House Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
and a number of cabinet ministers. 

Islamist deputy Dr Tbeib Abdallah, who 
is also head of the Human Rights Commit¬ 
tee in Lower House, told The Star that the 
arrests were limited in number and did not 
exceed '*20 persons, five of them were re¬ 
leased, and the rest will be released short¬ 
ly." 

“They were arrested on suspicion of 



their ties to illegal organizations. But till 
now no evidence was presented against 
them," Abdallah said. He said that "the re¬ 
cent anti-terrorism summit in Egypt may 
have prompted the government to take 
such precautionary measures." 

He quoted security sources as saying 
that three of those arrested were carrying 
explosive materials and weapons and were 
trying to cross into the occupied territo¬ 
ries. ‘They will be sent to court within two 
days." 


An official at the Arab Organization for 
Human Rights (AOHR) in Amman ex¬ 
pressed his concern over the latest arrests 
and confirmed that the organization had re¬ 
ceived some complaints but that the 
AOHR had no specific numbers of those 
arrested. “These arrests are unacceptable. 
This will raise doubts over the liberalism 
of the Kabariti government," said Labib 
Kamhawi, president of the AOHR. 

Observers believe Mr Kabariti’s meet¬ 
ing with the deputies was aimed at water¬ 
ing down any strong reaction from Parlia¬ 
ment, especially the Islamic bloc, against 
the latest arrests. But they added that the 
latest arrests will create tension between 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF) and the 
government, especially if hunting down 
Muslim activists becomes a state policy. 

A source told The Star that the coining 
days will reveal a number of surprising de¬ 
velopments. He said Israel is negotiating 
with Jordan the possibility of deporting al¬ 
leged Hamas and Islamic Jihad activists 
from the occupied territories to Jordan, es¬ 
pecially those who hold Jordanian pass¬ 
ports. According to the same source the 
past two days witnessed such discussions 
between a senior Israeli defense official 
and a top Jordanian military personnel. 

Hamas' representative in Amman, Mr 
Mohamad Nazal, left Jordan for Syria two 
weeks ago. The two other Jordanians with 
Hamas connections, Ibrahim Ghousheh 
and Emad Al Aiami, were ordered by the 


authorities to inform the police of their 
whereabouts every 10 hours. These meas¬ 
ures came for two reason; according to the 
source, one for their own protection and 
the other to limit their activities including 
giving press statements. 

Hamas and other Palestinian opposition 
factions have a strong base in most Pales¬ 
tinian refugee camps in Jordan. Their rep¬ 
resentatives control most council seats in 
these camps. The local authorities have re¬ 
portedly arrested supporters of these fac¬ 
tious, which include the banned Fateh Al 
Intifada, in the past years, but late last year 
many of them were released. Most of these 
faction are opening offices in Amman un¬ 
der guise of research 
centers. There activ- - - 
ities are limited to 

propaganda through m 
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polices. 

Kabariti explained that Jordanian- 
Kuwaiti relations are on the right course 
and are being gradually restored. Kabariti 
added that healthy Arab relations have to 
be established on mutual respect and the 
non-interference in the internal affairs of 
others. 

As for the issue of Iraq, Mr Kabariti said 
that Jordan will never be a bridge for any 
aggression against Iraq and that the fight¬ 
ers that Jordan is scheduled to obtain will 
not be directed against Iraq. He added that 
Jordanian pilots will not be part of the sur¬ 
veillance flights over Iraqi territories. ■ 
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World Tourism Conference in Amman 

Tourism for sustainable development 


After the sentencing, Shbeilafs 
case becomes center of legal debate 
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By Bany Pollens 

Special to The Star 
FRESH HOPES and optimism 
have surged in tourism circles 
as the World Tourism Organi¬ 
zation held a two-day unprece¬ 
dented meeting in Amman. 

Participants at the seminar 
which included representatives 
from over 13 different coun¬ 
tries in the region, and other 
countries and experts with vast 
experience in tourism industry 
discussed tbe role of tourism in 
achieving a sustainable devel¬ 
opment in tbe Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA). 

Over the years, despite the 
region's tourism industry tre¬ 
mendous potential, it has 
greatly suffered as a result of 
past of hostility. Bur with the 
recenr peace initiatives, and 
peace treaties signed, tourism 
has been supported by regional 
trade that is expected to be one 


of the most vibrant indus- M 
tries in tbe future. H 

Jordan, though often ^ 
described as the cross- F 
roads of the Middle East 
because of its location ■; 
which strategically makes ■*. 
it a natural tourist center, B ; 
has not been able to reap B| 
the potentials of tourism. B? 

Tbe Minister of Tour- Bjj 
ism, Saleh Irsheidat told 
the conference: “As a t 
result of the peace treaty 
signed between Jordan 
and Israel and the general • j 
peace atmosphere prevail¬ 
ing in the region, the 
Middle East area is wit¬ 
nessing unprecedented [_ 

growth rates in the num- ^ 
ber of arrivals and tour- g ea 
ism receipts." 

Tbe participants who 
called for tbe elimination of 
barriers and cooperation in 


Minister of Tourism, Dr Saleh Irsheidat (left), 
Secretary-General of WTO, Mr Antonio Savignac 


regional tourism, also dis¬ 
cussed international travel mar¬ 


kets, future expansion of the 
regional tourism industry and 


ways to attract investment 
tourism projects in the region. 

Mr Antonio Savignac, sec¬ 
retary general of World Tour¬ 
ism Organization (WTO) 
stressed the need for both 
regional and international 
coordination to achieve sus¬ 
tainable growth and 
development 

Mr Savignac told The Star 
that the WTO meeting in Jor¬ 
dan is very significant, “it 
probably could not have been 
organized six or seven years 
ago." Holding this meeting 
here and bringing together 
many experts with different 
countries experience to dis¬ 
cuss. is one of the ways we 
can help to promote tourism in 
the region he added. 

The Madrid-based WTO, 
which has 135 nation members 
is an executing agency for the 

Continued on page 2 


AMMAN (Star)— The State Security Court’s 
three-year sentence of Mr Leith Shbealat, presi¬ 
dent of the Jordanian Engineers Association 
(JEA) on Sunday, came few days 
before official registration for 
candidates running for the empty 
parliamentary seat in tbe Balqa 
Govemorare was due to begin. 

The by-election will be held on 
15 April. Mr Shbeilat had 
announced earlier his intention to 
run for the post. Tbe concurrence 
of the two events has led to a 
controversial legal debate among 
lawyers. 

A number of legal questions 
are in need of answers. Can 
Shbeilat stand for Parliament 
now that he was convicted? 

How does his right to an appeal 
affect the outcome of his bid? Shbeilat 
And is his case considered a 
political or a criminal one? 

Article 18 of the electoral law states that “a 
candidate standing for Parliament should not 
have been .sentenced for a period of more than 
one year for a non-political crime, and for which 
he bas not been pardoned.” 

Legal experts explain that a court's decision is 
only valid when all channels of appeal have been 



exhausted. In Shbeilat’s case the court's verdict 
is not final or decisive. 

His sentence is subject to appeal within a 
period of 30 days and Shbeilat’s 
army of defense committee 
have already announced their 
intention to take the case to the 
Court of Cassation. According 
to legal experts. Shbeilat’s law¬ 
yers may opt to delay their offi¬ 
cial request for an appeal until 
the last week of the 30-day 
grace period allowed by law. 
This, they add, should deny 
prosecution the opportunity to 
get a final verdict from the 
Court of Cassation before the 
closing day of the contestation 
period for the Balqa elections. 

On the other hand, if Shbei- 
lat’s candidacy is to be con¬ 
tested his offense must not be 
classified as a political one. But is Shbeilat's 
offence, mainly slandering the King, a political 
one? 

Lawyer Mohammed Subeihi states that “con¬ 
stitutionally and legally, a political crime, what¬ 
ever the sentence, does not contradict witb 

Continued on page 3 


By William Drozdiak 
LA TIMES-WASHINGTON POST 
News Service 

PARIS—American pop star 
Michael Jackson and Saudi tycoon 
Prince Waleed bin Taiai 
announced Tuesday tbe launching 
of a mammoth show-business ven¬ 
ture designed to promote “family 
values” throughout the world. 

The two blends, who began plan¬ 
ning their mega-project when the; 
met 18 months ago at the Euro Dis¬ 
neyland theme park outside Paris, 
told a news conference that the; 
intend to develop films, concerts, 
theme parks, hotels, restaurants, 
television programs and comic 
books that would respond to a 
yearning for global Family 
entertainment. 

The partnership, known as King¬ 
dom Entertainment, was described 
by Jackson as “a long-awaited 
dream come true.” He said he had 
discovered during die coarse of his 
relationship with King Fahd’s 
nephew—whose holdings in half a 
dozen countries are estimated to be 
worth $10 billion—somebody who 
shared tbe same goals and strate¬ 
gies “for the development of a total 
integrated global entertainment 
complex.” 

“The prince and myself will com¬ 
bine human and financial resources 
to be successful in aQ phases of the 
multimedia revolution,” Jackson 
said, reading a short written state¬ 
ment After signing some docu¬ 
ments and posing for photogra¬ 
phers, Jackson and the prince fled 
the stage and refused to answer 
questions. 

KhaHri al-Mansotir, an American 
lawyer based in San Francisco who 
is close to the prince and has 
advised him on investments in the 


Michael Jackson, Saudi tycoon 
launch venture designed to 
promote ( family values ’ 


United States and - - 

Africa, said what iW' 
brought the two 
men together was a 
determination to 
use their “wealth Hip V 
and shared human- ^ 

istic vision to pro- ' 

mote cultural diver- V mj 

sity based on a m . 

philosophy of B - 

respect for family B —yjr' JjB jjfc 

values.” Hk B,Bfi^ JH 

AI-Mansour 
brushed off sngges- 
tions that Jackson’s 

failed marriage to ^^^B 

Lisa Marie Presley B'JJI 

and controversial 
friendships with 

W °tS Jackson and Prince Walid-a hit duo? 
status as a 

defender of family .. . , , , n 

values. He said the prince con- °W Si ^ er ^ t * ie , 

ducted “exhaustive studies” into year-oldSamfr prince were seeking 

Jackson’s past and concluded he to uphold Did they betieve that the 

was the victim of “very unfair and ,deal *“% based 011 

very unfortunate rumors. monogamy, as in Western culture, 

“The prince would never risk his or on polygamy, as in Islamic 

reputation and character if he was cul i t “^/ .. _ 

not absolutely convinced that his Al-Mansour said the new group 
partner was equally fit and proper was trying to develop a culture that 
and weD qualified to represent fam- was respectful of family values, but 
fly values,” al-Mansour said. one that did not make any presenp- 

Nonetheless, it was still unclear tions about such choices, 
alter Tuesday’s publicity blitz wbat 111 his statement, Jackson said his 
kind of values tbe reclusive 37-year- y ears « during made him “pnvy 


to the heartbeats of mil¬ 
lions of fans who willingly 
shared with me then- 
hopes, loves, fears and, 
most importantly, their 
desire for a better life. It 
was during this time that I 
first began to appreciate 
that the proper approach 
to global family entertain¬ 
ment could go a long way 
in addressing these 
concerns.” 

The prince’s adviser, al- 
Mansour, spoke rather 
vaguely about the family 
philosophy that supposedly 
gave birth to Kingdom 
Enter t ainmen t 

“We’re talking about 
more love, understanding 
and communication 
between parents and their 
children. We want to find 
useful ways to channel the energy of 
children. If they can learn Michael 
Jackson’s lyrics by heart, why can’t 
they also be tanght to learn science 
with the same enthusiasm?” 

But if the message remains to be 
fully formulated, there is no doubt 
that the means at the disposal of 
this unlikely duo are formidable. 

Besides his singing talent; Jack- 
son has proved to be a shrewd busi¬ 
nessman and a marketing genins. 

Continued on page 3 



• LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: Mike Tyson connects with a blow to the head of 
Frank Bruno to win the World Boxing Council Championship with a TKO in 
the 3rd round at the MGM Grand Hotel March 16 in Las Vegas. UPI Photo. 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


Prince Hassan 
celebrates 49th birthday 


■ His Royal 
Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 
the Regent cele¬ 
brated his 49th 
birthday yester- | 
day. Prince Has¬ 
san was bom in 
Amman on 20 
March 1947. In 
1965 he was 
named as Crown 
Prince by His 
Majesty King 
Hussein. 

An Oxford 
educated scholar. 

Prince Hassan is 
very active in 
public life. Tire¬ 
lessly working 
on the domestic 
and international 
fronts, the Prince has particular interest in advancing peace, 
democracy, human rights and inter-faith dialogue between 
the great religions. He was the force behind the opening of 
the Royal Institute of Inter-faith Dialogue in 1994. 

Prince Hassan is very active in the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess. believing that peace is fundamental to an economically 
vibrant region. 

An intellectual. Prince Hassan has written several books on 
the Palestinian problem and inter-faith, a subject that is dear 
to his heart. 

Prince Hassan is married to HRH Princess Sarvath and has 
three daughters: HRH Princesses Rahma. Sumaya. and 
Badiah and one son. HRH Prince Rashid 

On his birthday. Prince Hassan was active as usual, and 
receiving dignitaries as well. He also visited the PNA Minis¬ 
ter of Information Elias Freij who was recovering from a lung 
infection in one of Amman's hospitals. 


into the appeal. The point is 
whether the Cassation Court's 
decision would help to define 
Shbeilat's charge, especially if 
the prisoner won the elections! 
Or whether the three-year term 
in Jweideh Correction and 
Rehabilitation Centre would 
really curtail, shorten, and 
prune Shbeilat's tongue! 


will be going into operation 
first. 

The Jordanian and Isracji 
sides agreed to extend their 
normal'daily working hours: 
the crossings will be closed at 
10 pm on weekdays and 8 pm 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 



Fix your private car 
for 30 April 

■ The Jordan-Israel accord on 
transport will take effect on 1 
April. Traffic between the two 
countries will include buses, 
cars, and tourist vehicles. 

General Manager of the 
Parto Corp. and head of the 
Jordanian side in the joint 
committee Dr Dureid Mahas- 
neh, said that owing to the 
temporary lack of preparation 
of the Sheikh Hussein Bridge, 
public transport between the 
two countries will be diverted 
through Aqaba-Eilai. and 
Eilar-VVadi Araba crossings. 
As the lime of the opening 
coincides with seasonal vaca¬ 
tions in Israel, around 100.Q0U 
Israeli tourists and visitors arc 
expected to arrive in Jordan. 
Mahasneh added that private 
cars on both sides will be 
allowed to cross the borders by 
the end of April. He also said 
ihat as of 5 May. public buses 
will have Fixed schedules in 
both countries. In fact the Jor¬ 
danian side has already estab¬ 
lished a special bus transport 
company for this purpose, but 
the public transport company 


Rimawis not guilty 

The Criminal Court ruled ear¬ 
lier this 




Al Rimawi 


week r jmriT .. 
that 

Fahad F 1 

A) . 

Rimawi, 

Al . *- 

Majd's V : 

Chief - l wrfTlf); 

editor is 
not 

guilty of |f 

charge AUliaumi 
of harm¬ 
ing Jordan's bilateral relations 
with Bahrain. 

The Chief Judge. Mr Jihad 
Al Khasawneh said the court 
has proved that the puhiished 
article was not written by the 
defendant, and its publication 
did no harm to Jordan's rela¬ 
tions with Bahrain. He added 
that doubling writers' honesty 
leads to curtailing freedom. 

The court’s decision also 
stated that the attributed deed 
is not a crime, it is only an 
article by a Bahraini citizen 
who called upon his country's 
government to end the services 
of the British officer Ian Hen¬ 
derson as the head of Bahrini 


Kabariti’s commitment to professional associations 


■ Kabariii's meeting this 
week with the Council of 
professional trade unions is 
seen as the first step in keep¬ 
ing the promise he gave to 
the Lower House. 

The reports published on 
the meeting underlined the 
Prime Minister's commit¬ 
ment to support ihcsc associ¬ 
ations and to enable them to 
better serve the country and 
strengthen their role. The 
Prime Minister also reiter¬ 
ated the Government's inten¬ 
tion to lighten relations with 
the trade unions through 
responsible dialogue, with a 
view to reaching the proper formula that ena¬ 
bles them to take up their tasks in full. 

Trade unions and professional associations 


are well-known as a powerful 
movement that has been 
playing an effective role in 
the socio-economic and polit¬ 
ical life of the people. 
Recently, they served a hard 
blow to attempts of normali¬ 
zation with Israel. If the 
Prime Minister means to 
assist the trade unions in fos¬ 
tering their current programs, 
then'he will be fighting 
against himself. But if by the 
incorporation in his cabinet 
uf one of the council's mem¬ 
bers. and the imprisonment 
of another, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter aims al the reshaping of 
the trade union movement into a new form, 
ihcn it is the movement itself which will have 
to give the final word! 


Intelligence, exactly os the 
Jordanian leadership did with 
Glubb Pasha in the 1950s. So 
the article constitutes a posi¬ 
tive step as far as Jordan- 
13 ah raini relations arc con¬ 
cerned. In fact the liberaliza¬ 
tion of the Jordanian army has 
become a national dav in the 


country. 


Three years for 
tongue curtailment! 

■ Last Sunday, the civil panel 
of the State Security Court 
<SSC) sentenced the chairman 
of the Jordan Engineers Asso¬ 
ciation Laith Shbeilat for three 
years in prison. The engineer 
who has been detained for 
nearly three months was facing 
charges for slander against 
their Majesties the King and 
the Queen, and Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The SSC verdict is subject to 
appeal at the Cassation Court 
within 30 days. Lawyer Jawad 
Yunis. of Shbeilat's defence 


committee, said he would 
impugn the SSC decision. 

Though the SSC decision 
doesn't define Shbeilat's con¬ 
viction as political or penal, 
the Court knows very well 
that, even during his detention, 
Shbeilat decided to run for the 
elections for the vacant seat in 
the district of Balqa. 

From a procedural .point of 
view, candidacy for the Lower 
House should be submitted 25 
days before the fixed date of 
ballotting ( IS April). while the 
time span for contesting the 
SSC decision expires on 17 
April. No one knows how long 
it would take the Court to look 


Jordan’s F 16 and Iraq: who should we believe? 


Lecture at 
American Center 

■ Mr Graham Fuller, a senior 
political scientist at the RAND 
Coporation in Washington 
will present a lecture on the 
‘Geopolitics of Islam' at the 
American Center Auditorium 
of the US Embassy in 


Amman. Monday. 25 March, 
at 0 pm. 

Mr Fuller is a specialist in 
Russian and Middle Eastern 
Studies. He spent most of his 
20 year career of foriegn ser¬ 
vices in the Middle East. 
Between 1982-1986. Fuller 
was oppointed National Intelli¬ 
gence Office for near East and 
South Asia at the CIA. 


■ Minister of Informa- Fjjjfimgraai 

tlon Dr Marwan Muasher 

denied that the US-made 

F16 would be used in war . 

against Iraq, said Al Ahli ; 

Weekly. He added that ^i 
the operations of these , 

war planes will be con- K 
fined to surveillance mis- \ V a 

sions in southern Iraq in ^ 

compliance with UN 2 

resolutions. 

On the other Jiand, §| 

Ahli said that statements B 

of US administration offi- Muasher 
dais show that the US 
agreed to supply Jordan 
with 34 F16 war planes in line with US 


A- d 


—-- security and economic interests. It 

p. . went on to say that the US Defense 

Hk ' Secretary William Perry stated 

that the $200 million fighters 
' granted to Jordan are incompatible 

with the huge economic and politi- 
cal interests and benefits which the 
US would gain from such a deal. 
^9 Perry explained that Jordanian 

pilots will operate these planes in 
IT. surveillance of the NATO-marked 

Bjk space area in southern Iraq, and in- 

checking the movement of Iraqi 
infantry and air force activities in 

- 1 that region. Who do we believe 

. then, the supplier of war raonger- 
ing machines, or the nice-looking 
information minister? 


New Jordanian ambassador to 
Israel 


■ Hie new Jordanian ambassador 
to Israel, Mr Omar Al Rifai has pre¬ 
sented his credentials to Israeli 
President Ezcr Wcizman. 

Mr Rifai is the second Jordanian 
ambassador to Israel in almost hair 
a year of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. He was 
preceded by Dr Marwah’ Miiasfier. 
who was called 'back' ro the post of 
Minister of Information in thc'Kdb- 
ariti cabinet. 



Tourism for sustainable 


development 


Continued from page 1 

United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) which aims 
at linking rations organisa¬ 
tions and studying general 
problems facing the tourism 
industry. It also helps to facili¬ 
tate and improve travel 
between member states as well 
as helping these countries to 
develop tourism programs and 
marketing tourist attractions. 


The WTO 1996-97 program 
of work presented at the semi- 
ner. included tourism develop¬ 
ment assistance plans to be 
financed by the United 
Nations Development Program 
which aimed at promoting 
diverse touristic activities that 
are new to many countries, 
such as Jordan. 

The minister, who pointed 
out that Jordan witnessed 
unparalleled growth in tourism 


said, "that the tourism potential 
of the region could be further 
enhanced and developed 
through closer regional co¬ 
ordination and cooperation in 
area such as planning, market¬ 
ing. environment protection, 
investment. and human 
resource developments." 

He maintained that for the 
first time in i over a million 
tourists visited Jordan and 


No Tain, No Strain, ftkuays Smitfing: 


international tourism receipt 
reached 5723 million. 

Also attending the meeting 
was Geoffrey Lipman. the 
president of the World Travel 
and Tourism Council 
fWTTCj. He strongly sup¬ 
ported the establishment of a 
Middle East Mediterranean 
Travel and Tourism Associa¬ 
tion iMEMTTA* which he 
believes will be an invaluable 
body for regional tourism 
development, coordination and 
cooperation. This body wjs 
formed during the Amman 
last October MENA confer¬ 
ence to serve as an instrument 
tor the integration of the 
region into global luumm net¬ 
work: to also help to tafiliiute 
puhlic/privaic partnership in 


the tourism industry. 

To promote a sustainable 
regional development Lipman 
believes it is necessary to 
encourage many factors which 
include trade liberalisation, 
deregulation of telecommuni¬ 
cations. promotion of informa¬ 
tion technology and an 
encouragement nf product 
quality improvement for inter¬ 
national competitiveness. 

Nicolas Fattouche. Lebanese 
tourism minister who was' also 
head of the MENA session at 
ihc WTO stressed the need for 
the development infrastreture 
and human resources. 

Participants also called for 
the need lor the preservation 
of the environment in the 
expected upcoming stage of 


mass tourism. 

Many believe “sustainable 
development means meeting 
the needs of the present with¬ 
out compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their 
own needs." 

“Sustainable development 
requires the integration of envi¬ 
ronmental. social and eco¬ 
nomic objective" says one 
participant. 

The minister of tourism who 
also express concern told the 
session “that the country can¬ 
not promote tourism at the 
expense nf the environment". 

In the concluding session of 
the meeting. Edward inskeep, 
the WTO cnnsultani and rap¬ 
porteur suiimicd the sc miner's 
recommendations which 


included a call for the maxi¬ 
mal use of the region’s natural, 
historical, cultural and relig¬ 
ious touristic sites: the mobili¬ 
zation of technology and 
human resources within the 
region: community involve¬ 
ment and development in 
tourism. 

Taking advantage of the 
World Bank services and using 
modem technology together 
with public/privalc partnership 
will be of an immense value, 
be said. 

Many of the participants 
had the opportunity to visit 
fir*i irme some of the coun¬ 
try's mo’.i amazing tourist 
attraction.-,, which included 
Petra. Roman rum of Jcrush 
and Madnbn. ■ 
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By Manvan Al A smar 

Normalization, 
Well maybe! 


AT LAST the Government 
has won or so it would 
seem. With the appoint¬ 
ment of two ministers. Dr. 
Kamal Nasser, former 
leader of the Lawyers 
Association and deputy 
Mustapha Shneikat, the 
tables have been rumed. 

No longer can the move¬ 
ment against normalization 
with Israel be seen as 
solid. After ail, these two 
members of the govern¬ 
ment used to be rock hand 
supporters of anti- 
normalization . 

Now. apparently, the 
rock has miraculously 
turned into mold. They 
would have to support and 
implement everything they 
rejected previously. But 
how can a 180 degree turn¬ 
around be made overnight! 

But that '5 not all. Split¬ 
ting at the seems might be 
too mild a phrase to 
describe what is happening 
to the anti-normalization 
movement at the present 
time. 

The once 100 per cent 
solid, no nonsense move¬ 
ment had the first after¬ 
shocks of the Kabariti 
Government when it held 
its annual conference last 
week. Rather than present¬ 
ing a strong stand, the first 
party to break from the 
ranks was the Democratic 
Unity Party (DUPl to 
which Dr Shneikat 
belongs. 

The DUP felt angry 
when it was asked to fire 
Shneikat to preserve the 
Movement. How can this 
be, retorted the party lead¬ 
ership? The conference 
undermines our indepen¬ 
dence they argued and 
quickly left the ball. 

But this is exactly what 
the Government wanted. 
The breakaway of the 
DUP is a very serious step. 
For it signals broad cracks 
in a movement that is 
already beset by ideologi¬ 
cal squabbles.and the lack 
of a sense of direction. 
Maybe it is not the end of 
the’world for the rest of 
the 6 party opposition that 
make up the committee in 
favor of anti- 
normalization. but it must 
be seen as a great blow for 
morale. 

What is more sobering 
is that normalization has 
become an actual fact 
since the signing of the 
Jordan-Israeli peace treaty. 
The parties on the anti- 
normalization committee 
have not put up a show. 
Indeed they have been 
meek in their approach. 
Nobody would have taken 
any notice of their confer¬ 
ence. if the breakaway 
hadn't occurred. 

And if this stale of 
affairs continues, the 
movement will likely to 
fizzle out. This is what the 
Government wanted by the 
appointment of the two 
ami-nomuiizcrc. And they 
sure did take the bait. ■ 
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the only sole agents in Jordan 
and the West Bank 




• Play Onn is a two floor 
Tun centre For kids located al 
Um Ulimina. It was officially 
opened last Friday 15 March 
to welcome kids of all ages. 
The first floor of Play Onn 
has two mazes, where chil¬ 
dren can climb, crowd and 
slide into a pool of colourful 
balls. There are also four 
kiddie rides for the lounger 
children to enjoy. The sec¬ 
ond floor has the most popu¬ 
lar animated theatre show 
which was brought straight 


rrom the US to Jordan. It de¬ 
velops children's imagina¬ 
tion. The Karaoke gives them 
a chance to be in dose con¬ 
tact with the theatre- Whafs 
fun is that children In this 
floor can enjoy the show 
while having their Pizza. The 
second floor has different 
video games such as the mini 
bowling and basket ball hi 
addition to many other' 
games. Its a worth while vis--.' 
it! 
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JORDANIAN TECHNICAL EST. 


*■ Teaching mathmatics in spoken Arabic 
Teaching mathmatics in spoken English 
You will learn Arabic pronundation 
< *‘ You will Icam English pronunciations 
*•“ Includes math testing programs 
*■“ Includes talking calculators. Jpj 

It s TEACHER SALAH® 0 
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Star 




Al Waybdch - Al Sbarith sL Abu 
Khader Center Tel 613 962 
Fax 613962 

Pa Box 9106 IS Amman 11191 Jrodan 


TEACHER SALAH is an educational 
talking toy series for kids from 2-12 
years , with it's first class in Mathmatics 
in both Arabic and English languages. 




T*f*r £ *ybu can enjoy playing at our mazes, 

* . videogames and eat pizza white 
... v watching our computerizedanimated ijIK# 

theater show 

For this special occasion each child will receive four free tokens. 
You are welcome from 11:00am .— 10:00pm. 

Umm Utnaina, TeL 858002 


Classifieds 
are free of 
charge. 
Fax 


• Car fur sale. Fiat Tippo, 
1988. 127.000 Kms, vcllo^ 
plates 52500 or JD160U. Tel: 
648498. 


: J*]|p9n 




messages to 
648-298 


• Top quality English lan¬ 
guage editing by American pro- 
lessionuls. Speeclics. bro¬ 
chures. advertising, document, 
manuscripts. Rates vary by pro¬ 
ject. For more informations 
please call 6328SS. 




•fe’ 

































ARch 


# 1/0 


^21 MARCH 1996 


■N---- 

i Honorary consul 
(d under investigation 
J /or selling babies 




THE STAR 3 . 


'^ nv ^ A^A 

} rmalbnti 

VpJ! * 

yeII/ nay6e! 

•AST ihe q 0 : 

Tiff 5 

r . ?I ihe L > 

and La >, 

> ha\ e beeni«JL> 

• lonser cj-i .u^ 

a P«i« norrrHi.^ 
Israe! he !’*** 
After 4 |j .- 

bers / ,; ^ 
used '* ^ w f 

arrers .,. u ^ 
ulizaiiw ’* ^ • 

,w - a Ppjrcnih t 

d d £.,-t 

" a e "•■ oupnon- 

E*™ ««>cSJi 

led rrr., 
can a isifc 

«*t* m Jd :;.t c 3 

mild j rh ./- 

le ani;. n . iri1uSj £ 
;men( ^ -he ^ 


By Hamdan A1 HaJJ 

Special to The Star 

■ THE HONORARY consul of Sri Lanka in Jordan was still in 
intensive care at a hospital in Amman three days after he was 
called for interrogation by the general prosecutor for alleg¬ 
edly selling babies bom to Sri Lankan maids in Jordan to 
wealthy European families seeking child adoption. Two 
Dutch couple were detained at Amman airport this week, 
when immigration officials discovered they held false papers 
of a five-month-old baby in their custody. The couple appar¬ 
ently pointed the finger to a Jordanian businessman who is 
also the honorary council of Sri Lanka in Jordan. 

The businessman has nor been charged yet and he is still 
under interrogation. But sources said that a Sri Lankan 
women, married to a Jordanian and working for the consu¬ 
late, was also under investigation for her alleged involvement 
in illegal child sale. The hospitalized honorary consul is kept 
under strict security guard. 

Unconfirmed reports speak of Sri Lankan house maids 
delivering illegitimate babies in Jordan on the basis of deals 
reached with certain European families to adopt children in 
return of sizable amounts of money. 

A judicial source in Amman confirmed that the Dutch 
couple had admitted to adopting the baby in Jordan. The 
couple allegedly paid $8000 for a legal adoption of the baby. 
They were later allowed to leave the country, but without the 
baby. 

The honorary consul was reported to have collapsed and 
taken to hospital after being confronted with the charges by 
the police. Amman Prosecutor General Mr M’amoun Mene- 
zil is still waiting for him to recover so that he could resume 
the interrogation. 

So far, the number of babies that have been sold in this 
manner is not known. However, initial investigation has led 
the police to suspect the Jordanian businessman, a Sri Lan¬ 
kan woman who worked for him and sraff employed by a ser¬ 
vices company owned by the honorary consul. 

Unconfirmed reports say the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
was ripped some time ago by the Sri Lankan government. 
But apparently no action was taken until the Dutch couple 
were caught at the airport this week. 

Police suspect that pregnant Sri Lankan maids were shel¬ 
tered at service company premises until they delivered. It is 
not yet clear how contacts with Europeans seeking to adopt 
the babies were made or how the adoption papers were pre¬ 
pared legally. 

The Ministry of Interior estimates the number of the Sri 
Lankan maids working in Jordan at 20.000. It should also be 
noted that an honorary counsul enjoys no diplomatic immu¬ 
nity. When the consulate was searched by the police, dozens 
of official forms, stamps, family documents, and blank pass¬ 
ports were found. ■ 
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■iki," “i Michael Jackson, Saudi tycoon 
launch venture designed to 
™, r .<A™ promote ‘family values’ 

m. V Continued from page 1 

it ‘:h:- ..-He has sold more recordings than any artist in the history of 

Gov cr:. .< music, and he’s parlayed his $47 million purchase of the ATV 

h:v-is._v'Musk catalog into a blllion-doDar company that has become 
-r me world’s third-Iargest music publisher. - 
it sign.: ■ j.-.Tii Waleed, whose net worth is more than twice that of his 
i mo ■." ,-ri ;r, • partner, also has demonstrated skills at making money. Using 
•d> p- ■■J^jhis ekiot as a member or the Saudi royal family, he created a 
■quab:..-- : .v. L ronstruction company that became involved in $20 billion 

: y.T..' worth of road, sewage, military, housing and education 

’• ■' ' projects. 

worlvf r: Later, he branched out into international investing and 

1 a fortune throogh “bottom fishing” among recession- 

s ur • ' ' 1 ^struck Western companies. “I’ve got one rule of thumb” he 
r .. . (raid recently. “Anything that’s worth $4 billion and costs $1 

2" z ;‘ 11 ymon-buy ur 

, n • ■- ■" ' For the prince, (hat strategy has paid off handsomely. He 

V e , . ... poured $800 million Into becoming the largest shareholder of 

, -iptfcorp when it looked dose to bankruptcy in 1991. Within 

\ n"j 'i'lhree years, his holdings soared in value by 500 percenL 

‘' i! He has also made substantial investments in the Saks Fifth 

^ Kvwme department store group, the Four Seasons and Fair- 
njr ;:: 3 ;-Inont hotel chains, and Arab Radio and Television, which 

“'■ iTz .. -v :broadcasts throughout the Middle East. Two years ago, he 

r“r,v -r - yl f^Pchased 25 percent of the Euuro Disneyland resort and 
trd (K." • • v: jhenie park—where Jackson often likes to visit and where the 

t, :r.. : . [wo bilUonaires conceived their latest investment plan. ■ 
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March issue is now on 
selected newsstand For 
more information 
Call 645 380 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Former 
Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salam Majali knows more 
about the peace process than 
any other Jordanian official. 
He headed the Jordanian del¬ 
egation to the Madrid peace 
conference in October 1991 
and remained directly 
involved in the negotiations 
until he formed his first gov¬ 
ernment in 2993 which com¬ 
pleted the negotiations that 
culminated in the signing of 
the peace treaty with Israel 
in November 1994. In this 
interview. Dr Majali talks to 
The Sear’s Dr Marwan Al 
Asmar and Raed Al Abed 
about the future of the peace 
process, the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship, the 
Cate of Jerusalem and his 
own record as premier. 
Excerpts foDow. 

Much has happened in the 
latest few months; the assas¬ 
sination of Yitzhak Rabin, 
the snidd'e bombings in 
Israel and the latest summit 
in Egypt. Is the peace process 
in trouble? and How can it be 
put bade on track? 

No doubc these incidents 
will have an effect on peace. 
But we must realize that those 
who are against peace have an 
interest in the state of no peace. 
So I believe whether on the 
Israeli side, the Palestinian or 
the Arab sides, there are people 
who want to kill peace because 
of certain beliefs or more likely 
because of certain interests— 
because their life is built on 
insecurity. The last incidents I 
think are a joint effort between 
both sides of the rejectionisi 
camp on the Israeli and the Pal¬ 
estinian sides. 

Do you believe (hat Israel 
and Syria can reach a deal 
before the May general elec¬ 
tions In Israel? 

I do not think so. It was 
hoped last year that both sides 
will take the opportunity after 
the assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin—which gave clear evi¬ 
dence that the rightist side 
wanted to kill the peace— and 
if they [the Labor government} 
are really interested in peace 
they have to progress. I believe 
once the Israeli elections are 
out of the way, showing that 
(he Israeli public opinion 
clearly supports peace, and 
gives a real mandaie to their 
leaders for the coming phase, 
then I believe the Syrian and 
the Lebanese tracks will 
progress and come to a suc¬ 
cessful end. 

What do you think will 
happen to the peace process 
if the Likud takes over in 
.Israel?. r . 

If the Likud comes to 
power...it has announced, for 
electoral reasons, that it is 
going to continue the peace 
process. But their type of peace 
is different from the type of 
peace of the Labor. So whether 
the present Likud leadership 
will follow the same line of 
Yirzhak Shamir is difficult to 
say. Presumably there might be 
little change in strategy 
because the world is changing. 

I think the world cannot toler¬ 
ate letting the train of peace 
come to a stop. I think the 
Americans and the Euro¬ 
peans—everybody wants to 
move forward and give eco¬ 
nomic development a chance. 
So I think if the Likud takes 
over, the world will not be on 
their side if they are not mov¬ 
ing properly down the road of 
peace. 

You headed the Jordanian 
observers delegation to the 
Palestinian elections in Janu¬ 
ary. Are the Palestinians 
closer to realizing their 
dream of an independent 
state? 

What I felt through my visit 
all over ibe Occupied Territo¬ 
ries was that the great majority 
of Palestinians are for peace. 
The elections were an impor¬ 
tant step which showed the 
world that the Palestinians are 
civilized, democratic, and that 
they can elect their own repre¬ 
sentatives. Unfortunately, the 
last terrorist incidents tarnished 
that good picture. It’s different 
from the Intifada, when it was 
young children with stones 
attaclang armored cars-— 
everybody sympathized with 
the Palestinians. But now 
blowing up innocent civilians 
does not gel the world on your 
side. 

Jordan has been criticized 
for moving loo fast to nor¬ 
malize its relations with 
Israel. Do you think the 
majority of Jordanians sup¬ 
port normalization? 

I believe they do, but unfor¬ 
tunately, it is what we call the 
silent majority, the middle 
ground people, who are not left 
or righL Those are the people 
who want it. I can feel that 
from the daily movement 
across the bridges—-Jordanians 
crossing to the other side and 
Israelis coming here. I think 
this is enough of a demonstra¬ 
tion. But the voices of rejection 
and doubt are louder. People 
are sometimes afraid because 
loud voices frighten them. I do 
not believe that the government 
has ever forced or will ever 
force people to normalize rela¬ 
tions. But by the same token 
nobody shoulJ be allowed to 
force people not to normal¬ 
ize—I mean it i* nn equal deal. 


Dr Abdel Salam Majali 

‘We should not 
overwrite the 
rewards of peace.. 



Majali: There must be a solution to the issue of Jerusalem 

have grown economically. But 
Your government has people are suffering from too 

signed the peace treaty with many expectations. They don’t 

Israel— a treaty that Jorda- appreciate the achievement of 

mans were told will bring returning our land and water 

them economic fruits and and guaranteeing our security, 

rewards. But that did not These are three big achieve- 

happeo and Jordanians are ments—they do not feel them, 

beginning to wonder if the You have to remember is 
fruits of peace will ever be that our economy suffered 

within reach. How do you because of the Gulf War and if 

respond to that? we had not signed the peace 

It depends on how you treaty things would be worse, 

measure things. If you want to 
build a house you must first 
hire an architect, give him the 
details, then see what is he is 
dying ^and then, agree or argue , 
with hini uutif you finish tfie 1 
design arid then vou must look 
ftfra ^orifriiafof ariff then build 4 
the house....it takes years 


Jordan has dearly taken 
steps to distance itself from 
the Iraqi regime. The present 
.^Government is .even being 
^.described as anti-Saddam. 
i. Should , Jordan interfere in 
~Tfie' internal affairs of Iraq 
and how do you see the future 


‘I do not believe that the 
government has ever 
forced or will ever force 
people to normalize 
relations. But by the same 
token nobody should be 
allowed to force people 
not to normalize—I mean 
it is an equal deal. ’ 


before you have a built house, 
and can move in and live in iL 
The peace treaty 1 was signed 
one year and five months ago. 
We were noi prepared for the 
projects which we wanted to 
build. But we started and that 
takes time. People who are say¬ 
ing we are not moving eco¬ 
nomically are wrong because 
they think it is a matter of 
handing out money, cash 
money. Nobody is going to 
give you cash, you have to 
have your own productive pro¬ 
jects—and there are many pro¬ 
jects, but they were not well 
prepared. Now there are sev¬ 
eral projects in the Mafraq area 
for example, but it will take 
some time before they give 
fruit. 

Don't forget that the Ameri¬ 
cans have written off all the 
debts of about one billion dol¬ 
lars. Isn’t that good? And again 
a lot of other countries helped. 
If you look at the figures, we 


Center of legal debate 

Continued from page 1 

ShbeiJai’s candidacy lo Parlia¬ 
ment. However, Jordanian leg¬ 
islations have not defined what 
a political crime is." 

If the appeal does go 
through, the Cassation Court's 
decision will be decisive, and 
it will then clarify whether the 
offence is of criminal or politi¬ 
cal nature. If the Cassation 
Court decides that Shbeilat's 
crime is political, then his can¬ 
didacy cannot be legally 
objected. 

According to Shbeilat’s law¬ 
yer. Mr Jawad Younis, the 
defense "will contest the State 
Security Court's verdict in 
from of the Cassation Court on 
the basis that the case is 
wholly political." 

All members of the 144- 
strong defense committee 
believe that the case is com¬ 
pletely political and that there 


or these relations within the 
present context? 

I believe His Majesty was 
very clear that our worry in Jor¬ 
dan is for the Iraqi people. We 
do not interfere in other peo¬ 
ple's business, because we do 
not like any body to interfere in 
ours. This is a clear principle 
which His Majesty has always 
stressed. But His Majesty is 
worried about the fate of the 
Iraqi people—that they are suf¬ 
fering because of the [UNj 
siege, and at the same time he 
wants the Iraqi people to enjoy 
democracy, pluralism and 
human rights. I think if one 
wants to describe what is inter¬ 
ference. interference is that you 
are doing something, that you 
are going inside and inciting 
people and so on—1 do not 
think Jordan has done that. 

You made some strong 
statements about the Arab 
and Muslim identity of Jeru¬ 
salem recently. How do you 


is a deliberate intention to pun¬ 
ish Shbcilat for his political 
beliefs. 

” The Shbeilat case is a mis¬ 
demeanor which is not related 
to honor, ethics or conduct,” 
said lawyer Ahmad Al Naj- 
dawi, a member of the Shbeilat 
defense committee. "In that 
regard, Shbeilat can run for 
public elections." He stressed 
that the verdict of the court 
does not prevent Shbeilat from 
running in the Balqa elections. 
The defense committee had 
earlier protested the court’s 
procedures in dealing with 
Shbeilat’s. The court had 
refused to hear more than 50 
defence witnesses. Mr Shbei- 
laL 52. was elected for the 
presidency of the JEA on 17 
February, while in custody, 
with 81 percent of the votes. 

Shbeilat's chances of win¬ 
ning the vacam seat in BaJqa 
arc unclear, in spile of his pop¬ 
ularity. This tribally dominated 


think the Jerusalem issue will 
be resolved once the final 
status negotiations begin? 
What should Jordan do 
about the issue of Jerusalem 
and the Palestinian refugees 
living in Jordan? 

First of all, when Jerusalem 
is mentioned, no one says 
which Jerusalem. Is it the Jeru¬ 
salem of 1900? Or 1917? Is it 
the Jerusalem of 1930s, 40s. 
60s, 70s, 80s, 90s or today? Is 
ir the Jerusalem that is holy to 
us? It is the Old City, where 
the holy mosques, the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher and 
other holy places are located. 
Outside these borders it is 
another occupied land, it is just 
like Ramallah, Bethlehem and 
other cities, that is one issue. I 
do not think the human brain 
will fail to come out with a 
solution for this reason—His 
Majesty said this; that Jerusa¬ 
lem. the religious area belongs 
to everybody. The sovereignty 
is to God. and not to one relig¬ 
ion—not rn the Jews or to ihe 
Muslim alone. So there must 
be a solution, the rest is nego¬ 
tiable in political terms. One 
has to remember that the parti¬ 
tion of Palestine in 1947 made 
the Jerusalem area an interna¬ 
tional zone, so the whole world 
never recognized Jerusalem as 
belonging solely to the Jews or 
to us. Jerusalem is an interna¬ 
tional city in the eyes of the 
West There are Arab interests 
■as well as western interests in 
Jerusalem. The whole Christian 
world is interested, as much as 
the whole Muslim world and as 
much as the Jewish people- are 
interested. So it is not just a 
matter between Israel and the 
Palestinians alone. So when 
people say Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel, it could be 
west Jerusalem. I think there 
must be lots of ways to solve 
this issue once peace is there. 
There is no need to talk about 
gaining-a few. .meters-here.and.-- 
a few kilometers there’because 
Jerusalem is going to be an' 
open city! ff-W f; are tflRing'”‘ 
about the mentality of peace— 
then the borders will be like 
those between the Amman and 
Zerqa govemorates. 

Your Government was 
criticized for not handling 
domestic issues properly — 
the economy, unemployment 
and poverty — how do you 
respond? 

First when 1 formed my gov¬ 
ernment I was given a certain 
mission; 1 wanted to hold gen¬ 
eral elections, to restructure the 
economy, to continue with the 
peace, to sign the peace treaty, 
and to look after local matters, 
namely economic and adminis¬ 
tration. I started with restruc¬ 
turing the economy and I think 
we were successful. Nobody 
can say that we handled the 
whole thing because there is 
still a lot of work to do and 
time is needed. Regarding 
internal issues. I think we 
started the decentralization of 
power, from the ministry, from 
the cabinet of ministers, down 
to the director in the field. The 
people and the media were 
busy with the peace treaty, so 
no one gave notice to what we 
have done internally and we 
got no credit for that But in 19 
months you can not solve the 
whole lot. At that time, the 
peace treaty was the climax of 
things, and it was not an easy 
thing to do. I had to work wilh 
the Parliament, public opinion 
and deal with the rejectionists. 

Do you think the Kabariti 
government will do better? 

I hope it will. But they have 
been in for about two months 
and you can not expect too 
much. But again unfortunately, 
the media and the people over¬ 
burden them with so many 

area does not prefer outsid¬ 
ers—Shbeilat is from Tafileh 
in the south. So far 25 candi¬ 
dates have announced their 
intention to run. 

The Islamic Action Front 
refused to withdraw its candi¬ 
date. Mr Ahmad Wehadi, in 
favor of Mr Shbeilat although 
the Islamists backed Shbeilat in 
the JAE elections. Mr Wehadi 
is a strong candidate as he is 
popular in the Baqa'a refugee 
camp and has a strong tribal 
base. Another strong tribal 
based candidate is Mr Rakan 
Al Faour. who is the general 
manager of the Jordan Valley 
Farmers Association. 

What rf Shbeilat wins the 
Balqa seat? 

“If he wins, he will have 
Parliamentary immunity and it 
then becomes the decision of 
ihe Lower House as to whether 
to lift that immunity or not.” 
Najdawi said. ■ 


demands and expectations. 
Whatever ihey are going to do 
they will not satisfy all the 
people. We have become a 
society with loo many expecta¬ 
tions. A prime minister comes 
in and we want everything to 
be changed tomorrow! He can¬ 
not do~ that. Social change 
takes a long lime. People talk 
of poverty and unemployment, 
these are wrong terms’ How 
come a country of four million 
people has 300.000 non Jorda¬ 
nians working for it? Our 
unemployment" figure is about 
100.000 so why are these 
300,000 workers still here? 
These foreign workers send 
dollars outside. I think this is 
more of a social problem. If 



“Ninety percent on both sides 
vote for a union" 


Jordanians take these employ¬ 
ments then there will be no 
problem of poverty. In Amman 
atone there are more. than 

■ 30.000 foreign maids.'Every 

■ maid will send home at least 
—SI000 a year. /The i «*'same 

applies to foreign workers in 
other sectors...That's about 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
a year that is sent by foreign 
workers outside the country. 
Don’t you think that it' this 
money remains here it will 
make a difference for Lhe 
country? 

This is not to say that 1 want 
to get rid of foreign laborers, 
but I want to change the way 
Jordanian look at work. 

IT yon were a premier 
today where would you stand 
on the freedom of the press? 

I believe that the journalists 


should meet together and agree 
on their own code of honor. 
The press and the media are 
very much another authority, 
like the executive branch and 
the legislate e. Now the press 
is sdf controlled while govern¬ 
ment is under Parliamentary 
control. Parliament can vote it 
out of office. But the press, 
you can not allow the govern¬ 
ment to control it. A code of 
honor has to exist which would 
make the press feel more 
responsible and would regulate 
it. 1 tried to introduce the idea 
Of a code of honor, but unfor¬ 
tunately the media people did 
not take it seriously at the 
time. 

How do you see the future 
of refugees and displaced 
persons In Jordan? And 
what do you say about the 
talk or a confederation or a 
federation between Palestin¬ 
ians and Jordanians? 

First we have the displaced 
people, those who left the 
West Bank and Gaza after the 
1967. These people have there 
homes there, there families are 
still there. I presume once the 
Palestinians reach lhe final 
status negotiations, a solution 
would be found. It is mainly a 
Palcstinian-Jordanian problem, 
and 1 think it is going to be 
solved. 

Since self rule began, thou¬ 
sands of Palestinians, mainly 
in the security forces, in 

- - addition to their family 

i members relumed. 

More will return in 
| lime. The refugee issue 
musi be according to 
international law; hon¬ 
oring their right to 
return or to be compen¬ 
sated. That is spelled 
out in the peace treaty. 
The Palestinian refu¬ 
gees in Jordan are Jor¬ 
danians so they have no 
problem. There will be 
two identities. Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestinian 
and hopefully will be 
unified by some form 
of union and you can 
move and work 
wherever you want, but 
your identity is Pales¬ 
tinian and my identity 
is Jordanian. There will 
be separate elections 
for the Palestinian Par¬ 
liament and the Jorda- 
H>, “ man Parliament, but 
joint elections for the 
Upper Parliament of the 
union. 

Is there now talk about 
such confederation? 

I believe it should come. I 
think 90'percent on both sides, 
will vote for a union of some 
;AJnd. Burn Should come from'.... 
the people, it should come 
after the Palestinians reach * 
there final status. We are so 
much interconnected, that we 
can not live without each 
other. But that type of relation¬ 
ship should be built on a 
proper basis, an equal basis. 
Now if wc make a union there 
is the Palestinian state and 
there is the Jordanian King¬ 
dom. here we have our entity 
and they have their entity, we 
together have central govern¬ 
ment to deal with defense, for¬ 
eign office and economy, the 
Kins is the head of this state. 
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Our Say 


What kind of tourism 

JORDAN PARTICIPATED in this year’s International Tourism Bourse QTB) in 
Berlin as it does every year. The ITB is the largest annual convention of its kind 
where travel agents, tour operators, airlines, hotels and official bodies and other tour¬ 
ist professionals meet to promote the $3.4 trillion tourism business worldwide. 

And this week in Amman, the World Tourism Organization (WTO) held a two-day 
meeting to look into how the tourism sector can generate economic growth in the 
countries of the Middle East and North Africa. But aren't we putting the horse before 
the cart? Are we all in agreement about what kind of tourism we really want? 

Jordan is pinning high hopes on the tourism sector to contribute to its economic 
growth under peace. Basically this means mass tourism because, for officials, what 
counts is quantity and volume. 

In recent years, the tourism sector witnessed some important developments with 
new hotels being built in Amman, Petra and Aqaba to accommodate the increasing 
number of tourists, while other investments we poured into other areas such as land 
and air transport, training and promotion. But these investments remain modest and 
most of which were generated by local private sector investors. 

The same investors complain that legislation and government administration re¬ 
main embarrassingly backward and wasteful. They speak of foreign investors who 
were chased away because of unbearable government red-tape and contradictions in 
legislation that affect every thing from land sale on the Dead Sea to supplying new 
projects with much needed basic services such as water, electricity and telephones. 

But what is of concern to all is the lack of a national strategy on the ftiture of tour¬ 
ism. The bulk of responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Ministry of Tourism, 
which lacks not only the resources to work with investors to create a modem and 
sustainable tourism industry, but also the vision. 

The issue hens is not about money, but about direction. There are alternatives to 
mass tourism that are worth looking into such as eco-tourism and cultural tourism. 

In Jordan today, those concerned with the tourism industry arc unable to create an 
independent and responsible forum to chart a plan of action—that much needed strat¬ 
egy for the future. Travel agents and tour operators complain that their voices are not 
being heard, while developers and other would-be investors pull all kinds of strings 
to get their projects through. But at what expense? 

Experts, (whether in tourism, antiquity, air travel, economy, legislation and even 
the environment) state their own cases independently, and each pinpoints certain ail¬ 
ments or dangers stemming from an- unplanned growth in the tourism sector. 

There are those wbo warn that mass tourism, if we ever get to that stage .will do to 
Jordan’s fragile environment and archaeological heritage what today is a nightmare 
to officials in countries like Greece, Egypt and Spain. This is why this government 
must issue a white paper on tourism and call upon all concerned parties in Jordan to 
sit together and decide where to go from here and to which destination. 


A clarification of Taiwan’s stand 


Dear Sir, r.-T .• " 

I wish to clarify my government’s *r-' 
position and pant or views, re- r\_ >•:«--»-*— 
garding the Chinese recent mis¬ 
sile tests, fired into the high seas 
juft off Taiwan, and just before . v 
Taiwan’s first direct presidential jB 

elections to be held on March 23, 

1996, intimidating Taiwan to 
drop any plan for Independence. 

For this regard. I would like to 

state the following: i^p4 

■ The Government of the Re- 
public of China never hesitated to 
pursue national reunification; 

■ China contravenes the spirit 

of the Shanghai Communique U&S9BH 
which was declared in 1972 be¬ 
tween China and USA to carry oat peaceful re¬ 
unification between China and Taiwan; 

■ China has launched missiles to Jeopardize 
the security and freedom of the high seas; 

■ The Taiwan Government strongly de¬ 
nounces the Chinese missiles maneuvers, which 








threatens bilateral peace and coexistence. 
Sincerely yours 

Edmund Y. Lin 
Representative or the Commercial Office 
of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in 
Amman 
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The peace process 

Extremism, ideology, and 
destructive emotions 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US correspondent 

IN MUCH of the world, in¬ 
cluding the Middle East and 
Central Europe, the 40th day 
following the death of a loved 
one is significant. It marks the 
end of the first period of offi¬ 
cial mourning; neighbors and 
friends visit the departed's for¬ 
mer borne, paying respect and 
tribute. 

Thus it was that 40 days af¬ 
ter the assassination by the Is¬ 
raeli secret police of Yehiya 
Ayyash (know by Arabs as 
‘The Engineer” and by Israe¬ 
lis as “The Bomb-maker”) se¬ 
curity was at its peak. The an¬ 
niversary came and went, 
with nothing catastrophic oc¬ 
curring. 

Curiously, the Israelis bad 
forgotten another most impor¬ 
tant anniversary: on February 
25,1994. New Yorker-tumed- 
Israeli, Dr Baruch Goldstein 
had entered a mosque in Heb¬ 
ron. legally armed as are all Is¬ 
raelis allowed, and randomly 
slaughtered 29 worshipers. 

Palestinian Hammas terror¬ 
ists chose this anniversary to 
bomb two busses in Jerusa¬ 
lem, determined to prevent the 
peace movement from going 
forward. The tactic worked. 
Hawks on both sides were ju¬ 
bilant, and Israeli Labor Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, who 
had called for early elections 
in the belief that true peace 
was imminent, now is being 
goaded to call an all-out end to 
the peace talks, and return to 
the states quo of herding the 
Palestinians in the Occupied 
Territories and Gaza Strip. 

On Monday. 4 March, the 
world's major cable news net¬ 
work headlined its report by a 
newscaster speaking firmly of 
yet another bomb in Israel. Al¬ 
most as an afterthought and 
certainly not stated so ada¬ 
mantly, the spokesman added 
that the explosion had fol¬ 
lowed a bombing raid by the 
Israelis in the “self-declared 
security zone of Southern Leb¬ 
anon." 

At least this was said, for 
usually such facts are left ’tifc-'' 
reported. But as President 
CUrnon announced. 5 March 
that the US is sending bomb 
detection derices and bomb 
expert technical personnel to 
Israel, no mention was made 
of any of the atrocities com¬ 
mitted by the Israeli Air Force 
or the destruction of homes of 
suspected Hammas members. 

It's an election year. Why 
is the tenuous peace between 


the Israelis and the Palestinians 
being controlled more by those 
determined to slaughter one an¬ 
other than by tbe doves? 

We all know the old saying, 
“All’s fair in love and war." 
There is a basic difference be¬ 
tween the two, however. War 
is won largely by deceiving, 
confusing and misleading the 
enemy, whereas love is won 
and sustained by trust, confi¬ 
dence and clarity. 

Likewise, clarity is a major 
criterion in the basis for peace 
between neighbors, and espe¬ 
cially neighbors who were for¬ 
mer enemies. “Former ene¬ 
mies” indicates tbe war that 
existed between them is over. 

So why are the peacemakers 
attempting to solidify peace in 
tbe Middle East on a founda¬ 
tion of ambiguity rather than 
clarity? Ever since UN resolu¬ 
tion 242 was passed in 1967, 
aH actions for peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East have wallowed in am¬ 
biguity. The English translation 
of this resolution speaks of Is¬ 
raeli “withdrawal from territo¬ 
ries occupied..." whereas tire 
French reads withdrawal from 
“(the] territories occupied_ 

Almost 30 years later, par- 
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ties still argue whether UN 
Resolution 2A2 calls for with¬ 
drawal from all territories tak¬ 
en in the 1967 war or a select 
few. There are other similar 
ambiguities to be settled. The 
Oslo and subsequent agree¬ 
ments between Israel and the 
Palestinians added new declar¬ 
ations which was interpreted 
by each party in such a way 
that each thinks it won every¬ 
thing but the counterpart is at¬ 
tempting to cheat on every¬ 
thing. Tins includes the 
question of Palestinian state¬ 
hood, Israeli withdrawal from 
East Jerusalem, physical secur¬ 
ity, water, commerce, holy 
places.-. 

Extremists on both sides rel¬ 
ish in this as it provides ideo¬ 
logical ammunition needed to 
fuel their destructive passions. 
They incense their listeners 
into believing tbe other side is 
denying them their rightful ac¬ 
quisitions. Ambiguity in deal¬ 
ing, in agreements, implemen¬ 
tation. in explaining what is 
being done by politicians,. is 
the fuel allowing the terrorists 
to commit their despicable 
acts, to mobilize considerable 
popular support for them and 
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to distort ideologies they es¬ 
pouse. 

How can two people bury 
generations of hatrro. ven¬ 
geance, and grievances with¬ 
out clarity and sincerity? Why 
don’t the Israeli and Palestin¬ 
ian leaders announce dearly 
what they intend to do, how 
much they are willing to give, 
and wbat is the minimum they 
will accept. If they find a com¬ 
mon denominator, then let 
them make peace, adhere to it 
and permanently eradicate the 
destructive, blind, fanatical 
elements of tenor and blood¬ 
shed. 

If they do not reach agree¬ 
ment, then let the situation re¬ 
main as it is, a position of no 
war, no peace, a situation 
where both peoples know 
where they stand rather then 
being lured into a fool's para¬ 
dise of fake peace built on 
equivocal words and shattered 
daily by the TNT of doubters. 
True peace must be built on 
clarity. It should lead to friend¬ 
ship as is the case of former 
enemies France and Germany, 
and maybe even to love, as en¬ 
joyed between Germany and 
tbe Netherlands. 

Neither friendship nor, more 
particularly, love can develop 
without sincerity and confi¬ 
dence. Baruch Goldstein, 
with his massacre of the wor¬ 
shipers in Hebron, and Yehiya 
Ayyash, with his bombs and 
the trained students he left af¬ 
ter his assassination, are but 
two tips of the iceberg of ha¬ 
tred ready to sink all ships of 
peace, by exploiting the mis¬ 
conceptions growing out of the 
lack of clarity of the peace ac¬ 
cords. Two men initiated a se¬ 
ries of suicide attacks, killing a 
fragile bud of prospective 
peace and setting the scene for 
a new large scale round of vio¬ 
lence or even an openly de¬ 
clared war. 

The big powers, notably 
the United States and the Unit¬ 
ed Nations, and all advocates 
of peace should immediately 
launch a massive campaign of 
sincerity to help dear the air of 
misunderstandings and biased 
.-support, not only for the Pales¬ 
tinians and Israelis. 

This is the moment of troth 
'ifIf Is*io Tie die era of peace. 
The Middle East, through 
three great religions, has given 
the world the tenants of faith 
| and truth. The world owes 
j these same gifts to the Middle 
East. And then there are the 
“gifts” of viable human exis¬ 
tence in the United States, but 
that’s another column. ■ 


Jordanian economy 

Shortage of capital and 
high consumption 


The Jordanian Economy, by 
Dr Omar Marashdeh. Al-Jawal 
Co., Jordan, 1995,170pp. 


THE JORDANIAN economy 
is strongly dependent on the 
countries of the Middle East 
for much of its foreign ex¬ 
change earnings. This is large¬ 
ly due to persistent shortage of 
capital and high per capita 
consumption. 

About 65% of Jordan’s for¬ 
eign exchange earnings are di¬ 
rectly attributable to countries 
of the Middle East in the form 
of remittances from Jordanian 
working in the Gulf States, aid 
from Ar.il: oil exporting coun¬ 
tries. tourism, and exports. 

A decline in any one of 
these sources of foreign ex¬ 
change would adversely affect 
the Jordanian economy. The 
Gulf crisis and its aftermath 
highlighted this depen¬ 
dence as thousands of wmn 
migrant labor returned to 
Jordan and the Gulf mar- 
kets closed for Jordanian g 

products. H 

The crisis coupled Eg 

with the sharp devalua- m 

tion of the Jordanian di¬ 
nar exacerbated the ex¬ 
ternal debt problem and 
led Jordan to adopt IMF f* 

structural adjustment \ 

programs. I 

The decline in the 1 

economy hit the hanking # 

industry and led to rear- J 
ganization of the indus- f 4 

try through merger and VI 

liquidation of failed fi- A© 

nanrial institutions and 
the conversion of several fe 

financial institutions into S 

commercial and invest- j 

meni banks. * 

This book addresses 
the above problems and *i 

discusses the impact of I! 

foreign exchange and in- Us 

icrest rules on the de¬ 
mand for money, exam- | 
incs Ihc transmission of f 


monetary policy, studies the 
structure of foreign trade and 
the impact of tourism on the 
economy, and discusses the 
appearance of currency substi¬ 
tution. 

This pioneering book pro¬ 
vides a valuable insight to the 
Jordanian economy. It is a 
must for scholars of Middle 
Eastern and Jordanian Studies, 
libraries, academicians and 
the inquisitive minds. Its 
unique features include: 

■ Discussion of the perfor¬ 
mance and prospect of the 
economy 

■ Discussion of the New 
Economic Adjustment Pro¬ 
gram and Economic and So¬ 
cial Development Plan. 

■ The structure of the bank¬ 
ing system and monetary poli¬ 
cy in Jordan. 

■ Examine tbe impact of 


foreign exchange and interest 
note on money demand. 

■ Examination of the trans¬ 
mission of monetary policy. 

■ The structure of foreign 
trade. 

■ The impact of internation¬ 
al tourism. 

■ Discussion of the appear¬ 
ance of currency substitution. 

Dr Marashdeh is a Senior 
Lecturer in Financial Econom¬ 
ics at the Graduate School of 
Business, the University of 
Sydney and Director of the 
MBA Program at the Interna¬ 
tional College. Penang, Malay¬ 
sia. At the International Islamic 
University Malaysia. 

He was an Associate Profes¬ 
sor and Head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Economics and taught 
at the Division of Commerce. 
Fairmont State College, m the 
US. 


Dr Omar received his BA 
from Yarmouk University, 
M-A. from Western Illinois 
University and PHD. from 
West Virginia University. 

He has published extensive¬ 
ly in recognized regional and 
international journals, such as 
Applied Economics, the . Jour¬ 
nal of Applied Business Re¬ 
search, Asia Pacific Journal 
of Management, The Middle 
East Business and Economic 
Review, and Banker's Journal 
Malaysia. Dr. is tbe author of 
a forthcoming book The Ma¬ 
laysian Financial Market 

Dr Omar Marashdeh, 
sent ns this review on the in¬ 
ternet where he can be 
reached on omar- 
mar@pop.jaring. Hie pres¬ 
ently resides In Malaysia. 
Interested buyers can con¬ 
tact The Star for his fall ad¬ 
dress.! 
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Uofing on Taiwan's Future 


Counter¬ 

terrorism 


THE SHARM el Sheikh 
Summit clearly shows that 
the world is united in its re¬ 
vulsion of terrorism, and 
that there is an internation¬ 
al will to build on the peace 
achieved in the Middle 
East. 

The press reports which 
emerged after the Summit 
largely came to the conclu¬ 
sion that Sharm el Sheikh 
was designed more to pre¬ 
serve peace than to devise 
strategies to combat terror¬ 
ism. Some even suggested 
that the venue was nothing 
more than a show of sup 
port to Israel, and to a less¬ 
er extent. the PNA. 

This tine of reasoning 
was re-enforced by the re 
cent comments made by 
the Lebanese prime minis 
ter during his visit to Cairo. 
Giving a gloomy assess 
men! of the negotiations on 
the Lebanese track, he ig 
nored the terrorism issue. 
Perhaps the title of the 
Summit has been mislead¬ 
ing to many who actually 
thought that the whole idea 
was designed for the peace 
builders rather than the ter 
rorism fighters. The Syri 
ans responded in the same 
manner because they ore 
not part of the peace build 
ers’ club and even less con 
cemed with the issue of ter 
rorism. The accusation that 
they may be harboring ter 
roasts has been balanced 
by the “carrot” of a bigger 
regional role if they sign a 
peace accord with Israel. In 
fairness, the message re 
layed to the Syrians have 
bom somewhat confusing 
to all, including the Syrians 
themselves. Bui the prize 
of a future major role in the 
region is what sticks in 
their mind. 

With the Libyans, one 
con guess that there was no 
need to issue an invitation, 
because it might have taken 
a long time to decipher the 
rhetoric of the Libyan lead 
ership, and -even • longer to 
convince them that the Pal¬ 
estinians and tbe Israelis 
are the primary victims of 
terrorism and not “the 
green hill” in the “green 
town” overlooking the 
“green land.” 

Our Sudanese brethren 
are to be excused for not at 
tending the conference, for 
they are heavily involved in 
their elections. The selec 
tion of the same people as 
candidates is a rather con 
suming process, not to 
mention their war in the 
South—an excelleoi shin 
ing example of pluralism 
and religious co-existence. 

One cannot but have a 
few words saved for the 
sponsors of this unique in¬ 
ternational phenomenon. It 
would have been more in¬ 
teresting if President Clin¬ 
ton said something on the 
channelling of fends from 
the US to various benevo¬ 
lent associations which 
came into existence since 
tbe Afghan war. One does 
not in any way want to bur¬ 
den the President with tlx: 
legacy of this war, but tbe 
US has to play a clear role 
and research the sources 
and destinations of these il¬ 
licit funds, rather than issue 
demarches regarding civil¬ 
ians partaking in constitu¬ 
tional political activities in 
Jordan. 

The American adminis¬ 
tration could not have been 
so gullible as to believe tbe 
accusations from certain 
PNA sources levelled at 
Jordan. 

The EU countries have 
been more cautious in their 
responses, for they are an 
old hand'at dealing with 
terrorism and realize the 
scale and level of enormity, 
of combating terrorism suc¬ 
cessfully and drying out its 
resources. 

The Russians seem to be 
sticking to the old cliches 
long after the USSR has 
been relegated to a footnote 
in modern history books. 

At one point, it seemed that 
the argument of fighting 
terrorism seemed to be di¬ 
rected against Chechenya 
rather than the deaths in Is¬ 
rael. 

As for our Egyptian 
brothers, we must congrat¬ 
ulate them on the speed of 
preparing such a confer¬ 
ence. and perhaps wish that 
they could have made some 
political gains out of this 
international gathering. 
This is the story of Sharm 
el Sheikh so far. and suc¬ 
cess is unfolding on a daily 
basis. ■ 







































21 MARCH 1996 


THE STAR 5 



Ocr 

arc !»'• *•:' :■» 


ar.o r^-'r' 


ion ■'.i-'- 
rhanric!! 


, Co "% 

J HE s Har.m 
S ummit cieVr ct V 

thai there ,, 

Sr* 1 » 

« 2 wX>- 

fl0n Ui-h Sh*^- 
" as ^wdL a * 
me p^e C*? 

Some e-, e ? 4 - 
thal Uie 

ra0re lh ^ i hot* 

P0n,0l ^l-J/ 

« extern. it*p£ v '- 

Thl ' -me r.| t 
U3S "^iWoS^ 
“ nl , ’■ (, mnier,u >" 
the Lcbanew * 

JJfJurir.thi.^*; 

Giv;r,- j -• 
mem o: inTacS. * 
foe Lehane;.. j.■* 
noredui, i WlV 
Perhip in . ; B "- 
bummii hj- k- Wi ' 
mg u, nian\ ■1^ 
mougni trui ;h f .„i .• 
was de^gneJ ;,v.^ 
builder-. r jL her n.' a , 
rorism -'ightcr^ f- 

m * ri‘p.^ K 

manner £ 
nw par. 

er *' ‘■■lub and :>s5^ 
cemed -i! 1 - the,J. 
ron>:n Thij..\i 
lbe> rr.„> 

ror.y.. r-. ry;r. ^ 

b\ ihc v )• . 

region r r e-v-'- 
peace a-.-ora 
tairr.esi. : n ; 

laved :.- j -J" 

been 

to all 

there-* :••? Bj v 
C> f a II:..:: ~c; '■ ■• 


Business 

scene 


■ The Urban and Rural 
Development . Bank 
(URDB) capital has been 
increased from JD 2 mil¬ 
lion to JD 25 million. 
Established to finance ser¬ 
vice and productive pro¬ 
jects on ihe local and dis¬ 
trict levels, the URDB will 
incorporate these local 
bodies in the bank's capi¬ 
tal, so they will be eligible 
to receive their individual 
shares from URDB annual 
profits. 

■ A1 Quds Insurance Co. 
realized an installment 
growth of 31 percent, with 
a total of JD 7,279,193 in 
1995 (an increase of JD 
1,710,000 over the year 
before). The company's 
net profit amounted to JD 
581.992 in the same 
period, 20 percent of 
which was distributed 
among the shareholders. 
The earnings of the share¬ 
holders equity at the end of 
1995 were JD 3,415,721. 
and the company's capital 
was closed at JD 
8.405,953. 

■ The Jordanian Co¬ 
operative, is currently 
building a complex a dairy 
factory in five different 
centers in the Kingdom. 
The project is financed by 
the UN Food and Agricul¬ 
ture Organization (FAO), 
and costs about JD 1 mil¬ 
lion. Production is 
expected this year. 

■ Profits of Arab Satellite 
Communications Corpora¬ 
tion (Arab Sat) reached 
$21 million in 1995. The 
Arab Sat Board of Direc¬ 
tors advised the corpora¬ 
tion's executive to follow 
the manufacturing stages 
of the first Arab Sat Satel¬ 
lite that would be launched 
in the middle of this year, 
the second Satellite in mid- 

1997, and the third in mid- 

1998. 

■ The founding assembly 

of the Islamic Insurance 
Co. declared the final 
establishment of the com¬ 
pany with a JD.2 million, 
paid up capital. The IiC 
was registered officially iiv 
January 1996, and its capi-' 
tal was covered by the 
founders and private share¬ 
holders. Founders 

included: the Islamic Bank 
of Jordan, the Arab Insu¬ 
rance Co. in Egypt, and 
the Islamic Insurance Co. 
of Bahrain. The new com¬ 
pany will operate accord¬ 
ing to Islamic Shari's 
rules. 

■ The US donated 
$207,648 for the construc¬ 
tion of a new complex for 
die Baqaa Social Rehabili¬ 
tation Centre. It was estab¬ 
lished in 1988 for the 
handicapped. It now treats 
around 70 people, and 
served by 20 volunteers. 
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A balance sheet of $22.9 billion for 1995 

Arab Bank strides forward 



TOMORROW. FRIDAY. 22 
March, the general assembly of 
the Arab Bank Group will meet, 
and listen to the annual message 
of the chairman of the Board of 
Directors and General Manager 
of the Arab Bank Mr Abdul- 
Majeed Shoman on the finan¬ 
cial position of the Group 
during 1995. 

Since the presentation of die 
1994 report, many changes 
have taken place in the world, 
the region, and in the areas of 
operation of the Group's 300 
branches in the five continents. 
How the Arab Bank reacted, 
what results it achieved, and 
recommendations it now puts 
forward to the 1996 assembly 
are the bulk of the current finan¬ 
cial statement that is to be con¬ 
sidered by the shareholders. 

The Arab Bank now has 11 
branches in the West Bank and 
Gaza. It has opened two new 
branches in Valencia, Spain and 
in Cairo, Egypt. Also, the new 
office in Cyprus and the six 
new branches in Jordan testify 
to the success which the Arab 
Bank has achieved in banking 


during last year. 

The Bank pro¬ 
gressed in earnings 
and asset growth in 
1995. Its net income 
for that year was 
$168 million, (a 
19.9% increase over 
1994); Its total bal¬ 
ance sheet reached a 
massive $22.9 bil¬ 
lion, with a share¬ 
holders equity 
increase to $1,267,9 
million; a custom¬ 
ers' deposit growth 
of 8.1%, an increase 
in the Group's pro¬ 
ductive assets of $ 

965.9 million, and a 
$6.1 billion in loan 
portfolio. 

The Arab Bank's 
services to its cus- 

SSStbbMM Mr Abdul-Majeed Shoman 



liquidity availability 
throughout the year. 

These fundamental and posi¬ 
tive results have been realized 
at a time when free inter-Arab 
trade and capital movement is 
still restricted; laws that hamper 


investments across Arab bor¬ 
ders arc not yet done away 
with: and the private sector is 
not completely freed from the 
control of public policies and 
regulations. 


These achievements also 
materialized in a period of mer¬ 
gers of leading companies and 
acceleration of the reshaping of 
the banking industry in the 
developed countries, especially 
the US. 

However, new challenges 
are expected as a result. Among 
others, regional financial insti¬ 
tutions may emerge. Global and 
better capitalized banks may be 
able to outperform them by 
deploying their financial power 
and advanced technology. 

Moreover, these Arab Bank 
achievements were also real¬ 
ized at a time when the banking 
industry was repeatedly chal¬ 
lenged by the regulatory 
authorities, and by the needs 
and requirements of the cus¬ 
tomers. Among others, there 
was the pressure of these 
authorities to control the risk 
components, including the 
assessment of weaknesses in 
organizational structures, inter¬ 
nal auditing, and the creation of 
a system for monitoring bank 
risk via asset liability manage¬ 
ment committees. 

The Arab Bank has not only 


adapted itself to these condi¬ 
tions. but also worked to use 
them to open new opportuni¬ 
ties, add improvements, and 
move ahead. 

Coupled with transparency 
and full disclosure, the over¬ 
growing earning power of the 
Arab Bank, its low level risk, 
and strong financial position 
are highly appreciated. 

For sure, the Arab Bank will 
continue to capitalize on the 
positive aspen of change and 
challenges, while focusing on 
serving its customers and the 
welfare of the communities it 
operates in. 

The Arab Bank established 
the 530 million Arab Palestine 
Investment Bank. In coopera¬ 
tion with the World Bank's 
1FC, the Arab Bank launched 
an electrification project in Pal¬ 
estine. The Bank supports the 
Welfare Association’s educa¬ 
tional and cultural activities in 
Palestine, and has donated JD 
1.5 million to the Jubilee 
School in Amman.® 
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Injection of new blood needed 

for new ACI era 


AMMAN (Star)—Exports of 
Jordan's industry in 1995 
were more than a billion 
dinars, a 12 percent increase 
over 1994. The records of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
fACI) show that JD 460 mil¬ 
lion of that total were reve¬ 
nues of Jordanian industrial 
exports to Arab countries, 
compared with JD 337 million 
in 1994. 

Jordan’s industry also 
increased its employment last 
year by 30,000 workers over 
total employment of 120,000 
in 1994, thus, it contributed to 
unemployment from 17 per¬ 
cent to 14 percent, and helped 
to increase the GNP from JD 
4190 million in 1994 to JD 
4620 million in 1995. Indus¬ 
trial contribution to the GNP 
increased by 20 percent. 

.The , Ad,, was ..deeply 
Involved in economic reforms 
that took place in 1995. It par- 
' tidpated in the drawing up of 
the present laws of labor, 
income, and sales taxes. It also 
prepared studies cm the draft 
laws on customs, companies, 
investment promotion, and 
health. 

The industrial fair of May 
1995 was a great economic 
success displaying great Jordan 
nian products. It was a venue 
to strengthen inter-Arab eco¬ 
nomic and trade relations, and 
to consolidate Jordan's eco¬ 


nomic position. 

The European-Jordanian 
partnership was another topic 
that Jordan's industry was 
deeply involved in 1995. Of 
particular concern was how far 
Jordanian industry can secure 
its protection in the respective 
negotiations, and avoid the 
problems of the free market, 
and free trade policies, and. to 
what extent can our trade with 
the Arabs be affected by this 
partnership. 

Industry's participation in 
the Amman economic summit 
was a culmination of its activi¬ 
ties last year. 

With this background, the 
elections for the board of direc¬ 
tors and chairman of the ACI 
for 1996-2000 has just ended 


yesterday. 

However, traditional elec¬ 
tion campaigning and heated 
competition among rivals are 
noi felt this time. The absence 
of concrete policies among 
possible candidates of Jorda¬ 
nian industrialists can be a rea¬ 
son, but their similar views on 
the current situation of indus¬ 
try. and on its prospects poses 
the need for an innovative 
management in this vital 
sector. 

The incomplete list of can¬ 
didates under the umbrella of 
the present ACI chairman Mr 
Khaldoun Abu Hasson clearly 
indicates the tendency for the 
injection of the chamber with 
new blood. At the same time it 
maintains the potential of the 


successful administration of 
the last period. Moreover. Abu 
Hasson's well-thought delay of 
announcing his list to the board 
and his reelection can be seen 
as a reflection on the large 
number of new candidates 
from different industrial 
branches. 

The decision of the “indus¬ 
trial cooperation bloc" to 
present a seven-member list to 
the 12-member board, under 
the slogan “of innovation, and 
facing the challenges of the 
new era," implies two main 
objectives: to obtain a 50% 
plus I vote on the board, and 
to develop a more quality 
efficiency. 

The question whether this 
could have motivated competi- 


rT^^$ilsraeti freetradeagreement extended 


H Cbl JL 

‘ : WASHD^TONt-TN a bipartisan show of. 
- • .support; Congress, approved a bill which 
s WMdd. £xle»d' the US-Israeli Free Trade 
A@r^meiri ,io :prodQCts from the West 
■ .BankanSGazaStrip. 

0am Gibbous; a Democrat, Florida) Raid • 
•. theagreement ^supported by the Adtran- 
; Ihe PLO and Israel because re- 

di»dng tariHs fin these regions) would bu- 
" crease ..employment and* stimulate the 


. The pending measure wotdd enaWe Pres¬ 
identClinton to -modify or etinunate tariffs 
on products from the West.Bank-and Gaza 
Strip and areas 'designated- as industrial 
parks between the'Gaza -Strip and Israel 
and betvyeen the West B&nk and Israel. 

: Under the agreement, goods from the 
West Bank-and. Gaza Strip, would be subject 
to the same tariff treatment as Israeli goods 
under the US/Israel Free Trade Agreement 
signed on 25 Aprfl, 1985JI • 


tion in the election campaign 
was too late. 

The decision on the subject 
may lead to the recently 
adjusted internal rules of the 
chamber. The amendments 
included, the increase in mem¬ 
bership fees from JD 20 to JD 
100 per year. A factory or 
workshop can be registered as 
a Hill member if its machinery 
is worth JD 2500 or more, and 
if it employs 10 workers at 
least. Companies with a JD 
100,000 or more can choose io 
be a full member after paying 
an annual membership fees of 
JD 100. 

These amendments were 
made public on 2 September 
*95. According to Mr Abu 
Hassan, no comments or objec¬ 
tions were received by the 
chamber since then. 

Because of this, press 
reports have shown that only 
7% of the chamber’s members 
are eligible to vote (around 650 
voters), a ratio that is far 
behind the actual representa¬ 
tion of the industry and its con¬ 
tribution and weight in the 
national economy. 

A harmonious and true rep¬ 
resentative board of directors 
of ACI is not only the optimal 
goal of the chamber, but also 
the tact example for the other 
chambers around the country. 


The new foreign exchange law 

CBJ Govemer, Dr Ziad Fariz confirmed that a new law on 
dealings in convertible currencies will be introduced soon. 
Under the current state of economic reform, and plans for 
investment promotion, the new draft law is designed to insure 
that the savings and funds of Jordanian businessmen inside 
and outside the country, are secure. 

Hence. Jordanians can operate their investment portfolios 

abroad in the same way ____ 

as foreign investors do ” 

The new 

expected to be a con- 

Crete measure within the -l p|Ky| * - 

ongoing liberalization -ttf-;; 

process of foreign cur- . V WM 

rencies and banking. 

One immediately thinks 

of the 14 Jordanian %, JBmM 

banks which have reop- *■ JH v - 

erared ibeir 38 branches eMS - 

in Palestine with farili- 4 

ties worth JD 147 mil- j jw p; H'' 

lion and JD 797 million l|| - , , 

worth of deposits. 

Meanwhile. Jordant- 

ans have deposits in for- jH 

eign currencies in local riSR&rTii ’-2- 
banks worth are $3 bil- w!^'•*- •'**. 
lion, in addition io l Sia^B a=a-L^=-=L. 

another $6 billion depos- jy r Xiad Fan " 
its abroad. 

Until 15 March '95. 

the CBJ reserves in foreign exchange were $438 million. 
Hence, the stabilization of the rate of exchange of the dinar 
against the US dollar has led to an increase in the interest rates 
of the dinar, and even to a surplus of the dollar in domestic 
markets. 

In this regard. Dr Fariz stressed the need for increasing Jor¬ 
dan's exports to Palestine, and for the acceleration of the pri¬ 
vatization process. While advocating the correctness of the fig¬ 
ures of the basic balance of payment, the reduction of the 1995 
commercial deficit, and the healthy conditions of tourism, 
industry, and trade, Fariz noted that people in general are still 
affected by the 1989 monetary policy, so greater efforts should 
be exerted to restore their confidence. 

On another level, the Governor acknowledged that the CBJ 
increased the interest rates of the dinar because it was aban¬ 
doned in favour of the US dollar. So. those who were skeptical 
of the dinar's stability have to pay for their doubts. True, 
increasing the interest rate may negatively affect investments, 
but monetary stability is a main factor for creative investment. 
Hence, economic priority will be given to the promotion of 
investment, and to long-term loans from the banks. 

Drawing on the country's experiences in financial policies. 
Dr Fariz realised that inflation in 1989 stood at 25.6 percent, 
but dropped in 1995 to only 2.3 percent. As for the CBJ's 
reserve of foreign currencies, he said it was $127.5 million in 
1988 and reached $825 million in 1995. He added that Jor¬ 
dan's foreign debts, including arms, stood at $4465 million, 
and domestic debts amounted to JD 966 million in 1995. while 
Iraq owes Jordan about $1300 million. ■ 


EUfood did to Jordan 
tkrougkWFO 

• A CONSIGNMENT of 'SCOO fons of hard durum to 
wheat to Jordan was ; received’ from the European Union 
food aid to the World-Food Programme (WFP) In -Jordan. 
The EU is, currenrij Supporting -the WFP’s Agricultural 
Development of the H ighl and s:Project by providing'food 1 
commodities, namely wheat, ofl and pulses. It wiD distrib¬ 
ute these to small' scale .fonnej? within ihe project. .Hie 
EU’s contribution fDri l99S= c«ajprKes l40 metric tons of - 
rapeseed oil, 1659 metric lons.df sunflower oil; 5000 metric 
tonsof harddortuh wheat and-202njetric tons of pulse. 


Industry moves 
at Hannover 
next month 


ITS THAT time of the year again for the 
Hannover Fair in Germany. Held between 
22-27 April, it is the biggest industrial fair 
in the world. Xu a display area of 300,000 
square meters, this year it will attract over 
6800 exhibitors and an additional 2600 from 
over 60 countries. 

This year the themes of the fair are “Ro¬ 
bot Technology and Automation,” “Materi¬ 
als Handling and Logistics,” and “Surface 

Treatment” 

Pact in 18 halls, the visitor is likely to find 
everything that he desires. Included is the 
environmental and technology hall, installa¬ 
tions and technology buildings, plant engi¬ 
neering and subcontracting and industrial 
materials. 

The lighting technology hall, Tor example, 
has electric lights and lighting systems, elec¬ 
tric lamp s and systems technology and com¬ 
ponents. ■ 



Iraq-Iran War 

Economic and security 
impact on region 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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* Arab Bask I52J00 ♦ Arab Bank 


648.920 + Jonhi Investment Bank 315.680 ♦ Jordan Islamic Bank 01426 

All data provided by ACCESS Tel; 646868 Fax: 646949 


IRAQ SPENT $J90 billion in its war 
with Iran, that is, four times its GNP. 
Abour $102 billion was spent on weap¬ 
ons. As a resulL Iraq became exces¬ 
sively militarized. This negatively 
effected its balance of payment. 

During Us war with Iran. Iraq 
embarked on unnecessary development 
projects. With foreign debts skyrocket¬ 
ing. Iraq approached the Gulf states for 
finance under the guise of protecting 
them from what was seen as the Persian 
threat. 

During the Iraq-lran war. OPEC's 
policy to increase oil prices harmed the 
Gulf as the demand for its oil expons 
receded and revenues decreased. Iraq 
used Kuwait and UAE's increase of 
their oil exports as an excuse to invade 
Kuwait. 

Estimates vary about the reconstruc¬ 
tion cost of Iraq, but the United Arab 
Economic Report put the figure at $232 
billion. 

The UN economic sanctions against 
Iraq's oil exports have aggravated the 
economic situation in the coumry: The 
scarcity of foodstuffs, industrial appli¬ 
ances, and supplies are unable to be 
imported. 

This created inflation, price hikes, 
currency devaluation, increase in pov¬ 
erty and a sharp fall in the per capita 
income. The economic situation wors¬ 
ened as the government continued to 
expand its military, while refusing the 
UN offer of a limited oil exports. 

The bombing of the oil plants in the 
south and north of the country was dev¬ 
astating. Iraq would need three years 
after the lifting of sanctions before ils oil 
fields become fully operational. This is 
not to mention the huge cost. 

However, lifting the sanctions by 
1997 tafter the American presidential 
elections) will most likely most likely be 
connected ip the oil prices in world mar¬ 
kets and the financial situation in the 
Gulf, it is in OPEC's interest, the Gulf, 
and the US that Iraqi oil doesn't flow to 
such markets; this is an issue that is not 
expected before the end of this century. 

Meanwhile. Iraq still has obligations. 
This includes foreign debt repayments. 


estimated ai $54.5 billion, the cost of 
rebuilding destroyed plants, import of 
supplies and production machinery, and 
the compensation which Iraq has to pay 
for the Gulf war 

These huge amounts will be taken 
from its export revenues. The introduc¬ 
tion of 3 Marshal plan-like to re-build 
Iraq and improve the situation could be 
a step in the right direction. 

Before the Iraqi invasion. Kuwait was 
the only successful country that diversi¬ 
fied its economy through its foreign 
investments. 

The burning of its oil wells was the 
most harmful blow inflicted on Kuwait. 
The tosses Incurred as a result of the halt 
of its oil exports were estimated at $14 
billion in 1992. However. Kuwait 
started to earn profits in 1994, especially 
as it increased its oil exports. 

Saudi Arabia, had been suffering 
from the burden of a chronic financial 
deficit and a rising public debt. Bui 
owing to the sanctions imposed on Iraq. 
Saudf Arabia exploited its own potential. 
It increased its oil production from a 
pre-war 5.4 million barral per day to 8 
million barrel per day after the war. 
Saudi Arabia’s additional earnings of oil 
exports amounted to more than $90 bil¬ 
lion, much more than its expenses dur¬ 
ing the war. 

Jordan was most affected. Due to the 
blockade of Iraq, Jordan losl many 
export opportunities, its GNP dropped 
by 25 percent in the first year after the 
war, and received about 350,000 
returnees. 

Turkey was also greatly affected as its 
exports to Iraq were reduced, and reve¬ 
nues from Iraqi oil transit tariffs were 
stopped. 

Egypt's los'scs didn't exceed $1 bil¬ 
lion. which was basically the earning 
from the remittances of its workers in 
the Gulf. 

The Gulf which used to be an effec¬ 
tive financial power before the war now 
suffers many problems. No longer can 
this area he seen as powerful. 

The Gulf war created new economic 
relations in the Gulf region and in favor 
of the US especially. America become 


the number one protector for these coun¬ 
tries security. It has benefited most 
from arms sales and reconstruction. 

The deteriorating financial situation 
in the Gulf weakened the powerful role 
of the Gulf slates in OPEC, and their 
position in world financial markeis. 

The main problem, however, is Iraq. 
It will be very difficult for it to restore 
its former economic health: It could take 
as long as 10 years. 

The Iraqi situation va ill not be solved 
unless radical changes take place in its 
political and economic structures. 

This should be based on three main 
axis: the political system: a free eco¬ 
nomic system that is open to the world; 
and the development of new resources 
besides oil. namely, agriculture and 
industry. 

One should not forget the fact that 
three major issues in the Middle East are 
of much concern to the US. These are: 
Gulf oil and its free flow; normalization 
with Israel: and religious 

fundamentalism. 

As for the oil. Iraq has to be separated 
from the Gulf region, tin facL this is 
what was done when pan of Iraq’s terri¬ 
tory on the Gulf—Um Qassr—was 
given to Kuwait, so that Iraq can be 
linked from the nonh and. thus commer¬ 
cially and geographically connected with 
the Middle EasL in the future). 

Normalization of relations with Israel 
cannot be achieved with the exclusion of 
Iraq from the peace process. This will 
help its economy to recover. 

Because of its political heritage. Iraq 
lends io be a secular society, separating 
religion frompolitics. 

Iraq should be integrated into a 
regional economic bloc which strength¬ 
ens its economic relations with the other 
regional member states, and helps it to 
solve ils problems, and generate new 
national resources. 

This is an abridged and edited ver¬ 
sion of a paper presented by Dr Fadel 
Al Chalabi to a seminar that was 
organized by the Arab Thought 
Forum in Amman, and published by 
the .4/ Muntada , last month. M 
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Agriculture takes a beating 

• Palestinian agriculture is taking a beating as a result of the 
two-week old Israeli imposed total security blockade of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Agriculture produce is not being 
allowed to enter the markets in towns. This has resulted in 
substantial financial losses and shortages of food supplies. 

The consequence of this could be disastrous for the agricul¬ 
tural sector. This sector has already lost millions of dollars. In 
Gaza alone the agricultural sector is losing about a million dol¬ 
lar each day. 

Hardest hit are the flower growers. Producers estimate that 
they are losing about $300 per each flower dunum daily. 
Rower growers has flourished in the Strip arid were expecting 
a bountiful year with total of 700,000 flowers being produced 
daily for exports. 

Up until last Wednesday it was reported that there are at 
least 10 million flowers that are waiting to be exported. Grow¬ 
ers say that they could face financial ruin if Israel does not lift 
the blockade because flowers have a short life span. 

However, towards the end of the week, the first shipment of 
flowers was allowed to Holland through the Cairo interna¬ 
tional Airport About 34 tons were allowed 
But the flowers problem still continues. Al Quds daily 
reported that the Israeli authorities are now stopping the pack¬ 
aging material for flowers from entering Gaza. Lsraeli authori¬ 
ties say the material is a security risk and could be used for 
carrying arms into the Gaza Strip. 

Other farming sectors have also been hit. The prices of cit¬ 
rous fanners have plummeted. 20 kilos of oranges is being 
sold for about five shakels. As a result some farmers prefer to 
leave the produce on the trees rather than sell it at a loss. 

The price of vegetables has also deteriorated A box of 
tomatoes, courgettes, and potatoes is being sold at three sha- 
kles. Similarly, the price of a kilo of strawberries has dropped 
to less than a shakle. 

The continuation of the Israeli blockade has meant that pro¬ 
duce is not getting to market This has not only created food 
shortage, but deterioration in prices. This is what happened in 
Jericho. While stacked boxes of vegetables waited to be deliv¬ 
ered to other areas of the West Bank, fanners were complain¬ 
ing of mounting debts. These were compounded by the fact 
that prices were increasing. But that is not all. Since fanners 
could not sell, they were not allowed to buy their agricultural 
needs. A vicious circle that occurred in Tulkarem, Qalqily and 
Jenin. 

Face to face 

• The first face to face meeting took place between the Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal and the Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres. The occasion was the Sharm el Sheik 
Summit that took place last week. Dennis Ross, the US peace 
coordinator said the meeting between the two took place in 
one of the hotel lobbies where the conference was being held. 

On another note, the Qatari Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Khalifha Al Than!, invited the Israeli Minister to 
visit Qatar any time he likes. What was interesting was that 
the minister made the invitation while he was at the podium 
delivering his country's message to the Peace Makers Summit. 

Speaking before the summit, a high level Qatari official said 
that he expected the visit of Mr Peres to take place between 25 
March and 5 April. He also said that commercial offices 
between the two countries is expected to be announced during 
the visit If this takes pfaSe, Qatar will be the second Arab 
Gulf state to normalize relations with Israel after.Oman. 

Z' U. 'i iJts 

Jordanian military men visit Israel 

• Fifteen Jordanian top ranking military officers visited 
Israel, on an official visit Later, together with the Israeli Gen¬ 
eral Allan Beiran, the commander of the central region, they 
visited Jerusalem. 

The head of the Jordanian delegation was Gen. Mansour 
Rashid. The officers went on a sightseeing tour of Jerusalem 
and bought presents for their families. One of the officers said 
that this is the first time he visited Jerusalem and said 'it is a 
very beautiful dty.” Another said that many Jordanians visit 
Jerusalem and “that this is one of the fruits of peace.” 

The bead of the Jordanian military Intelligence. Gen. Tahsir 
Shurdum was in Israel last week. He was met by his Israeli 
counterpart Gen. Moshe AUun. According to Al Quds. the two 
discussed Hamas activities in Jordan. Meetings between the 
two sides are expected to increase and the offices of Hamas 
are expected to close down. 

Demolitions: the double standard 

• The recent statements of the Israeli Minister of education 
Shumeii Aloni hits the nail on the head. She comes as a sober¬ 
ing voice at a lime when the world is screaming about vio¬ 
lence. terrorism and yes. Hamas. 

Her call on her government to adopt similar tactics in deal¬ 
ing with Israeli terrorism as that dealt with Palestinian vio¬ 
lence is particularly revealing coming from an Israeli leader. 

She said demolition of Palestinian houses as a punishment 
to stop violence must be applied forcefully on Israelis when 
they commit such acts. Why did the government not demolish 
the house of Baroch Goldstein when he gunned down over 25 
people in the Ibrahimi Mosque. Why didn't the government 
demolish the house Yigal Amir when he shot Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin she pointed out. 


By William Drozdiak 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Servies 

GENEVA—The leaders of 
Croatia and Serbia promised to 
send three senior military offi¬ 
cers to The Hague by the end 
of tins month to stand trial for 
alleged war crimes, marking a 
significant boost in their coop¬ 
eration on what is deemed one 
of the most sensitive issues of 
the Bosnia peace accords. 

The joint agreement, which 
calls for Zagreb to dispatch a 
Croatian general suspected of 
mass murder and Belgrade to 
deliver two Bosnian Serb offi¬ 
cers accused of ordering the 
killing of Muslim civilians in 
Srebrenica last summer, was 
hailed by US officials as an 
encouraging breakthrough at a 
time when efforts to cany out 
the American-brokered peace 
agreement have reached a criti¬ 
cal threshold. 

After nearly eight hours of 
talks here with Balkan leaders. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher announced the 
extradition deal along with a 
package of other measures, 
including stepped-up NATO 
patrols in the troubled Sarajevo 
suburbs, designed to sustain 
the cease-fire, accelerate recov¬ 
ery from four years of war and 
prepare free elections in Bosnia 
by the end of this summer. 

The meeting, which brought 
together Presidents Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia and Franjo 
Tudjman of Croatia and acting 
President Ejup Ganic of Bos¬ 
nia, was arranged to mark the 
separation of belligerents 
achieved during the three 
months since NATO's 60,000- 
strong peacekeeping force 
began arriving in Bosnia to 
implement the agreement 
reached last fail in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

“The killing has ended, the 
armies have withdrawn,” 
Christopher said at a news con¬ 
ference. This is an extraordi¬ 
nary accomplishment, one that 
many thought would never be 
possible." 

But if the withdrawal of rival 
Bosnian forces to the lines set 


Croatia, Serbia 


Agreement on war 
crimes tribunal 


out in the Dayton I 
accord has been a jgjJSggr 
military success Be! W zM 

for NATO, there 
were strong fears 
that the next 
phase of fortify- ’*‘-*VJ* 
ing the peace and * 

laying the ground- 
work for a lasting 
reconciliation wyT? 
between the Mus- Vr 
lim-Croat feelers- * 

tion and the Serb ,--- 

republic within | ft 
Bosnia will prove 

far more J_ 

daunting. IF" 

The fragile alii- ^ 
ance between the J i 

Muslims and 
Croats shows * II “ 
signs of co I laps- 
ing over rival 
claims to the i&KtSflla 
southern city of 
Mostar and a 
reluctance to 
create a joint government. 
Meanwhile, the chaotic depar¬ 
ture of tens of thousands of 
Bosnian Serbs from Sarajevo 
suburbs has strengthened the 
belief of many Bosnians that 
any hopes of reviving their 
multiethnic state are rapidly 
fading. 

“My main worry is that the 
forces of ethnic separation still 
are far stronger than the forces 
of ethnic reintegration,'' said 
Carl Bildt, the former Swedish 
prime minister who oversees 
the civilian side of the peace 
process. “The developments in 
and around Sarajevo, as well as 
the tensions in the federation. 
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“Don’t worry, fellas - it'll take Them years to find us!" 


bear tragic testimony to this 
fact,” 

With violence and arson still 
taking place in the last of five 
Serb-held areas near Sarajevo. 
Christopher said US Adm. 
Leighton W Smith Jr. the com¬ 
mander of NATO’s peacekeep¬ 
ing force, gave fresh orders 
Monday to step up patrols in 
Grbavica to help restore order 
and smooth the transition from 
Serb to the Muslim-Croat fed¬ 
eration authorities. . 

Under Smith's new instruc¬ 
tions, NATO troops will have 
the authority to detain sus¬ 
pected looters and arsonists for 
up to 72 hours. But US offi¬ 


cials emphasized these “addi¬ 
tional responsibilities” are only 
temporary, and that NATO 
forces are determined not to be 
sucked into police duties that 
remain the responsibility of 
local governments. 

NATO troops have also 
shied away from hunting down 
the 53 accused war criminals, 
□early all of whom are still at 
large. But Christopher said the 
consent given by Milosevic 
and Tudjman to extradite 
accused officers in their cus¬ 
tody bolstered hopes that the 
governments of Serbia, Croatia 
and Bosnia'will start handing 


over suspects 
voluntarily. 

WSSSfM Christopher 

_ said Croatian 

authorities will 
soon arrange for 
Gen. Timobir 
Blaskic to be 
turned over to 
the Hague tribu- 
nal to stand trial 
T for acts of geno- 

ride and other 
~1 7] war crimes com- 

T ==4 tt** mined in 1993 

JL _ against Muslims 

IT" in Viusz in cen- 

tral Bosnia. 

1 ) The two Bos- 

n * an Serb offi ' 
j—cars, Drazen 
Erde movie and 
Rati Slav Krerae- 
no vie, were 
■ accused of order¬ 

ing dozens if not 
hundreds of kill¬ 
ings in the massacre of Muslim 
civilians from the eastern town 
of Srebrenica last summer. 
They were arrested two weeks 
ago by Serbian authorities and 
have been held in Belgrade 
pending extradition. 

Only two of the 53 accused 
war criminals are now await¬ 
ing trial in The Hague, and US 
officials said there were no 
indications yet that the most 
wanted suspects, Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadjic and 
his top military commander, 
Ratko Mladic will be seized 
and expelled by Serbian 
authorities. ■ 



Egypt willing to remove any 
impediments to investments 

A. - *-r • 


. ..ByGeorgeS.Hishmeh 
USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON—"We are 
determined to go ahead with 
removing any impediments, 
any administrative blockage or 
any action that is needed, 
whether it is a new law, a mod¬ 
ification of an existing law or it 
is an attitude" to pave the way 
for increased foreign id vest¬ 
ments in Egypt 

This assertion was made to 
American and Egyptian busi¬ 
nessmen by Egypt’s new Min¬ 
ister of Economy and Interna¬ 
tional Cooperation, Nawal el- 
Tatawi, at a luncheon here 
March 12. 

The American-educated 
minister, the first Arab woman 
to hold this position anywhere 
in the Arab world, is in the 
United States on a 10-day visit 
promoting investments in 
Egypt and meeting with senior 
officials of the US government 
and international financial 
institutions. She also spoke at 
a conference in New York on 
investing in Egypt. 

Tatawi emphasized that the 
new Egyptian government of 
Prime Minister Kama! Gan- 
zouri, which came to office last 


January, is determined to see - practices, introduction of new meat i 
Egypt “ready for this takeoff at technology, redaefcotirof white that ft 
the threshold of the 21st and reorientation towards thecui 
Century." exports—“much more than we Law l 

Considering the determina- are doing" at present She also miUiot 
tion and potentialities, she con- pointed to favorable water cable said al 
tinued, "I am very hopeful it is resources that could help in funds 
going (to take place) with a lot desert reclamation, which to reflect 
of your help," she said at the date, she added, has been dime confid 
luncheon, hosted by the Ameri- with the assistance of the Tata 
can Clumber of Commerce in Egyptian private sector. Egypt! 

Egypt, which fielded about 50 Compared with the agricui- days it 
Egyptian businessmen who cure sector where die govern- she co 
were on the last leg 

SSS Tatawi emphasized that 

J v °ies busincss the new Egyptian government 
Tatawi toid the of Prime Minister Kamal 

capacity audience y-r _ • v • v_, 

attire US. Cham- GaUZOUn, Which Came tO 

^ office last January, is 

£, e , 5J5 is H S determined to see Egypt 
ing “to accelerate “ready for the takeoff at the 

of the economy to threshold of the 21st Century ” 

an average of ^ 


meat is planning, she recalled complaint” and to speed up the. 
that foreign investment under procedure for reform. 


the current Foreign Investment 
Law has amounted to 55,000 
million Egyptian pounds. She 
said about 60 percent of these 
funds came from Egyptians, 
reflecting a growing Egyptian 
confidence in the economy. 

Tatawi also pointed out that 
Egyptians abroad are nowar 
days investing in Egypt But 
she continued, no matter how 
much Egyptians are 


Tatawi emphasized that 
the new Egyptian government js "«*? ■» ® 

r n- v J fill the gap to meet 

of Prime Minister Kamal ^ objectives, she 

y-r . T • r , estimated Egyptian 


of Prime Minister Kamal 
Ganzouri, which came to 
office last January, is 
determined to see Egypt 
ready for the takeoff at the 
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seven to right per¬ 
cent." She explained that "a 
major objective” of this under¬ 
taking is to improve the living 
standards of the Egyptian peo¬ 
ple, and “not only a rate of 
growth that can be achieved in 
one of the sectors at the cost of 
depriving some of the 
population.” 

This will entail, she acknowl¬ 
edged, a faster growth rate of 
the productive sector, as well as 
the commodity and agriculture 
sectors; the latter provides 
“subsistence to about 50 per¬ 
cent of the population.” 

She said there is still room 
for improvement in farming 


mem is aiming at a growth rate 
of 2 S percent, she said the tar¬ 
get in the industry sector is a 
growth of 10 percent. 

“We know this is optimis¬ 
tic,” she admitted, “but we 
know it is achievable.” She 
thought that through moderni¬ 
zation, productivity can be 
raised and “it has to be raised 
in aU sectors of the economy.” 

Then, the minister returned 
to her punch line: There is 
much opportunity for new 
investment in the' industrial 
sector.” 

After citing several new pro¬ 
jects that the Egyptian govem- 


U capital abroad to be 

anywhere between 30 
and 40 billion dollars, 
f Moreover, she pointed 

out that Arab capital 
He abroad is estimated at 
,, 700 billion dollars. 
ry." The minister, who 
previousfy held posi¬ 
tions at the World 
Bank and fbe United Nations, 
acknowledged that before 
Egypt can expect an inflow of 
foreign capita), conditions have 
to improve. 

She cited improvements in 
the country’s physical infra¬ 
structure and provision of basic 
financial infrastructures, and 
deregulation in the legislative 
and administrative framework 
of the country. 

Nevertheless, she promised 
that the new government is 
“very determined to go ahead” 
with additional improvements. 
She pointed to the 20 working 
groups set op "to listen to any 


She pointed to the new 
investment procedures allow¬ 
ing investors to “simply notify" 
the government of their invest¬ 
ment rather than seeking prior 
approval, the reduction on tar- 
iffi on capital goods and the 
law to give land free or at nom¬ 
inal rent to investors. 

Tatawi also emphasized the 
“big push in the field of privati¬ 
zation.” where over 100 indus¬ 
trial companies and hotels will 
be sold to the private sector in 
the next two years. 

• “We look to privatization.” 
she continued, “not as a matter 
of title or providing money for 
the government, but an objec¬ 
tive to promote competition in 
the market and provide further 
entry to investors in different 
fields as well as freeing the 
government resources to be 
invested in areas which are the 
main occupation of 
government,” 

She continued: “You are 
welcome to share in this 
endeavor through direct invest¬ 
ment or the possibilities of 
international financial institu¬ 
tions setting up funds and buy¬ 
ing share on the capital 
market” 

She concluded her remarks 
by noting that Egypt, as a result 
of the Mideast peace process, 
has the potential to develop 
regional schemes. 

“We are determined to make 
Egypt take off,” she said. “We 
know it is our responsibility 
bur we need your help to 
accomplish all of this.” ■ 


Tickets available at: - — . 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Babiche, tel. 661322 : 

- Characters, teL 07- 927106 

- Freddy for Music, tel.692696 

- Music Box; tel. 815745. 

- Romero, tel. 644227 

- YWCA, teL 641 Ii9 V : ; ..---— 

- National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 : 


Ticket price: JD 7 
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Was&ingJriit—The water crisis feeing 
tire MiddteEartandNortb Africa" can 
be 1 avoided;if sieps'are;takes* nnmedf-- 
atejy, according to' a new WoiJd JJanls 
report, "From Scarcity : to. Security: 
Averting a Water Crisis in tlte.I&uldle - 
East ajl > - '! ‘v 

The repwldtesG^a as a obe of.the 
most extreme example* of. the water 
crisis Ji -where ea^x palesaoian^ now. * 
has access to less fitto : 15'gaBons'.of; 
waterp^day,cooipar^lto wOffgaltans*; 
of wafer lor ieacji Axnesrftauu «.”The 
criticaTconfflfl 0 rw j, rGaza and across ; 
the regjffln can .be' remedied within a 
decade if steps .are taken immediately.. 
Hie key will be for cwontries to fooda-' 
naenfaBjy- change the way water is used . 
and managed, to make the most of 


“These .changes most- fake place 
qmdkfy,”. said KanaL DerSis, World 
Bank vke Tti-esktent for the Middle 
East-and North Africa.(MENA), com¬ 
menting oh the reports recommenda¬ 
tions in .a March ZO Wodd Bank 


“The bank has outlined steps white 


, * -Jb^p. <»untrfes;lh.the 

before they »ff^-hBD>anVwel£a^e for- : 
. Ad:, -and, before ifeay haye * greater." 
rppipihC oh hcobohtic acti vity-a d stahil- - 
ity in .regKHi.”-?; • J".' • \ i ’ 

^T beBeye.£be‘ T tematicuiaJ. Cbmmh-' 
nitf, facliidfhg the. WprM'B^nkt hhiat 
. .plhy fts .part la the eflqrt to Mht a 
i: water ;onsi!^ J)isyis notu^Uhr, 

theBhpIc cajDQhe Waterionffer- 
the regfon to be held Jteemty. ; 

T-“ 

Tbei^ort says that .if .actitfp.hr 
'."fekif. -each Palesfiniflh^n^r. 

have than 8 gaOotis at vnder per 
d^y .wphin. 30 yeaxs. But,,tite critical: 
cdmUtioitt -.in.. '.Gaza. and artrkb.; the: 
r^gi6q; ^2ui. he ranedied;vrftiifiBjk 'dec 1 . 
ale;'water nvaOiMBty foc r dAaaestSe' 
aod lodostrjai ese dmdd be iiirtexsed 
by 50 percetrt regloarwiiie, add- water 
losses, now a mban tio g " fa about S^per- • 
tent of n?&~iidpaf wafer isappfiei, 
could be art by/batf If steps- are. taken 
- . : : v.. - - ' 

The fcey^will befor tumntHes toJon- 
dairienthUy change; .tire wpy- water s 


psed and masaged, to malde the -mbst 
r-'-pf t^hsnS^ftaen^ita^s.'': 

; > ^-it^mnaf' .'.loviestiiattitjr teettof -$&■. 

- addeve: sack a IjsedOi Srffl ‘be , BrtWi*n 
fSdS: Wjllon 

Jtert the, estimates, 

wjftfc the haDt ^fo^nre iu v .te t a aents to. 
lajpre froin iijte- .cbmxtides r titetisteives, 
mostly: throtigh 

ara eqMyfed to teutrilmte ^bpat 25 
r ! p crceyc t m j&ectets;*.-! j,\ - 

X -■ . water.crisfet, 

"w£D ^ reqnJrfrvtwrk fSrants, 

7 Accmxling 

- a fotur^pomt actkrp ^j^am Mohlffidng 
each. Country ?STKfforts- td'^c^eve coo^ 

. e rat i dn , and pax^ ^ tati dn in water 
. hshes wtth&aU levels of society; fate- 
< ixatfoiod ^waterresoinre. ptan- 
-ttung aod, poflcy-mattlng .t6 v nwohdle 
' competing ^3em*hds for prater; using 
; .wttesmdre--^^tei'#.:whBe r^fndhg 
. p^Untiod terqo^hk^b&IJbn and.sedc- 
•ing' aheroatfve sources of - water-- 
water: Imports; regional. and 

thrortgfi jtffbrdable ^esaHnation. 


•m- Kuwait might finally 
been moving in the black. 
Her budget has witnessed a 
continual deficit since the 
Gulf War. because uf the 
huge expenditure it had to 
rebuild the country. How¬ 
ever. international investors 
are confident that Kuwait 
will soon once again be a 
high powered economy it 
once was. However, not yet 
out of the red. this year's 
budget is still expected to 
have a deficit of $4.4 
billion. 

Tahran has finally 
lashed out at Palestinian 
National Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yassir Arafat. The 
chairman said Iran was 
behind the last Hamas 
bombings in Israel, and that 
it must stop. However. Iran 
totally rejected such a 
claim. Spokesman at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry 
said he was very surprised 
by such accusations which 
were jointly made between 
Arafat and Israel. But Ara¬ 
fat was adamant, saying the 
bombs were carried out 
with Iran’s complicity. 

or Qatar could eventually 
be moving into the GCC 
fold. In their last meeting in 
Saudi Arabia, the members 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council said they were sat¬ 
isfied with the Council's 
performance and that the 
differences between the 
GCC countries have been 
ironed out. As a show of 
friendliness. Qatar says it 
supports the appointment of 
Mr Jamil Hijlan, who is a 
Saudi, as Secretary-General 
of the GCC. 

w The Sudanese elections 
have presented another 
momentous occasion. Not 
only elections were to elect 
a president, but a 275 par¬ 
liamentary scats of the 400 
Sudanese parliament. With 
a high electoral turnout 
throughout the country, the 
current president Omar Al 
Bashir proved a sure win¬ 
ner. This time 40 people 
stood against the president- 
This is really unprece¬ 
dented in Sudan’s history. 
Having come as a result of 
a military coup. Al Bashir 
later proved popular. As 
expected the opposition 
which was banned in 19S9, 
boycotted the elections. 
Thirteen candidates subse¬ 
quently withdrew because 
of what the claimed as seri¬ 
ous irregularities in the vot¬ 
ing procedures. 


Record 
profits for 
Housing 
Bank 




Zuheir Khouri 

HOUSING BANK profits 
in 1995 reached an unprec¬ 
edented growth, ft reached 
JD10.25 million. This is a 
76.5 percent increase over 
the bank’s profits in the 
year before. 

According to the bank's 
records, the total assets of 
this financial institution 
amounted to JD 1.103 bil¬ 
lion (a 13.5 percent 
increase over 1995). 
Deposits at the bank grew 
by 7.6 percent, and real¬ 
ized earnings amounted to 
JD 48.214 million in 1995 
compared with only JD 
30.487 million in 1994 la 
58percem increase). 

- The bank's figures also 
show that its total expendi¬ 
tures in 1995 were JD 
27.351 million, and appro¬ 
priation for covering the 
bank’s activities in differ¬ 
ent fields amounted to JD 
10.612 million. 

The Housing Bank is 
seen throughout the coun¬ 
try as the second effective 
and influential financial 
institution in terms of 
deposits, assets, and bank¬ 
ing services. 

The Housing Bank's 
Board of Directors has 
been chaired by the well 
known Jordanian banker 
Mr Zuheir Khouri, and 
deputy general manger Mr 
Abdul Qader Dweik. ■ 
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Migrant colony builds 
a new life in Russia 

Many, indeed , are frustrated by the cold welcome . They say they often are shocked by the poverty, 
passivity and drunkenness of their new neighbors, who in turn tend to resent the migrants’ deter¬ 
mination to rise above them . 



Settling migrants are finding it hard to be accepted 


By Richard Boudreaux 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 

BORISOGLEBSK. Russia— As Rus¬ 
sians retreating in humiliation from the 
Soviet empire's lost outposts began to 
settle here a few years ago. fearful voices 
at a town meeting demanded a “sanitary 
cordon’’ to strangle the new colony. 

The newcomers, they said, were Rus¬ 
sians. But not like us. After all. they’re 
from Central Asia and talk with their 
hands. They might impose Islam. They'll 
bring disease, maybe guns and drugs, and 
take our jobs, our bread, the water from 
our wells. 

But the seulers kept coming and they 
now number 6,000. TTiis spring, they will 
start moving out of cramped trailers on 
the edge of town and into a stylish vil¬ 
lage of brick cottages and apartments that 
has its own school and hospital—the 
largest Russian community ever created 
by and for migrants. 

Instead of a burden, the colony has be¬ 
come a boon to this industrial town of 
75,000 people, where unpainted wooden 
fences line the streets and horse cans 
slow traffic. A settlers' network of 18 
companies pays local taxes. "Hiey have 
restored a stadium, rescued the' town 
from a flood and busted cosily local mo¬ 
nopolies on road paving and cement mix¬ 
ing. 

‘This used to be a sleepy provincial 
town: the migrants woke it up” says 
Mayor Valery Lebedev. "They have 
broken the old stereotypes of what life 
should be like. They are creating good 
living conditions (ike the ones they had 
To tell the truth, there is not a single 
problem the migrants cannot help us 
solve.” 

The biggest Europe-bound migration 
of the late 20th century—the flow of 
Russians to a weakened, insecure moth¬ 


erland —is shaking up towns and villag¬ 
es from the Baltic Sea to the Ural Moun¬ 
tains. with no letup in sight. Pushed 
across borders by ethnic violence and the 
uncertainties of life in what suddenly be¬ 
came foreign countries, more than three 
million Russians have arrived in a home¬ 
land many had never seen. There, be¬ 
cause of an urban housing crunch, this 
displaced colonial elite—which includes 
some of Russia’s best doctors, teachers 
and engineers —must reinvent their lives 
in the backwaters. 

Roughly two-thirds have settled with 
relatives or on their own. The rest have 
banded together to build a few hundred 
pioneer “compact settlements” across the 
map. The new colonies ore met almost 
everywhere by suspicion, jealousy and 
inadequate public assistance. Russia's 
Security Council warned in a 1994 report 
that migrants frustrated by a lack of jobs 
and housing could become “a destabiliz¬ 


ing factor in political life,” strengthening 
forces that agitate to restore the Soviet 
Union. 

But recent interviews with migrants re¬ 
settling in Russian regions paint a less 
alarming picture. 

Many, indeed, are frustrated by the 
cold welcome. They say they often are 
shocked by the poverty, passivity and 
drunkenness of their new neighbors, who 
in turn tend to resent the migrants' deter¬ 
mination to rise above them. 

It is this drive, however, that makes 
the organized migrants, by their own def¬ 
inition. a reformist force in small-town 
Russia rather than a lobby against the 
post-Soviet order. Their energies go into 
self-help schemes for getting on their 
feel. Their politics are local. 

Some settlements, little more than 
trailer camps next to construction sites of 
unfinished homes, are on the verge of 
bankruptcy and despair. Most, however. 


eke out profits from small businesses that 
help finance home building. 

"I would say most of them are success¬ 
ful. unless you define success as driving 
a Mercedes-Benz,” said Boris Sergeyev, 
chairman of Compatriots, a private agen¬ 
cy that channels loans and foreign assis¬ 
tance to migrant settlements. “What they 
have is the ability to survive in the lough 
conditions Russia presents today .“ 

Migrants have cornered the dumpling 
market in Pskov and the plastic sheering 
trade in Saratov. Ninety entrepreneurs 
have received $700,000 in chain-saws, 
baking ovens, sewing machines and other 
stan-up equipment from the Geneva- 
based International Organization for Mi¬ 
gration. They employ other migrants and 
are starting to trade among themselves. 
Fifteen nonprofit migrant associations of¬ 
fer members legal and employment ser¬ 
vices. 

"A national network is developing.” 


said Richard Morris, the Geneva organi¬ 
zation’s field officer in Russia. "Migrants 
understand each other like combat vete¬ 
rans. They're going through a crisis in 
their lives when they've lost utmost 
everything." 

The fate of any migrant settlement de¬ 
pends a lot cm the personal relationship 
beiween its leader and ihe mayor. In 
most places it is civil. 

Here in Borisoglebsk. in an eastern 
Russian grain-growing region, the two 
men have become friends and share ihe 
dream of building the finest town hall in 
Russia. 


But even this colony, a model of suc¬ 
cess for Russian migrants, struggles 
against deep-seated local prejudices. 

The colony grew out of a 1990 deci¬ 
sion by (5 Russian architects and design¬ 
ers to move their cooperative from the 
Central Asian republic of Tajikistan after 
civil strife broke out. They wanted to 
build anew in Russia. The company and 
the colony are known by the Russian ac¬ 
ronym A hoko. 

Each month, a train car arrives filled 
with new migrant families. Khako's 
branch in Dushanbe, the Tajik capital, se¬ 
lects them to settle here and work for the 
expanding company, which now has 960 
employees. 

Anatoly Balashov. 49. a gruff, man 
who resembles former Polish leader Lech 
Walesa, is the driving force of this ven¬ 
ture. His parents, banished by Stalin’s po¬ 
lice. look him as an infant to Tajikistan, 
where he grew up to study math and prac¬ 
tice interior design. 

“1 use to work in a bright, clean, warm 
studio.” he said, tramping through mud 
and snow on a tour of his sprawling pro¬ 
ject. "1 used to drive past construction 
sites like this, see workers in rubber boots 
and think. 'Boy. am I lucky 1 don’t do 
that for a living!’ Now my life has 
changed completely.” 

Now Balashov is learning to navigate 
Russia's wild capitalism. He also is trying 
to fend off the town’s ultranationalist 
Cossack chief, who claims that migration 
is a CIA plot to pit Russians against Rus¬ 
sians, weaken the nation and make towns 
like Borisoglebsk “explode.” ■ 


• As the settlement prospers, such phobia has given 
way to envy and greed. A woman phoned a call-in 
debate on television in December to ask how, if these 
migrants are supposed to be so poor, can they build, 
such nice homes? 

Citing a need to upgrade its service, the phone 
company is demanding $10,000 for a single line to 
Kboko’s hew health, clinic. Powerful utility bosses 
“are trying to tuns Khoko into a milk cow,” said 
Sergei Mikhailov, a local businessman in partner¬ 
ship with the settlers. 

But attitqdes toward the migrants are improving, 
rtianlcm to their avfc deeds and the support of the lo¬ 
cal Russian Orthodox priest, who blessed Khoko’s 
cornerstone. Migrant Children go to the town school 
and a migrant leader sits on the elected town .coun¬ 
cil. Khoko employs about 100 townspeople who left 
dying Soviet-era factories; when Khoko’s village is 
. finished, half the 4500 homes will be offered for sale 


to locals. 

Tf a poll were taken today. Mayor I^hpdev says, 
‘it would be pretty even, for and against them,” a 
shift in the migrants’ favor. 

Balashov checked 12 rural sites before deciding to 
set up in Borisoglebsk. The 350-year-old town has a 
dwindling, graying population and dozens of histor¬ 
ic buildings in need of the settlers restorative talents. 
In return for free trailers and work credits to be ex¬ 
changed for permanent housing, Khoko employees 
accept six-day work weeks, low wages and a long 
wait. Rather than build in a hurry, Balashov chose 
to transform Khoko piece by piece into a fully inte¬ 
nd construction conglomerate with enough regp- 
clients all over Russia to survive—after the vil¬ 
lage is finished. 

The conglomerate started in a converted stable, 
where architects produce state-of-the-art blueprints 
on German-made computers for one-tenth the sala¬ 


ry they could earn in Moscow. It branched into 
workshops in Qponsei Jike huts that fabricate every 
construction item from nails to roof tiles. It owns the 
biggest fleet of trucks, cranes and bulldozers in 
town, along with a printing press, jewelry shop, 
baby food factory and sewing co-op. 

Balashov orders background checks on all future 
settlers and has them searched for guns and drugs 
when they arrive. He prowls his factories, breaking 
up domino games and sniffing for alcohol. Fifteen 
workers have been expelled for drunkenness. His 
32-man security force follows certain settlers to 
town to keep them out of trouble. 

Ultimately, what keeps Khoko and other colonies 
going is collective spirit and a belief that Russia, no 
matter how inhospitable, offers far better opportu¬ 
nity than the places they fled. Of Khoko’s 15 found¬ 
ers, all but one—a man whose marriage failed—are 
still together after years of sacrifice. 



Latest from Britain 

Sex, private lives 
and videotapes 




By Fred Barbash 

LA Times- Washington Post Newsservice 

LONDON—Britain bristles with video sur¬ 
veillance cameras—more per capita, accord¬ 
ing to some eslimales, than any other coun¬ 
try- 

They scrutinize parking garages, housing 
developments, department stores and offic¬ 
es. ail in the interest of fighting crime. They 
also watch couples intertwined in office 
stockrooms, elevators and cars; women un¬ 
dressing in department store changing 
rooms; and husbands and wives in domestic 
squabbles. 

Such scenes, which once titillated only 
security officers, have now arrived in video 
stores everywhere, for the viewing pleasure 
of anyone over 18 willing to spend roujzhlv 
$15. For those who prefer violence to sex. 
the two tapes on the market also feature, 
among other things, an old man getting beat¬ 
en up in a store robbery, drug dealers bash¬ 
ing each other with pipes and a selection of 
“ram raids,” in which thieves break into 
shops by ramming a car through the en¬ 
trance. 

The tapes’ producers have purchased the 
footage from insurance companies, security 
firms and local governmental authorities, ac¬ 
cording to James Hunt, the chief "research¬ 
er” for one production. "Caught in the Act.” 

Hunt says their point is to show "the dark 
side of surveillance systems"—and also, by 
the .way. to make money. The videos—the 
other is titled "Really Caught in the Act”— 
have prompted modest outrage (but no laws) 
in Parliament and vigorous protests from 
Britain’s main civil-liberties organization, 
which is pushing for a law that would re¬ 
strict the use and distribution of footage 
from closed-circuit television, referred to 
here as CCTV. 

“This misuse of materia] brings CCTV. 
which is a very valuable tool in the fight 
against crime, into disrepute." Bruce Gale, a 
member of Parliament's Media Committee, 
told Britain's Press Association "Anyone 
can do this.” said Duncan Lustig-Prean, a 
spokesman for the civil-liberties group Lib¬ 
erty. 

’ “There are no controls at all. We think 


Without a bill of rights offering protection 
from government intrusions on privacy, indi¬ 
viduals have no recourse against local govern¬ 
ment agencies that provide such tapes to pro¬ 
ducers The producers protect themselves from 
Invasion-of-privacy lawsuits by making the 
footage sufficiently fuzzy— if it is not al¬ 
ready— to prevent identification of those 
caught in the act. not that the average person 
would be likely to come forward. 

While their faces are unidentifiable, their 
candid performances are quite clean the man 
and woman making love amid the manila 
folders, the couple making love in the front 
scar of a large car. the woman—described in 
"Caught in the Act” as a shoplifter— 
disrobing in an unnamed department-store 
dressing room. 

For good measure, the latest video features 
a "re-enactment” of Princess Diana’s being 
videotaped as she browsed a fashionable Lon¬ 
don department store, with a look-alike ac¬ 
tress playing her part in what the producers 
claim is a realistic version of an actual event. 

Hunt happily acknowledges that while the 
videos purport to be a form of protest about 
surveillance, they also bring in money. “We 
sold 60.000 in rhe first morning” when a re¬ 
vised version of “Caught in the Act” was re¬ 
leased last week, he said, and "we’ve ordered 
another 125.000 copies. 

When it comes down to video journalism 
—and that is what we claim to he—we're to¬ 
tal hypocrites." 

Britain's Local Government information 
Unit, an umbrella organization of city and 
county authorities, is proposing a new volun¬ 
tary Spy Camera Code that would restrict ac¬ 
cess to the tapes. Alan Pickstock, a spokes¬ 
man for the group, estimated that 300 of the 
country’s 400 local government agencies op¬ 
erate security cameras as a crime deterrent. 

He said work on the code began before rhe 
videos hit the shelves, following a study that 
highlighted the absence of restrictions on who 
gets to look at what Liberty, the civil liberties 
group, does not think voluntary codes go far 
enough. The debut of "Caught in the Act" last 
month caused a controversy that prompted its 
producers to withdraw it. edit it—eliminating, 
among other things, sex in an elevator — and 
then reissue it last week, taking full advantage 
of the flap. This is "the footage "they' don’t 
want you to see.” says the blurb on the new 
version's cover. In 
the interim, a copycat 
•: producer pui out a 

■ similar video called 
j “Really Caught in 

the Act: CCTV — 

■ The Shocking 
.• Truth.” 

‘ Hunt fully expects 
to puff the new ver- 
sion as well, since 
v members of Parlia- 
- 1 mem already have 
-• voiced outrage about 
• it. “But.” said Hunt, 
“we can sell large 
numbers before it’s 
withdrawn again. ... 
We're hoping we can 
keep this going.” ■ 


it’s quite appalling that members of the pub¬ 
lic can be caught Eke this." 



Paddling to Peshawar 


Bicycles for smugglin 



By Kenneth J. Cooper 

The Washington Post 
LANDI KOTAL. Pakistan— 
Boys and old men alike, they 
pedaled bicycles on the hilly 
road from this border bazaar 
town to Peshawar, riding not 
for fun but for profit 

The bikes were so new that 
brown paper and plastic- 
bubble wrap still protected 
their shiny black frames and 
fenders. Labels identified the 
contents of the cardboard box¬ 
es mounted on the back of al¬ 
most every bike as glassware, 
blenders, "cinnamon" or “ba¬ 
nana." as in flavors of chewing 
gum. The more enterprising 
had lashed another new bicycle 
across the back Fender. 

The dozens of cyclists 
formed" an illegal end of the 
line for consumer goods that 
Pakistan lets landlocked Af¬ 
ghanistan import duty-free un¬ 
der a 1965 treaty. Goods 
shipped to Karachi, Pakistan’s 
port are trucked to Afghani¬ 
stan and unloaded at an out¬ 
door warehouse just across the 
border at Torkham. 

Then many items are smug¬ 
gled right back into Pakistan 
for sale at bargain prices in the 
well slocked bazaars here and 
outside Peshawar. 

Smuggling has proceeded 
openly despite checkpoints on 
the road i; ft m the border to Pe¬ 
shawar. Most of Pakistan’s 
Northwest Frontier Province is 
defined as “tribal areas.” 


where national 
laws do not apply 
beyond the road¬ 
bed. The limited 
jurisdiction dates 
to a colonial ac¬ 
commodation be¬ 
tween British rul¬ 
ers and fierce 
Pathan tribesmen. 

“The border is 
porous. Tradition¬ 
ally, people can 
cross without a 
passport or visas, 
so it’s easy to 
bring goods from 
Afghanistan into 
the tribal areas.' 
explained V.A. Ja- 
farcy, economic 
adviser to Prime 
Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. “Once 
into tribal areas, 
it's easy to trans¬ 
port them to olher areas of Pa¬ 
kistan." 

It's so easy that Pakistan has 
insiead concentrated its efforts 
to stop the smuggling at the 
other end of the pipeline. Since 
late 1994, Pakistan has banned 
the duty-free importation un¬ 
der the Afghan Transit Trade 
Agreement of televisions, air 
conditioners, refrigerators and 
a dozen other items. Preferen¬ 
tial treatment of black tea end¬ 
ed. because the shipments ap¬ 
peared clearly aimed at 
Pakistan's market. Traditional¬ 
ly. Afghans sip green tea. 
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Like other nations of South 
Asia. Pakistan has opened its 
economy to international trade, 
stimulating demand for for¬ 
eign-made goods. Shoppers 
from the cities of Lahore and 
Islamabad, the capital, are 
known to trek to Peshawar to 
buy smuggled goods. Some 
board buses to cany the consu¬ 
mer goods farther into Paki¬ 
stan's interior for resale. 

Jafarey estimated that the 
smuggling has cost his govern¬ 
ment $200 million a year in un¬ 
collected customs duties. 
“Apart from that, it's adversely 
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affecting our industry, and that 
loss is incalculable,” he said. 

Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani has protested Paki¬ 
stan's "unilateral actions" in re¬ 
vising terms of the trade 
agreement. Relations have dete¬ 
riorated in the last year, largely 
because of Pakistan's alleged 
support of the Taliban, one of 
the factions fighting to oust 
Rabbani's government from 
Kabul. Afghanistan's capital. 

Jafarey said Bhutto’s govern¬ 
ment would like to renegotiate 
the treaty but cannot do so be¬ 
cause of the disorder created by 
Afghanistan’s civil war. Rabba¬ 
ni's government, for instance, 
does not control the border 
crossing at Torkham. "We had 
to take action on our own to 


prevent damage to our econ¬ 
omy," Jafarey said. 

The smuggling continues. 
A dozen cyclists said they 
were Afghan refugees who 
live near Peshawar and take 
a bus to Landi Kotal to pick 
up bicycles. One boy in his 
early teens said he was or¬ 
phaned in Afghanistan’s 
decade of war against the 
Soviet army. A man said he 
supported two sisters whose 
husbands were killed in the 
war. 

For a 30-mile trip that 
takes about two hours, the 
refugees said they are paid 
about a dollar for riding the 
bike and $2 if they also 
bring a box of goods, slight¬ 
ly more if they carry a sec¬ 
ond bicycle One bicycle 
was seen with a bike plus a 
box—a $3 load. On a good 
day. the energetic can make 
two or three trips beiween 
Landi Kotal and Peshawar, 
they said. 

One cyclist said they bribed 
guards to get through check¬ 
points Another denied, in the 
presence of foreigners, making 
payoffs. The men and boys 
complained that they were be¬ 
ing denied the chance to make 
additional trips that day be¬ 
cause an unco-operative guard 
just down the road would not 
let them pass through his 
checkpoint until dark. It was 
early afternoon. 

So with the new bikes 
parked in the sun, the cycle 
smugglers lounged around the 
dusty roadside waiting for 
nightfall. ■ 


Award for journalists 
writings on women 
and AIDS 


AMMAN — An international award recogntzing the jour¬ 
nalist who writes the most compelling article on women 
and AIDS is being sponsored by the Family Health Inter- 
national/AlDS Control and Prevention Project (AID-- 
SCAP) and the United Nations AUK Programme (UN¬ 
AIDS). 

Submissions must be received by April 15,1996. All ar¬ 
ticles will be judged by an international panel of renowned 
journalists. Articles win be judged on the following crite¬ 
ria: 

1: Promotion of readers' understanding of women’s 
risk to HIV/AIDS 

2. Promotion of readers* understanding of the societal 
changes needed to empower women to protect themselves 
from infection 

3. Encouragement of political awareness, commitment 
and action to respond to the specific needs or women 

4. Balance, accuracy, and clarity. ■ 


-rziT-,\t •- : -a- 


-.*.**. 












































































8 THE STAR 


33 


5£f 




O 


L 


21 MARCH 1996 



Prince Zeid 
opens Fest 

T HE NEW English 
School hosted 

Amman’s First Ballet 
Fest last Sunday, 17 
March. ' 

The event which was the 
first of its kind, was under 
the patronage of HRH Prince 
Raed Bln Zeid. 

The school is recognized as 
the center of the British Bal¬ 
let Organization in Jordan. 
Coordinating the event was 
Edwins Issa, head of the per¬ 
forming arts programme at 
the school. 



HimatAli displays marvels of painting at Darat Al-Funun 

Ink meditations and 
mixed media 


By Eyad Anunani 

I Special to The Star 

F ORTY-SEVEN works 
of Hi mat Mohammad 
All's art works are on 
display at Darat A1 Funun. 
Jhe exhibition, entitled Medi¬ 
ation. was opened on 28 Feb¬ 
ruary. Twenty-nine of the 
works are ink on paper, 16 are 
mixed media on paper and 
$rood. and two ore mixed me¬ 
dia on screens. The Iraqi artist 
had 13 solo'and 14 group ex¬ 
hibitions. He'also prefers to 
leave all of his works untitled 


Hi mat likes to use all materi¬ 
als for his work, but prefers ink 
for easiness. “I use ink because 
i['s always available,” he told 
The Star. **Ii’s not what you 
use, it’s what you wish to ex¬ 
pose. You can't call me an ink 
artist. I like everything.'* he 
added. Himat likes to express 
certain things in his works. 
However, he is not at all a sym¬ 
bolist- "When you’re express¬ 
ing something, you express 
yourself, your family, your sur¬ 
roundings,” he said. 

Himat believes beautiful ma¬ 
terial and spiritual things have 



been killed. “War and politics 
changed man to a partial ma¬ 
chine. There’s war all over the 
planet, fought either with 
weapons or with thoughts,” Hi- 
mat said His approach to his 
art is best described as automa¬ 
tism. trying to alleviate the 
"real person instead of the so¬ 
cially programmed person in 
me.” He also believes that with 
die death of beauty, love and 
honesty have died too. 
‘There’s an internal suffering 
because of all that, it stays 
with me, it occupies my mind, 
therefore it surfaces in what I 
do,” he added 

His works are displays of re¬ 
petitive patterns. Tt could be a 
spiritual repetition,” he said. 
Sometimes, one of anything 
may not do. "Everyone repeats 
what they wish to call their de¬ 
sire, you keep doing it till you 
ore satisfied. And eveiy time 
you do it. it’s different than be¬ 
fore. Very much like die 
prayers, five times a day. It 
gets belter all the time. It's a 
mediation.” Himat hates being 
called an abstractionist, he re¬ 
fuses to be called a symbolist 
either. He does what he does 
and it’s a “meditation.” 

The works on Ink on paper 
are breathtaking, in some of 
the paintings, the shapes come 
so close to being similar to the 
planarisation in Arabic letters. 
The composition is dynamic, 
and flowing. Every painting is 
a space in itself. They could be 
graphical at times, but are 



many steps above lithographs 
and prints. Himat-manages to 
keep a sharp contrast in all of 
his paintings . while keeping 
them comfortable and simple 
to view. 

The mixed media works are 
darker and less subtle. They 
don’t have the depth of the ink 
works, but they seem to be the 
complementary part of the col¬ 
ors which are absent in the 
former ones. The mixed media 
works have greater color so¬ 
phistication and development 
of theme. The. two screens are 
the most sophisticated of Hi- 
mat's works. Very mature and 
vibrant, the screens strike the 
viewer with their detail aid 
dexterity. Himat's exhibition 
is on till March 28. ■ . > 



Coconut Grove turns 
up the heat on 
Amman’s night life 

C OCONUT GROVE was the first snttek bar to open in 
Abdoun. a trend which has now been followed by many 
others, making Abdoun the new cosmopolitan area for 
nightlife. 

This popular Amman snack bar is getting a lot attention these 
days, especially its summer terrace which will be opening very' 
soon. 

Coconut Grove has become a popular night spot attracting 
many people of different generations, including the large foreign 
community. “Coconut Grove, better known as Coco's to its regu¬ 
lars, is a name of a street in Miami-Florida. This street is very well 
known for its nightspots, cafes and restaurants.” said Mr Ramez 
Yaghnam. Managing Director of CocoNut Grove. He added “the 


main objective when starting Coconut Grove was to provide a 
very comfortable atmosphere that many people have been accus¬ 
tomed to whilst studying abroad, especially in the USA. “We have 
set out to bring back the unique nightlife memories of our Univer¬ 
sity days where the cocktails were exotic, the faces friendly, and 
the snacks tasty. We have also tried to accommodate to everyone’s 
taste in music with a variety ranging from soft rock, reggae, to the 
latest techno and house music.” said Mr Yaghnam. 

“AU.our patrons are greeted by Hazem Rshefdat, Manager of 
Coco's who will always try his best to accommodate to your needs 
and to make sure that everything to your satisfaction.” 

Mr Yaghnam reiterates that service is paramount, and Hazem is 
there n> make sure that first class service is what you retieiv&'.vh * 
“At a time when Jordan is opening up and becoming more tour-^ 
ist and service oriented, CoqonuL.Gmve is proud to be a ptooeerm. 


By Harry Pullens 

Special to The Star 

A S ONE enters into pro¬ 
fessor Tawfik Sajed's 
studio in Jabai Jofa. 
one is reminded instantly of a 
hermitage or an alchemist 
laboratory, in an area entirely 
free from any artistic fever. 

• But, however this dingy stu¬ 
dio might seem, it is" filled 
with outstanding work of art 
which was exhibited at many 
of the world's top galleries and 
museums. 

Saved himself is not 
unknown. A well-established 
. pioneer artist and staunch cul¬ 
tural exponent, he started draw¬ 
ing at the agl* of six. 

, Though born in Safad. Pales¬ 
tine in f939. Saved grew up in 
Ammon. Through the >ears. he 
has combined various forms of 
art which _ include painting, 
architecture.' sculpture and 
caricature. 

Looking back in time, he 
explained that his personal 
artistic experience is intricately 
woven with the history of the 
artistic movement in the coun¬ 
try "I am one of the founding 
members ni the first two ail 
associations and the first artist 
in the country to be inter¬ 
viewed by Jordan Radio.” he 
told The Star. 


Tawfik Sayed shares his views on the state of art 

Inherent politics of patronage 
defines art in Jordan 


In 1950 he started his 
artistic career as a talented 
self-taught artisL Before 
leaving the country in the 
sixties, he had shown an 
extraordinary ability. 

He subsequently gained 
scholarship from the Royal 
Academy of Fine Arts. San 
Fernando, Spain. Rounding 
up his studies at the Acad¬ 
emy of fine Arts in Rome, 
he spent a number of years 
researching anatomy and 
perspective. Over the years 
he has shifted between real¬ 
ism. expressionism and 
abstraction. 

At his studio, though his 
work ore cramped together 
in the ungenerous space, 
his ingenuity and profound 
imagination are revealed. 
There are innumerable works 
from different periods of his 
artistic experience. They have 
a number of distinct character- 



Tawfik Sayed 


istics. they are elegant and 
sophisticated: their themes are 
derived from everything. 

Mr Sayed's interest has 


need to improve the worsen¬ 
ing circumstances facing crea¬ 
tive people and culturalise in 
the Kingdom as well as the 
Arab world. 

He said pioneering artists 
like himself are suffering from 
lack of appreciation by the 
appropriate authorities 
because of the inherent poli¬ 
tics of patronage and favorit¬ 
ism which have come to 
define the new age of arts in 
the Kingdom. 

He decried the Ministry of 
Culture for what he described 
os its incompetency in guiding 
or directing Jordan's arts in 
the right way. 

“At the Ministry of Culture, 
authority is given to those 
who have no qualification or 
genuine artistic interest while 
those who are qualified and 
concerned are neglected,” he 
said. 


Reminiscences 
from Poland 


I N COOPERATION with the Goethe Insti¬ 
tute, the Polish Embassy in Amman is taking 
this opportunity to display around 90 chil¬ 
dren's drawings. 

The First Polish Children’s Art Competition 
-• Involved the majority of children from the 
»■ Polish community in Jordan. It was organized 
.Jointly by the Polish Embassy and the Polish 
' Women’s Qub which took place in December 
*95. 

The competition was addressed madly to chil¬ 
dren from mixed Polish-Jordanian families. Its 
- main purpose was to enable children to exhibit 
‘ their abilities, and to spread awareness of the 
1 importance of art In our lives and, to achieve a 
better understanding of Poland. 

The creative production of the children 
included two main subjects “My best holiday,” 
and “Reminiscences from Poland.” 

The children participating in the competition 
were, aged between three and 17 and the jury 
„ was composed of two Jordanian artists, Mr Fuad 
Mi mi and Mr Ibrahim Shalaby, as well as mem¬ 
bers of the Polish Embassy and the Polish 
Women’s Club. 

All the children’s works were unique and 
reflected genuine memories and feelings, so all 
participants received prizes. Special diplomas 
were awarded to the winners of the first, second 
and third places in three age groups. 

The exhibition wfli take place at the Goethe 
Institute starting March 25. ■ 


Jordanian singer 
introduces first album 


J ORDANIAN SINGER Murad 
‘Uwemrin has recently pro¬ 
duced an album entitled 
Habeebi (my beloved) which will be 
distributed later this year on the 
markets of the Middle East and 
Jordan. 

The album is 
made up of seven 
songs, one of 
which was written 
and composed in 
addition to being 
performed by 
‘Uweimrin. 

He stoned sing¬ 
ing at an early age 
in school choirs 
and concerts, and 
this interest has 
developed 
throughout (he 
years. In Septem¬ 
ber *95. the Jordanian singer Qusai 
Zureiqat discovered him during a 
test song entitled Musafer 
(Traveller). 

The song was broadcast on Radio 
Monte Carlo and Radio Lebanon 
and was met with a highly encourag¬ 
ing response. It was after this event 



that 'Uweimrin decided to take his 
singing a step further by recording 
his first album. 

The lyrics for the album were 
written by Azeez A1 Rassam, Yeh- 
yah Abu Taleb. Qusai Zureiqat and 
Riyad Shihadeh- 
Composed by 
Qassem 

Saboungi, Ahmad 
Rami, Qusai 
Zureiqat and Amer 
Kiswanl. the 
album is distrib¬ 
uted by Ayman 
AbudaOah the 
Managing Distrib¬ 
utor of the record¬ 
ing studio. A! 
Funoon Center. 

"I have always 
dreamt of reaching 
the hearts of peo¬ 
ple, but 1 know that 1 must work 
hard before I reach my ambition of 
becoming, a famous name in the 
world of music.” ‘Uwemrin told 
The Star. He Added "1 can't evalu¬ 
ate my own album. I'll leave that to 
my listeners." ■ 


Sayed maintains that many 
may call this bureaucracy but 
for him it is dishonesty. Dis¬ 
honesty he believes can be very 
intimidating, if a change is not 
effected. “It can destroy crea¬ 
tivity and expunge excellence 
bom the entire artistic move¬ 
ment in the Kingdom”. 

"A stare of an artistic associ¬ 
ation that is subservient to out¬ 
siders who have no genuine 
artistic judgment and interest is 
not permissible” he said. He 
also expressed disappointment 
as he believes many an associa¬ 
tions around the country are 
dominated by the rich who 
have no real interest in arts. 

Professor Sayed believes art 
should be conceptual and elitist 
to avoid saturation, since this is 
misleading for the young 
generation. 

The artist, who boasts a vast 
knowledge of European con- 




temporary art, said his Euro¬ 
pean experience tremendously 
widened his view of what art is 
about. T have come back home 
to impart my knowledge and 
experience, but here I'm not 
appreciated.” 

“When I lived abroad, I 
won much acclaim, many cov¬ 
eted awards? and accolades . but 
here in my own country, I have 
been denied the State An 
Award for too long because I 
don't believe in dishonesty.” 

He said he will continue to 
speak out until there is realistic 
perception of the situation of 
pioneers like himself, and until 
certain outdated social and cul¬ 
tural inhibitions which threaten 
genuine artistic creativity are 
done away with. ■ 




The Reader’s Test??? 

OVERHEAD AT TORINO this time & taking another j 
i path by avoiding the mention of the gastronomic! 
features of Thrino Restaurant, ChegcsiESite Cate andl 
the forthcoming opening or ChJertiTJpstairs, to test' 
and die reach or this column to Star 

For visitors to Jordan, Torino is twdiwl around the 
main square of Sweffiyeh on the Southern side of <fth 
circle- 

This time we have a special offopVfbr the readers of 
this column- Simple and daTedomcd as it may 
sound, bot .s$a good value to the reader, Torino 
Itestarthnas offered for die Reader’s 
of a free bottle of wine for a table of 4 (four) persons, 
with NO mlnimnm charge. This offer is valid for 
guests who present this issne^fB-^'^' 

Overhead at Turipp--. The 
cuisine Is basically R&Ban bat 
the Torino Restaurant has now 
become famous for it’s Sizzling 
FitLet and Exotic Sauces. 

Please call 863944 for 

your reservation or to diare 
iftJbdments. 

WILL APPRECIATE 
YOUR COMMENTS Ol 
FEEDBACK Wl 
YOUR SOURCES ARE IN 
ORDER TO ALLOW US TO 
SERVE YOU BETTER. 


SPAR SIDE 

By. ARYBABSON 



“Look. We know /lowyoudfd it—howls 
no longer the question. What we now want to 
know is why.... Why now, brown cow?” 



I t 


"And you! Whafs your story? ...H you ain’t a 
mutineer, then what the hell are you?” 


O 





“I’m leaving you, Mitchell. You've never 
had tunnel vision; you never will." 
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Films 


■ Dial M for Murder, at The 
American Center, Thursday, 
21 March at 5:00 pm. 

■ In a Brilliant Light-Van 
Gogh in Aries, ar Darat A1 
Funun, Thursday, 21 March 
at 5 JO pm. 

■ H1STOIRE D'ADELE H at 
die French Culture Center, 
Monday, 25 March at 8 pm. 
UVIVEMENT D/MANCHE 
at the French Culture Cen¬ 
ter, Tuesday. 26 March at 
6:30 pm. 

■ Around the World in 80 
Days, at the British Connell, 

Tuesday. 26 March at 5 pm. 


Exhibitions 

■ The works of Hadja Tabri 
Muasher at Alia Art Gallery, 
starting on Monday, 25 
March at 5 pm 

■ The works of Himat 
Muhammad Ali, entitled 
“Meditation” at Darat al 
Funun. continue until 28 
March. 

■ The works of Faisal Al 
Samra, at Darat Al Funun, 
starting on Tuesday, until 31 
March. 

■ The works of Nawal 
Abdullah at the French Cul¬ 
ture Center, continuing 
until 2 April. • 
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) But in the Kg Apple 

Fault lines link 
Brooklyn to 
Bangladesh 

By Shareen Hcrtel 

jjBHHE whine of a single saxophone blends with 
■-the blare ofhundreds ofcar horns, thebekfaing 

■ of a city bus, the baddng of a prissy Pekingese, 

■ the fragments of a thousand conversations 
I among men and women going about their busi- 
I ness on New York City’s Third Avenue. 

- Uptown, the avenue cuts through tony neighbor¬ 
hoods ofboutiques selling everything from marzipan 
to m uslin . Stately apartment buildings give way to 

f quiet streets of sedate browns tones. North ward, the 
Third Avenue Bridge leaves behind Manhattan for 
irrnnwrmn ® ronx ' Southward, a vacant lot 

FR QM ~~~— shielded by a block’s worth ofply- 
fiftf m* wo °d offers a montage of hided 
it If I'Pin posters for plays and rock concerts, 

announcements of Nation of Islam 
rallies, and endless graffiti. 

- - Near Manhattan’s southern tip, Chinatown nes¬ 
tles in the shadow of the Manhattan and Brooklyn 
bridges. Heading toward the junction oFThird Av¬ 
enue and Bowery; die smell of fish pierces air laden 
with the aroma of stale beer and diesel exhaust. The 
sounds and smells of Third Avenue represent but a 
sliver of New York City. Throughout the five bor¬ 
oughs, a crazy-quilt of neighborhoods is home to 
pockets of rich and poor people living within blocks 
ofpne another. Though their paths cross, many New 
Yorkers live moments yet worlds apart. 

_ Random encounters, as tourist meets mental pa¬ 
tient meets W&fl Street -financier, form the oft-gar¬ 
ish mosaic of the city. What is the reality of New 
York City—its glittering lights and skyscrapers, or 
the cardboard shantytowns along the edges of the 
ILast and Hudson Rivers? Are the lights but a glim¬ 
mering mirage above the surface of much deeper 
fault lines? 

Consider the following: while restaurants in 
New York City serve tens of thousands of meals a 
day ranging in price from a few dollars to several 
hundred, some S00 food programs serve 9,000 free 
meals daily —and nearly 1,600 people are turned 
sway day when the food runs out. As recent¬ 
ly as 1992, one in four New Yorkers was classified 
as poor, three-quarters of whom were either Black 
or Hispanic. More than half ( 53.4 percent) of the 
households in New York were head- 
ed by women without a high-school education; up¬ 
wards of 90 percent of those had no formal work 
experience. 

Poverty among children in New York City has 
become especially critical. In 1993, the number of 
poor children living in New York’s five boroughs 
was almost twice the US average (38.5 percent in 
New York City versus 21 percent nationally). To¬ 
day, some 43,000 New York City children are in 
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Urban poor siwamped by 
economic high tide 
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A special section offering 
fresh perspective on 
global issues prepared for 


Printed in five languages 
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The comparisons between New York’s 
Third Avenue and the Third World are 
striking. In this visual essay for The 
WorldPaper , Associated Press photogra¬ 
pher Matthew Roberts walked the streets 
of Phnom Penh and New York in search 
of images that capture this link 


By Crocker Snow Jr. 

A ll at once there was no more ramp, no more 
dean cordoned expressway. He was at ground 
level It was as if he had fallen into a junk¬ 
yard. He seemed to be underneath the ex¬ 
pressway. In the blackness he could make out 
I a cyclone fence over on the left ... something 
caught in it.... A woman’s head!... No, it was a 
chair with three legs and a burnt 
seat with the charred stuffing hang- llfftBI 

ing out in great wads, rammed 111111111 
halfway through a cyclone fence.... 

Who on earth would jam a chair 
into the mesh of a cyclonefence? And why? 

“'Where are we, Sherman V* 

He could teU by the tone of her voice that there 
weren't going to be any more discussions of 
Christopher Marlowe or where to have dinner. 
“WeW in the Bronx.” 

This defining scene in author Tom Wolfe’s won¬ 
derful period piece about the l9S0s, The Bonfire of 
the Vanities , has the hotshot stockbroker, Sherman 
McCoy, missing a turn at night on a New York ex¬ 
pressway as he returns to the city from picking up 
his mistress at Kennedy Airport 
After straying with his $48,000 
Mercedes and her Gucd luggage 
into the bowels of the Bronx, Mc¬ 
Coy and his lady friend panic, ac¬ 
cidentally run over a black youth, 
and leave the scene—a few rash 
seconds that unravel McCoy’s en¬ 
tire ‘•‘master of the universe'’ exis¬ 
tence. The contrast between Mc¬ 
Coy’s cushy. Park Avenue-entitled 
fife and the netherworld ofNew 
York, with which he must con¬ 
tend and by which he is eventual¬ 
ly defeated, is the dramatic liturgy 
of a book that defined a genera¬ 
tion ofYuppie .Americans. 

This scene also mirrors the 
reality for much of our worid to¬ 
day. The 1990s are a time when 
more countries are beginning to 
share the wealth of the post-in¬ 
dustrial age, and more people are 
living better (albeit in a more 
populated worid) than ever be¬ 
fore; when an almost global “up 
from the masses” phenomenon is 
taking place. It's also a time when 
every demographer and econo¬ 
mist observes a Malthusian-type 
dilemma in its modem form: 
more rich people mean more 


HhuMHir 


poor people and somehow more extreme poverty 
across the board. 

Torn Wolfe's “vanities" motif playing off the 
plight of the disadvantaged and desperate in the 
richest city on earth could be written over and 
over again. The homeless and healthless and 
jobless, the drug addicted or gang afflicted, ire 
the shame and scourge of almost every big city 
in the western world. 

lllllBV It’s the rich man's burden. To- 

IUIAHI day, the very big cities like London 
and Los Angeles, Munich and 
Montreal, Sydney and Amsterdam, 
magnets for wealth and symbols of wealth cre¬ 
ation, are havens for the homeless as well. 

Not even the Japanese are exempt. In mid- 
January, Tokyo police were photographed evict¬ 
ing a crowd of200 squatters who had long oc¬ 
cupied an underground public walkway of the 
city’s giant Shinjuku train and subway station. 
The confrontation and press attention high¬ 
lighted the growing problem of social welfare in 
a country unaccustomed to worrying about it. 

It’s all very ironic. The number ofjapanese 
homeless is increasing with the enriching of 
Japanese society overall. The gradual break¬ 
down ofjapan's unique lifetime employment 
practice is spawning a group of street people ’ 

who are uncared for and unattended and, in a 
society that cherishes social order, unwelcome. 

It's difficult to draw the lines anymore. Certain¬ 
ly the homeless and disach-antaged in rich coun¬ 
tries get more public attention and official com¬ 
passion than the huddled masses in poor 
societies. But India, a country that symbolizes 
poverty for much of the world, has the fastest 
growing middle class in the worid today. An ac¬ 
quaintance who attended a lavish Indian wedding 
in Bombay recently commented, “Having seen all 
this pomp and circumstance, not to speak ofMer- 
cedes (cars). I’m not sure any longer whether In- 
dia is a poor country with a lot of rich people or a 
rich country with a lot of poor." 

While the debate rages among political scien¬ 
tists and social engineers, while Newt Gingrich 
in Washington ministers die rich and Mother 
Teresa in Calcutta tends the poor, there is ample 
global evidence that as the rich get richer, the 
poor don’t get any less poor. 

Unhappily, the wishful social thinking that a 
rising tide lifts all boats does not apply to those 
with leaks below the waterline. Such boats do 
better when the tide stays out.® 

Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in-chief of The 
WorldPaper. 
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Moral indifference is the “great malaise” of rich nations 

Poor united by need to organize, 



551 


E ditors of The WorldPaper conduct a 
numthly dialogue on Apple’s eWorld. 
This month the topic is “Third Av¬ 
enue or Third, World?” and focuses 
on the growing similarities in pover¬ 
ty, unemployment and social disin¬ 
tegration hi developed and developrngna - 
(ions. Ambassador Juan Somavia, 
Chile's representative to the United Na¬ 
tions and president of the UN Economic 
and Social Council, was the guest 
Wo rldPaper: Ambassador Somavia, 
how apt Is tiie comparison between the 
Third World and Third Avenue? And, 
more Important, how useful Is It? 

Amb. Somavia: It's very pertinent. 
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foster care, and the private voluntary 
agencies which support many of these 
children receive, on average, only $18 
per child per day in combined state and 
federal funding. The much-publicized 
murder last year ofseven-year-old Elisa 
Izquierdo by her drug-dependent 
mother exposed the strains on New 
York City's Child Welfare Agency and 
with them, the raw edge oflife on Man¬ 
hattan's Lower East Side. 

The litany of statistics is so over¬ 
whelming that New York City's “'haves'' 
often turn the page or switch the chan¬ 
nel when such mind-numbing figures 
are displayed. The “have-nots” live the 
numbers. Amid discussions of poverty 
and empowerment taking place at the 


United Nations complex on First Av¬ 
enue, New Yorkers themselves have 
been largely absent. Who has time to 
t hink about the Third World amidst 
everyday life in New York? 

As the agenda for the March 1995 
World S ummi t for Social Development 
at Copenhagen was forged over two 
years of preparation, a n umb er of peo¬ 
ple dose to the conference process be¬ 
gan to think about how to involve New- 
Yorkers—particularly from wi thin the 
city's traditionally marginalized, low-in¬ 
come communities—in a dialogue with 
UN delegates and others preparing for 
the summit- The effort transformed the 
way the chairman of the conference. 
Ambassador Juan Somavia of Chile, 
framed the major themes of the meeting 
for his UN colleagues as well as for the 
public and the press. 


Ultimately, the 


main messages at 

Copenhagen were “S& 

carried to the 

podium by com- 

munity activists '•. j 

from Brooklyn as jfeLita, 

well as by those 

from Bangladesh. 

The Third World HHHH 
exists not only in the poorest ol coun¬ 
tries, but also in pockets within the 
richest nations. Lasting social change 
begins with the individual realization 
that we all share the responsibility to 
address poverty, and have the capacity 
to act. © 


Shareen Hertel is a New York- 
based INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 


The problems of inclusion and exclu¬ 
sion—significant numbers ofpeople liv¬ 
ing on the margins—affect all societies. 

WP: Are Third World solutions of any 
use to the developed world, and vtoBinr* 
sa? 

Somavia: The developed world can 
leant caring and compassion from so¬ 
cieties that get along only because they 
have an abundance of these among the 
poor. The developing world can see 


that no developed society became so 
without greater social equity than that 
in many Third World countries. 

SWSomlo: Is the situation of the 
poor In the U£. really as bad as that 
of the poor In many Third 
World countries? 

Somavia: Relative to 
their own society, the poor 
in the U.S. tend to be much 
more excluded than any 
poor in the Third World. 

Moral indifference to the 
plight of others is a great malaise of the 
developed world. 

WP: To loam from each other re¬ 
quires communication. Is this happen¬ 
ing? 

Somavia: The principal new avenue 
of communication in the world involves 
non-go vemmental organizations 

(NGOs). They are the carriers of new 
consciousness. 

SWSomlo; Ambassador, bow much 
of the plight In both worlds Is setf-ln- 
fllcted—drugs, cMI war, etc. And how 
much of the plight stems from corrup¬ 
tion, whether from government or busi¬ 
ness? 

Somavia: It’s both. The way 
economies and politics work, it makes 
empowerment of people very difficult. 
There are structural limitations. But 
part of the whole problem is our own 
conduct. There has been a lot of em¬ 
phasis on our rights, much less on our 
responsibilities. 

WP: Is there a danger this Third Av- 
enue/Thlrd World comparison will gw 
rich countries an excuse to focus even 
more of their resources Inwards? 

Somavia: It is a danger, and in many 
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ways it is already happening. But the 
central feet is that if the leaders of the 
wealthy countries become uncaring 
and indifferent to the plight of their 
own people, there’s no way they are go¬ 
ing to care about the 
needs of Third World 
people. 

Doc Martin-. I agree 
communities need to 
take responsibility, but 
who will back them up? 

Somavia: If we look 
back in history, most social changes 
have been the result of social struggle, 
and we've learned about the need to 
organize. That’s the way trade unions 
were bora, women got the right to 
vote, racial discrimination was con¬ 
fronted. The difference today is that 
we have more means than before. This 
experiment in international dialogue 
is an expression of it. 

MC6SMM: Government created 
social dependency. What next? 

Somavia: We are all in this together. 
That’s the problem with them and us. 
You can’t have security for a few and in¬ 
security for the rest. It just makes every¬ 
body insecure in the long run.® 
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LOOKING FOR SHORT COURSES IN MANAGEMENT? 

• TW-week seminars in the U.S. and abroad. 

• Opportunity for graduate students to complement their academic/tedmical studies i 
the U.S. with management preparation during breaks in the academic year. 

• Special programs For corporate groups. Mtaujeuarf naMB 


Columbia Senior Executive Program 
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1 Conducted by teams of professors from leading 
U.S. universities. 


1 Scheduled and custom programs. 

Serving participants from 117 countries since 1978. 


Mwngmoeat Training & 
Dmn Sap ammt hrstttutm 
□■pi. W. PO Box 23875 
Washington. DC28828 
PlK 202-648-7910 Fan 202-646-7911 
E-Mall: MTDKMntanaaip.cgm 


MTDI 


Tt was fantastic. One of the greatest opportunities I have ever } 
had to learn not only from the speakers, but from the experi¬ 
enced people in the class. I really can say it added value to my 
professional and personal life." 

Joao A.D. Bezerra Leite. General Manager. Banco Itau S.A. 


• UP*rnfatex Gmtloiu A program that Eamework for jwvsbicr-aodpa «W»*. 

"fTSea-jpmcrauOn to customer contact in a Way tWinrohes the entire nig i min w w tl. i&trcb-if-l f 
.ami OcroitT Zf-2^ • ■ * ... 


2.Changes A fast-paced exciting cotme dcjBgried to help managers integrated 

model to respond uich anges more qukhty. frcqocndy, end 1 i x i iiip iv i icraivcly. Apr3 29-Slay 3 and 
Wavtmbtr4—B ■> ' 
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3. OU Economics and Afariictijag*. A specially designed course for managers in the oil and 
petroleum inJiatriei. May 6-24 


INSEAD 


30 June-26 July 1996 


Announcing the “Advanced 
Management Programme” from 
the International Business School 


Call for more information, and for the 1996 catalog 
with our complete portfolio of Executive Programs. 
1-212-854-3395 ext. 906 

Fax 1-212-316-1473.Web site: http^Avww.columbta.edu/cu/btBlness/execpnjfl/ 

^EXECUTIVE @ PROGlRAMS 


4. Co r p or at e Restructuring: A course that develops dolls and mob needed to assess an 
enterprise^ financial position, analyze and value its assets, develop a strategy, and after its 
capita] structure. S-19 


The School of Management also oflm a one-year Master of Science in Management prog ra m. 


Far men afamaaan n g an ii itg these pngr m m 
or tbr Master tfSeitme nt Management program. 
pUast imHott: 


ARTHUR U LITTLE 

SCHOOL 

cf MANAGEMENT 


Admimora Office 
Arthur D. Litdc 
School of Management 
Acorn Park, 80 s 319 
Cambridge. MA 02140-3 
USA. 


COLUMBIA 

BUSINESS 

SCHOOL 


Telephone 1.417.408.6200 
Fa* lAI7.40g.7IOO 


AithsrD Little 


Intcmcc adbcbnobngmtt^adlinle.cutn 


Wc live in on era of unrelenting competition. Companies that 
were acclaimed successes* only recently often struggle to Mirvue. 
Yesterday* solutions rarely apply. How can you ensure short term 
success whilst adapting to long term change? Viu must discard old 
hierarchies, strucTurr-*. recipes and find new ways of doing things. 
Our aim b not a teach -in; it is a lcjm -in. hased on uk 1 virtunu*. 
cycle - between the the experience of participants, and the 

Ajrnoud Dc Meyer, 

Associate Deanl teaching and research of our faculty. We offer no glib recipes for 

Executive Education. . . . . , . 

success, luu develop practical ideas to meet your company s needs 

and vour own through caw history analysis; interaction with participants and lecturers; 

and elective sessions. 

The emphasis is on developing the questioning mind, because it is not what 'O 
much as how you think and learn that determines success at leadership level. By seeing 
the problems faced bv fellow participants from other cultures and businesses you raise 
vour mind from narrow issues peculiar to your own business and industry. 

You learn what works best for other companies around the world; how to manage 
strategic change confidently; how to reassess your own priorities and work better with 
others; and how to develop and exploit vour leadership sldlLs so as to manage your 
resources and those of vour firm better. 

The programme lasts for an intense and demanding four weeks; short, yet long 
enough to reflect and experiment with ideas. And the benefits last throughout your 
career: the worldwide network of INSEAD alumni ha* some 13,100 members. Past 
participants consistently dtc the value of this, both personally and in business. 

To receive a comprehensive brochure immediately, call Janet on 13 (lj 60 72 42 90, 
e-mail execedfS’insejd.fr. or return the coupon below. 
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EDWIN L. Cox SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

Ranked among the fop by Business Week 
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! Our new programme brochure is now available 
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Th« Katz School Management Program for Executives (MPE) 

MFE pa/tidptata come from •roubd ih< globe, adding !heli imiauc pcrapectives 
to today’* business issues. 
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engush programs 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Moomins 
2J0—Wish Kid 
3:00—Big Brother Jake 
3:25—Blue Heelers 
4 : 00 —Tao 

5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Major Dad 
8:00—Discover the Conti¬ 
nent 

8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—A Fine Romance 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Dan 
Turner Hotly Wood Detective 
11:50—Mancuso FBI 

SUNDAY 

2:00—The FHntstones 
2J0—Disney’s Aladdin 
3.-00—Mac and Motley 
3:25—The Peak Practice 
4:10—Tao 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Baskerfield P.D 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:15—Women of the World 
9J0—Murphy Brown 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Counterstrike 
11:15—’The American Chart 
Show 

12KM)—Forever Green 

MONDAY 

2:00—Bonkers 
2J0—Richie Rich 
3:00—Bush School 
3:15—Piayabont 
3:30—Busting Loose 
4:00—Animals of the Medi¬ 
terranean 
4:20—Tao 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 


7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—The Nanny 
8:00—Baby it’s You 
8:25—-Hie Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—Temples of the Gods 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—P^. I Luv Yon 
11:10—Taurus Rising 
12:00—Ellen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2 JO—Jonny Quest 
2J0—Iris- the Happy Pro¬ 
fessor 

3:00—The Bob Morrison 
Show 

3:40— Scientific Eye 
4:00—Tao 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Thunder Alley 
8:00—Clive Anderson 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
9:10—Harry 
10KM)—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Harold 
and Maude* stoning: Roth Gor¬ 
don & Bud Oit 
12:00—McMillan & Wife 

WEDNESDAY 

2HM)—The FHntstones 
2 JO—Speed Racer 

2 JO—Dinosaurs 

3:15—The Secret World of 
Alex Mac 

3 J5—Bill Nye die Science 
Guy 

4:00—Tao 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 
7 J5—Evening Shade 
8:00—The Nature of Things 
8:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

9:10—QJELD A Song for An¬ 
nie 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Airwolf 
11:20—The Silk Road 
12:30— Second Thoughts 
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ACROSS 
t Large 
Volume 
5 Social rank 
10 School 

groups 
U Peak 
15 Poplar with 
fluttering 


18 Predicament 

17 Tub event 

18 Whirring 
sound 

19 A King 

20 Encased 
22 Published 
24 Legal 

hokSng 


25 Did pain 

28 Sevens 

29 Sticking 

33 Msdtievous 
ad 

Minded 
35 Moving 
vehicle 


36 Circle 

37 Harbors 

38 Shed 

39 Highest card 

40 Pacific 
island 

41 Wait on 

A2 Put-and-take 
top 

44 Actor 

45 God of war 

46 Castle (fitch 

47 Pestle's 
partner 

50 Clear 

54 News notice 

55 Loop 

57 Ireland 

58 Move 
indolently 


59 Alfred the 
psychiatrist 

60 Snicker— 

61 Remove. In 
printing 

62 Ogles 

63 Digits 


DOWN 

1 Appendages 

2 Tropical fish 

3 Atiocale 

4 Breathing 
out 

5 Inscription of 
sorts 

6 White 

7 Garden 
Instrument 

8 Thrice: mus. 

9 Adorns 

10 Periods 

11 Balsam erf 
Peru 

12 Wingllke 
parts 

13 Transit 
21 Watch 

sound 


23 Discard 

25 Largest 
artery 

26 Smal 
herring 

27 instant 


28 Hindu queen 

29 Glance off 

30 Elephant's 
tusk 

31 Mechanical 
device 

32 Goto 

34 Roman god 
of revelry 

37 Falherty 

38 Most soM 

40 Shore bird 

41 Strip of 
wood 

43 Teif tales 

44 Tough 
questions 

46 Silas 
Mamer, e.g. 

47 Shape 

43 Hautboy 

49 Streamlet 

50 Apportion 

51 Spanish boy 

52 Indian 

53 Golf pegs 

56 Poem 
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Crossword Puzzle 


3ann □□□□□ anno 

Dona manna nnmn 
onno □□□□□ nnmm 
aaannnna ana ana 

_nnnn nnnn_ 

nonnnn omoanonn 
nnmma amnaa pa n 
Tnan Qommo mnnm 
una manna nnann 
Dnnnnann nennnn 

__snaa noon_ 

nnnnnn nnnnnono 
^onn nnninis nnan 
annn nnnoa nana 
3nnn annnn nnmn 
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Temples of the Gods, Monday at 9:10 


THURSDAY 

1:00—Aladdin 
1 JO—Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:20—NBA 
3:45—Pirates 
4:30—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Carol And Company 
8:00—The Album Show 
8:45—Startrek 
9 JO—Murphy Brown 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Vital 
Signs , starring: Edward Asner 


& Cary Cole 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Pebbles and 
R amm Bamm Show 
1:30—Iris the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

1:40—See How They Grow 
1:50—Bush School 
2:10— Spider Man 
3:30—The Private Life of 
Plants 

4:15—Wonder Why 
4:35—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 


7 JO—News Headline 

7 J5—Short Story Cinema 

8:00—Sea Quest 

8:45—America's Funniest 

People 

9:15— Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Never 
Give an Inch, stoning: Paol Ne¬ 
man & Henry Fonda 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00 —Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Cupido 
5J0—Serie 

Extreme limite 
».Traver see du desert- 
6100 —Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
* Perou- 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
GediSon 
5:30—S^rie 

Extreme limite 
«Mensonge innocent- 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoyf special 
"Naissance J'une 
secte • 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUND! 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Gedeon 
5:20—Serie 

Extreme limite 
*Au nom du pere- 
05:50—Magazine 

Planetc en Equation 
*Les /leaves franqais: le 


Rhin el le Rhone- 
6:20—Divertissement 
L'ecole des fans 
*Marc Lavoine* 

7:00 —Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 
Gec&on 
5:30—Serie 

Extreme limite 
«I <2 clandestine * 
6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoirpius sprite 
«Le reiourde la 
tuberculoses 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaYa 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Sophie ei Virgjnie 
5:30—Serie 

Renseignements 

gen£raux 

• A i vnturier a Berlin * 
7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine 

Spons et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin animl 

Sophie et Virgin ie 
5:30—Varietes 
Taratata 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimede 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—Telefilm 

•La fille du roi• 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Alio la Terre 

• Les nombres 3 * 


—THIS WEEK’S 


HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: Tackle technical sub¬ 
jects, with the sun in Aquarius. If 
you need a tutor, hire a good-looking 
one. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Finish 
up something you promised. No 
more excuses! If you’re having trou¬ 
ble with difficult material, ask your 
friends to help. 

Tanras (April 20-May 20). Consult 
a more experienced friend regarding 
romance. You may get spuned into 
action. Ac assignment you've been 
avoiding is coming due! 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You 
may have trouble with one of your 
assigments. It’s not that you don’t 
understand, it’s that you don’t want to 
doit! 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A for¬ 
eigner could teach you an important 
lesson. Learn from the other person’s 
experience. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Work hard 
to make the money you need. That 
could also impress an attractive per¬ 
son. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You 
have way too much to do. But you 
don’t need to be so tense! Let a fan¬ 
ciful friend bring joy into your life. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). You’ll 
learn best by watching and working 
with an expert. A rowdy friend’s 
challenge could lead to excitement. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
lucky in love. You should get just 
about whatever you want! Reconfirm 
the data you’re using, too. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Spend more time ai home or In your 
room. Somebody with a problem 
may try to reach you there. Don’t 
goof around with a difficult assign¬ 
ment. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re plagued by annoying little 
mistakes and breakdowns. Use them 
to help you practice perseverance. An 
attractive friend can help you leant, 
but you’ll have 10 ask. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re smart but you have to be care¬ 
ful. Consider a dear friend’s feelings. 
Also be stingy with your money. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Your 
affectionate gesture should be well 
received. Don’t go out and spend all 
your money. That would not be wise. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: Learn to give to your loved 
ones this year, and you’ll receive 
even more in return. That means 
gifts, as well as affection. 

O (996, Tribune Media Sera ices 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Bridge 

EACH TRICK IN ITS TIME 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*KJ5 
S?K5 

0AK976 
* 10 7 6 

WEST EAST 

♦ Q10 9 4 4732 

(783 <?AQJ94 

OQJ82 01054 

*Q82 +53 

SOUTH 
+ A86 
(710762 
03 

+ AK J94 


that was already on thin ice because of 
the potential misfit Two no trump was 
a sensible compromise, and North’s 
raise to game was dear cut 
Understandably reluctant to lead 
away from a queen. West struck a 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

10 Pass 

24. 

Pass 

20 Pass 

2NT 

Pass 

3NT Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of ^ 

This deal is from a team match. The 


contract and lead were identical at the 
two tables. One declarer made the 
contracL The other was defeated, and 
there was nothing that declarer could 
do to alter the outcome. 

South had a rebid problem. To 
introduce hearts at the two-level would 
have overstated the Quality of South's 
second suit and complicated an auction 


opening salvo. Declarer played low 
nom dummy. East won with the jack, 
cashed the ace and continued with the 
queen of hearts. South’s ten was a 
stopper and, even though the club 
finesse failed, declarer coasted home 
with nine tricks. 

At the other table East took some 
time before playing to the first trick. It 
was most unlikely that South had bid 
no trump without a reasonable sem¬ 
blance of a heart stopper. Since it 
seemed that the defenders were going 
to need four heart tricks to defeat the 
comma, Ea*» elected u> allow for the 
possibility that West’s lead was the top 
of a dnumelon, and simply signalled 
encouragement by playing the tune. 

Even "with the heart trick in the bag. 
declarer had only seven fast tricks — 
eight if the spade finesse succeeded. 
Trie only chance to get home was to 
hope that the club finesse was right so, 
after cashing the king of dubs, declarer 
crossed to dummy with a high dia¬ 
mond and ran the club tea West won 
aod reverted to hearts—down one. 


HOW THE TOPPLB2 I 
LEFT HIS MOM. J 

Now arrange (be ended letters to form 
the surprise answer, as suggested by 
the above cartoon. 


MUR1AD 


Answer hers: 1111} ,N "LUJU 

SION 

NJ dfi nqi I — uiotu siq ljaf Jajppoi atp MOff ’jarasuv 
wniava 1N=LLX3 d3HHS HIOTD :s«*$nv 


> SlApSjIX -- 

I couldn't wait for 
success ... so I went 
ahead without it. 


the way. 


He who hesitates is some¬ 
times the smartest one in the 
office. 

• • • 

Your word is free to give, 
but it’s one of ihe most valu¬ 
able things you own. 

• • • 

Loyalty can only be 
earned, not bought. 

• a • . 

Many people find that the , 
harder they work, the Judder j 
they geL 

• • • I 

Time is a thorough and , 

demanding teacher and the j 
best you’ll ever have. 

i 

© 1996.TiSmk Mafia Sovice* , 
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“A MOTHER'S PRAYER" (MCA/Univeisal, ) : 

Linda Hamilton CThe Terminator") recently earned a 
CableACE Award for this drama, made for cable's USA 
Network, about a woman stunned by the news that she has 
tested HTV-pOMtive. She then dedicates whatever time she 
has left to finding a new home for her son (Noah Fleiss); Kate 
NeHigan, Bruce Dem and actor-musician RuPaul also 

appear. **tPG-13: AS, P) 

“BRIAN WILSON: I JUST WASN'T MADE FOR THESE 
TIMES ” (LIVE ,): The legendary member of the 

enduringly popular music group The Beach Boys is profiled 
in this documentary, originally shown on cable's Disney 
Channel and quite frank in its approach, not glossing over the 
personal problems that have affected Wilson's career. His 
daughters Camie and Wendy are seen performing with him. 
*** (Not rated: P) 

HELD OVER: “THE NET” (Columbia/TriStar,): 

Sandra Bullock had another star vehicle with this 
suspense-dram a, casting her as a reclusive computer expert 
drawn into danger by a handsome and enigmatic stranger 
(Jeremy Northam). She ends up battling for her very exis¬ 
tence in cyberspace, as members of a conspiracy who think 
she’s learned too much try to erase her identity; Dennis 
Miller also appears. ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

“ABOVE SUSPICION ’ ’ (HBO,): This drama’s ini¬ 

tial showing on HBO had sadly ironic timing, since it coin¬ 
cided with star Christopher Reeve’s paralyzing horse-riding 
accident. He plays a policeman shot in the line of duty and 
paralyzed. When his wife (Kim Cattrall) then cheats on him 
— with his own brother, no less—he devises a plan to elim¬ 
inate them, believing no one would ever suspect him, ** 
(Not rated: AS, P, V) 

"AMANDA AND THE ALIEN' ’ (Republic,); Not 
seen much since her slim on “ Baywaich ," Nicole Eggert 
resurfaces in this fantasy, fust shown on Showtime and offer¬ 
ing sort of a comedic take on “ET.: The Extra-TerrestriaL" 
She plays a modem lady who meets up with an otherworld¬ 
ly being, one that’s not quite as friendly; Michael Dom 
(“Star Tret The Next Generation") and Stacy Keach also 
star. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: “IXSHWDCrtColumbia/TriStar, Jan. 
30): Antonio Banderas plays the weapons-skilled anti-hero in 
director Robert Rodriguez’ remake of his own “El Mari- 
achi.” (R) 

“SOMETHING TO TALK. ABOUT” (Warner, Jam 30): A 
woman (Julia Roberts) takes decisive action against her hus¬ 
band's (Dennis Quaid) widely known infidelity. (Rj 

“THE BIG GREEN’ ’ (Disney, Jan. 31): Sort of a “Mighty 
Ducks” of soccer, this comedy casts Steve Guttenberg as the 
coach of another team of underdoes. (PG) 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity: P. profanity: V, violence: 

O 1996, Tribune Media Services p 
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Hay at Amman Hotel 

Excellent services to 
valued customers 

• HAYAT AMMAN Hotel which opened recently in offers 
excellent services to its valued customers. 

The hotel consists of 18 suites, each of features a living 
room, equipped with satellite TV (22 channclsl. a private tel¬ 
ephone line, a living room which extends to a spacious dining 
room, and a fully ajuipped kitchen. There are three sizes of 
suites, with one, two and three bedrooms. 

Each suite has a bathroom, a store room, and a balcony. 

The hotel contains a large lobby for customers, a visitors’ re- 
ception, an oriental restaurant, comfortable elevators, fire I 
alarm detection, a fire fighting system, and sufficient parking g 
space for residents’ and visitors’ cars. 

The Hotel provides 24 hour sen.'ices (room cleaning- 
laundry - and room services). Secretarial services are provid¬ 
ed in our business center as well. ^ 

Hayat Amman is currently in the process of constructing two 
swimming pools (out door and in door), a health club, a la¬ 
dies hairstyle salon, a gift shop, car rental services and a cof¬ 
fee shop with a beautiful view. 
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La Jordanie se rapproche de 
VVnion europeenne 


• Selon le ministre jordanien de VInformation, Manna Moasher (noire photo), la 
Jordanie est sur le point de eonclure un accord de partenariat avec VUnion 
europienne. «Nous avons fait des progres dans nos negotiations avec I’Union 
europeenne, et nous rdpondons h la majorite des criteres d’eUgjbilite & Paide* a 
diclari cede semaine MMoasherau court d’une rencontre avec lapresse. 

La signature d’un accord de partenariat permettrait a la Jordanie d’obtcnir une partie 
des 60 milliards de francs f 8,6 milliards de JO) promts sur cinq ans par l'Union 
europienne aux pays du Proche-Orieni et d'Afrique du.Nord. 

S - x P • j O j. M.Moasher, qui pense qu 'un ou deux rounds de nbgociations seroni nbcessaires pour 

lirm emen t tr&n C 3.1 S QU O t 3.T signature de cet accord, espire atttindrt cct objectif avant le mois dejuln. 

UppiCUltUL ^ 11 Ai-ttliyuia UU uuIA Up %^ dcrU protocole financier entre I'UEet laJordaniecouvraUlapiriodeaUantde 

199J a 1996pour un montant d’environ 750 millions de francs (environ 107 millions 
deJDy. 




SELON 



Qu'il semble 

loin le temps ou les Jorda- 
niens se passion naient 
pour les oeuvres de litidra- 
rure et de podsie frangaise. 
Voili trente ans. les li- 
brairies d'Amman diaient 
encore gorgdes de romans 
cTAlexandre Dumas, de 
Victor Hugo et de tant 
d'autres livres traduiis en 
arabe & Beyrouth ou bien 
au Caire. 

Le collier de la reine 
n'avait pas de secret pour 
nous. Nous connaissions 
Notre-Dame et le Louvre, 
nos reves nous conduisam 
de Vannes & Belle-lie en 
compagnie de ce coura- 
geux mousquetaire vdtu 
d'une soutane. Nous ddies- 
tions les Thenardier et 
pleurions les malheurs de 
Cosecte. Nous maudis- 
sions la socidtd et la mala- 
die qui ont rdduit en 
miettes la vie de la ravis- 
sante <-Dame aux camdli- 
as*. Trfts jeunes, on nous 
apprenait le respect d'un 
certain Charles de Gaulle, 
dont la mart provoquait en 
nous une grande tristesse. 
Au coeur de ce pays trfes 
anglophone, une certaine 
francophonie s’dtait instal¬ 
ls. 

Queiques anndes plus 
tard. en decouvrant Paris 
pour la premiere fois, 
nous restions eblouis de- 
vant le charme exquis de 
Versailles et le talent de 
Gustave Eiffel, cn oubli- 
anl presque les splcndeurs 
ndcs en Orient. Puis, la 
place de fa Concorde et le 
spectacle des Champs- 
Elvsdes effaeftrent douce- 
ment de nos memoires le 
souvenir de la soeur ju- 
melle qui defic hero'f- 
quement J Histoire depuis 
quarantc siecles sous le 
soleil de Louxor. 

Par la suite, tandis que 
la France appliquait dans 
la region une "politique de 
princes*, la «ramboma- 
nia* ef la -jacksonmania* 
dtaient administrdes 5 nos 
enfams dans leurs bihe¬ 
rons. C'est alors que na- 
quit 1'idec en France de 
conquerir certains pays, y 
compris to Jordanie. cn 
proposam la francophonie 
commc miraeulcu.se there - 
pic. 

Quinze ans apres. lc bi- 
lan est helas ddeevant car 
les pronouns dc ccttc idee 
ont raise sur ia iangue 
seule pour v parvenir cn 
omettant lc role primordial 
dc la culture. 

En loumant leur regard 
vers la France, les Jorda- 
niens esperaient trouver 
dons cette grande nation, 
mere de la culture mo- 
derne. un remftde permet- 
lant a leurs enfams 
deviier le de'chircment en- 
tre lc vide intcllcctucl et b 
dureic dc Ja socidtd mo¬ 
dems. Helas. la France 
dont ils revaient. cl qu'ils 
ont jadis connuc. ne res- 
semble cn ricn a ccflc 
qu'on leur propose. Ellc 
leur parait Oirangcrc cetic 
France darts bquelle Va¬ 
nessa Paradis remplacc 
Madame de Stael. San An¬ 
tonio pnend la releve dc 
Moiierc et Jacques Pradei 
sc deguise en Jean Vai- 
jean. 

AnjourdTiui. on ne peut 
pas qualifier la Jordanie 
dc pays francophone, ni 
de pays francophile 
comme par lc passd. 11 
pa rail grand temps dc rc- 
dresser fa situation ct 
d’essayor dim poser dans 
cc pays unc nouvellc stra¬ 
tegic fundee sur un renou- 
veau de la France idle que 
les Jordanicns font con¬ 
nuc. ct non pas une France 
arti fiddle poneuse de 
fausses valeurs qui rise¬ 
quent de provoquer unc 
reaction de francophobic. 


Suhail A1 Sweis 


Journee de la francophonie 


Une journee mondiale pour la Iangue frangaise 


Quarante neufs Etats, soit 400 millions de personnes, etaient appelees hier d celebrer la journee de la francophonie. 
L’occasion de s’interesser a la place que lefrangais occupe en Jordanie a travers deux aspects differents: l enseignement 
de cette Iangue dans les ecoles publiques du pays , et la publication d'une revue litteraire arabo-francophone. 


Le francais ne fait pas ecole Un certain dialogue par l’ecriture 


Curieux de decouvrir la culture et la Iangue frangaise, certains 
Sieves tentent d’apprendre lefrangais dans les ecoles publiques. 
Mais ils ne sont pas beaucoup aides dans leur demarche. 


Choisie par le mi¬ 
ni stere de ^Education pour die 
fa deuxi&me Iangue dtrangftre. 
le frangais. faute de moyens. a 
du mal & trouver sa place dans 
les dcoles publiques. *C'est en 
1965 que la ministire de 
('Education a signi un accord 
avec I’ambassade de France 
pour lancer I'enseignemcm de 
cette Iangue dans les ecoles 
publiques*. explique Abir 
Amouri. res pons able de Ia 
Iangue frangaise au ddparte- 
ment des manuels scolaires du 
ministftre de 1'Education. 

En 1965. 1'enseignemem est 
devenu optionnel pour les deux 
classes secondaires, l'dquivalenr 
du lycde. A paitir de 1993. 
suite & la r6forme du systbme 
dducadf, le fraosais est resti'fa- 
cultatif mais il a 6t£ introduit un 
peu plus tot dans le cursus sco- 
laire. d&s le coll&ge en- 8feme, 
96me ou 104me cfasse. *Cela 
veut dire qu'il y a pratiquemenl 
cinq armies d'apprentissage Ju 
frangaise ajqute Abir Amouri. 

11 y a quatorze &oles pu¬ 
bliques re parties dans trois 
villes (IrbldL Zarqa et Amman) 
qui enseignent le francais. i rai¬ 
son de deux Ecoles par gouver- 
neraL Ainsi h Amman, quatre 
£coles donnent trois cours par 
semaine pour les classes de 
8&me. 96me et lOfeme (les 
dISves ayant entre 13 et 16 ans) 
et deux cours par semaine pour 
les classes du secondaire. Ces 
cours optionnels peu nombreux 
ne permettent pas aux (lives 
motives d'apprendre le frangois. 
faute de moyens. «On ne peut 
pas augmenter le nombre des 
ecoles qui enseignent le 
frangais a cause d’un manque 
de professeurs et ausu de In - 
res. qui sont generalcmcnt un 
don de Vambassadc de 
France». explique Abir Amou- 
ri. 

Multiplier les classes dc 
frangais n'est possible que si le 
nombre d'dlfcvts ddsireux d'ap¬ 
prendre cette Iangue augmenle. 
Or. on constate un manque de 
motivation, souvent dG h 


1‘ absence d'orientation vers 
cette Iangue. Beaucoup ne sa- 
venl pas que le francais peut 
leur serv-ir pour trouver un em- 
ploi dans lc domaine du touris- 
me ou de I'interprdtariat. 


Peu de motivation 

D'ailleurs, dans les (coles 
d'hotellerie. Ie frangais est de¬ 
venu un cours obligatoire pour 
la lQfeme classe. «Avec 
I’ouverture de la Jordanie vers 
la France et les pays franco¬ 
phones. il fallail renforcer 
Forientation vers le frangab. la 
signature de la paix aidant a la 
promotion du tourisme*. ex¬ 
plique Hayel AlamaL ensei- 
gnant de frangais qui a partici- 
p£ avec plusieurs professeurs h 
Idaboration d'un livre en 
frangais pour ITiotellerie (Le 
frangais fonciionnel de ITiotel- 
lerie). 

«Dans ce livre. nous avons 
respecte la philosophic dc 
t‘Education Narionale tout en 
essayam de mettre I’acccnt sur 
les centres diintieh des Gran¬ 
gers qui vierment.en Jordanie* 


explique Hajfct Atagfitt r P° ur ra s'epqnffw dans la re¬ 
fer. tous les livres d'enseigne- 
ment du frangais viennent de 

France et les Hires peuvent se Oroub El Abed 



Le frangais a du mal d s'imposer dans les Scales pu¬ 
bliques, loin derriere l'anglais et bien sur Tarabc. 


Societe 


Entre diplome etranger et piston 

Pour les jeunes diplomes jordaniens a la recherche d 'un premier 
emploi, la situation est actuellement des plus difficiles: un tiers 
des sans-emploi est en ejfet consume de dipldmes imirersitaires. 


Le probleme du 

chomage qui touche au- 
jourd'hui chaquc nouveau 
diplom( s'accentuc rapidement. 
Pour les jeunes sans emploi, la 
situation devient de plus cn 
plus difficile. D'autant plus que 
les raisons avanc£es par les em¬ 
ploycurs pour refuser un poste 
ne leur laissent pas beaucoup 
d'espoir. 

Faire ses etudes a 1'^tranger 
reste cn effet un gage de qua- 
lite. - J’ai presente man CV a 
un ehefd'cntreprisc". explique 
Lina, diplumdc cn finances. -Il 
a refuse de me donner le paste 
pour deux raisons: parcc que 
je suis une femme et parce que 
jc n'ai pas de diplome obicnu 
a 1'Granger-. 

Omar, diplome en gesuon. a 
lui aussi 6t( surpris par les r£- 
ponses du geram d'un grand 
hotel lore d'un entretien 
d'embauche. -J'ai etc surpris 
dc constater qu'il n'tnait mime 
pas jete un coup d'oeil a man 
CV. Je croyais qu’il emit a la 
recherche d'une personae for- 
mee a la geslion, mais il m'a 
gentimeni montr£ le bar en me 
disant que je pourrais cam- 
mencer ma carriere comme 
barman.» 

Un peu deboussoles par ces 
reponses. beaucoup dc 
diplomas cherchenf alore a 
completer leur formation pour 
mieux r(pondrc aux demandes 
des employeurs. A i'instar de 
Suzanne, diplume en psycho¬ 
logic. qui c here hail a enuer 
dans unc unc association Inter¬ 
nationale cn Jordanie. Dev ant 


le rcfus des responsablcs qui lui 
reprochaient de nc pas ctre titu- 
laire dun diplome dc maitrisc 
obtenu a l'ctrangcr. die a deci¬ 
de dc coniacter le bureau dcs 
bourses scolaires pour tfven- 
tuc! lenient poursuivre scs 
etudes. - Mais la. ils mom re- 
pondn qu'il me fallail an mains 
cinq annees d'e.xperience pro- 
fcssionr.ellc pour y ti\oir 
droit. • 


Les diplomes apres 
les passe-droits 

Du cot( des cntrcpriscs. s'il 
n'cxistc pas dc crufcres d'em¬ 
bauche recilcment di finis, 
beaucoup dc patrons avouent 

preferer un diplome obtenu a 
I'fitrangcr. -Jc prefire let 
diplomes de lit ranger car tls 
possedent bien souvent heuu- 

coup plus de connaissances •, 

concede lc Uirectcur d'une 
banque. Fayez Samara, chef de 
service dans 1'enireprisc «Sys- 
temes inf'ormaiique ct commu¬ 
nication-. as one avoir la meme 
tendance. -Jot un penchant 
pour les diplome s dc let ranger 
car ils me paraissent avoir de 
meitleures dispositions. Mats 
chaque embauciie depend bien 
sur de I'entretied prealable. • 

Eire unc femme repr£scnlc 
aussi bien souvent un obstacle 
a I'embauchc. -Dans la Ji- 
nance. on prefrre employer des 
ItoiTunes *. explique lc dircctcur 
d'une cm repmc locale. 
femmes utanees ont beaucoup 
de responsaMitrs. c: les 
femmes ceiibahurrs \»r>t wu- 
jours chez leurs parents Je 


souhaite que nics employes 
soient dispambles pour leur 
trenail, ce qui est plus souvent 
lc cus avec les homrncs.* 

Si les employeurs scmblcnt 
apprecicr ;•.> cursus ((rangers, 
ils n'adoptent pas pour autam 
le.s methi»des d'embauche utili- 
s<fes a incurs. -A /'Granger. Ia 
selection esi plus scicniifiquc et 
plus egale-. reconnait un chef 
d'entrcpn.vc qui a im-mcmc tra- 
vaille bore des ironlierrs jorda- 
niennes. * Les regies sont fixes, 
et on est sur que la bonne per- 
snnne se Irouie u la I'onne 
place » 

Un autre phcnomfcnc fausse 
Ics rtglcs du mareftf du travaif 
en Jordanie; «Ic piston-, appeltf 
Un grand nombre dc 

jeunes traijille dans dcs do- 
maines qui nc correspondent 
pas j leurs specialisations. Des 
posies qu'ijs nobticnnrni que 
cracc a icure relations. Unc si¬ 
tuation qui, selon lc dircctcur 
d’une cntrepri.se jordamenne. J 
tendance a sc dcvcloppcr dans 
lc pays. -'Ll plupart des gens 
emhaitches ces demurs temps 
dans man cimepnsc font cte 
par +hiWW+. * 

Pour Jcs jeunes diplumes, la 
situation devienl done ires 
compliquec. Car mfime s'ils 
possedent Jcs competences rc- 
quiscs. ils nc peuvent pas etre 
surs Oc trouver un emploi cn 
r.tison des passe-droits accor- 
diis ii unc certaine categoric dc 
L prrpulation ■ 


Rania Nunu 


La revue s<...en attendant» se propose d'etre une tribune pour des ecrivains franco¬ 
phones et arabes peu ou jamais publies. Une publication permettant de reunir des 
auteurs de cultures differentes qui se rejoignent dans leurs ecrits. 


seruir un peu perdus car le 
contenu est loin dcs realties 
jordaniennes 

Assez difficile, la longue 
frangaise d(courage aussi beau¬ 
coup d eleves. #La curiostie in¬ 
cite les eleves a choisir cette 
Iangue, car ils aiment son ry- 
thme chantam et la civilisation 
quelle represented a joute AI 
Huda. enseignante h I'dcolc 
publique dc Soukinah. »Mais 
apres quelque temps, ils arre- 
tent d'assislcr aux cours u 
cause des difficulty rencon- 
tries . v 

N’ctant qu'un enseignement 
facultatif. le frangais ne pousse 
en effet pas toujours a faire dcs 
efforts. D’autant que, selon 
Hayet Alamat. certains direc- 
tcurs d'(coles ne prennent pas 
toujours cette matifcre au s(- 
rieux. 

Or. ce soutien est primordial 
pour le dgveloppemenl de la 
Iangue frangaise h l'(colc. tout 
comme la creation de ddbou- 
ch(s pour les francophones. 
Cesl cn tout ca* ainsi, sefon 
Hayet Alamat. que *lefrangais 


«L‘interact ion et 

lc dialogue a\'cc am mi (...) en¬ 
tre deux longues enracinees." 
Est-cc vraiment en cela que 
consistc (’importance dc ccttc 
publication franco-arabe. tnticu- 
Ide «...en attendant.* 

En attendant quoi? Godot, 
qui s'doignc toujours aprfes les 
guerres atroccs? Ou bien cn at¬ 
tendant Ics pocmes qui nc sonL 
pas dents, tcls ceux dc Jean 
Demo, deerits par Ahmad 
N'Sour dans sa nouvelle -Jean 
Demo, pofcic d'un scul poemc.* 

* ...Neuf guerres mondiales 
destructrices: noire monde a- 
i 'ait change*, declare Ahmad 
N’Sour en s'inspirant. pour 
batir sa nouvellc. du cas cxcep- 
tionnel du poblc irakicn qui 
toume et vagabonde, toujours 
ivre. dans Ics rues et les bars 
d'Amman. Deux guerres, trois. 
quatre.... neuf. Ahmad N’Sour 
oppose la destruction ct la pod- 
sie. anrivant ii la conclusion r(- 
signfie et absurde: -Ainsi. la 
maitresse absolue. la plus belle 
de laplantoe. n'ajaqiais. pu lire, 
le pocme de Jean.* j « t|f) 
Expression d'un monde deru- 
sd. comme lc rove des amants 
"Sous les pnctis de Vautnbus* 
dans lc podme de I'frakicn Fad- 
el Jawad. II nc reste dans cc 
monde ddtruil que -dcs veux 
qui surveillent* ct deux 
homines qui se baitent pour unc 
femme, non pour l'honorcr ct 
I'aimer. mais pour l'abuser. 

Une certaine ddiil/usion qui 
explique peut-etre la mdlancolie 
lyrique que Ton retrouve dans 
les podmes du Jordanien Mar- 
wan Hamdan. Ce jcunc podte 
qui sc declare «au volume dc 
I'ecriturc*. evoque rctcmclle 
Iragcdic du pudtc cn abordanl 
letcmellc question: est-cc 
qu'il sc repose?*. Unc question 
il laqucllc il repond indircctc- 
ment cn icrminant par ces 
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Le dcuxicme numero de la revue franco-arabe +~.en attendant» vient de parakre. Une 
publication reatisie avec le soutien des services culturels de I’ambassade de France. 


. mots: "il plcure .. Dans cc 

..jet que parcouri lc poftme.de.. Sidphan-Fctry? 


du 

Ou 


Frangais 
bien du 


matin ju*qq’it la^^o^e^-^e^son^. compatriotc, 
nuir, dc la voix exquise du chu- AleXrt Fita. qu 


exquise 

chotemem jusqu'aux plcurs. 
dcssinant dans le miroir les 
traits humains d'un pofttc. MaJ- 
hcurcusement. cette extrait du 
rccucil, qui est I'un des meil- 
Icurs, a perdu beaucoup dc son 
style ct dc son originulitd dans 
la version frangaise. 


«Une mSmts 
maison humaiiw •» 

Si la mdlancolie. I’dcra- 
scmcnl cl (a deception chcz les 
jeunes dcrivains arabes peuvent 
s'cxpNqucr par Ics ftvdnemcnis 
du siftcle ct les realites nais- 
sanies dc l'aprcs-gucric du 
Golfc. que dire dc cette nou- 
vcllc bourrcc dc mots tcls que 
vomi. (erase, suicidd. ohscur. 


qui satraque -au 
cimetii’rc des vivants > el crie 
-je n’ai plus envie de ricn. 
quelle tristesse .» 

Est-cc I'angoisse hcritee de 
Sartre ou bien unc autre, diffc- 
rcntc. relevant d'un monde pri- 
ve d'cnfancc? -Cnmbien de 
jours a vivre sans enfams- sc 
demande lc jeunc pofttc. 

Est-cu unc crise qui touche 
tous Ics jeunes. un tunnel dans 
lequcl ils s’engouffrent? Quel- 
que chose de commun qui se re- 
pand non sculemcm autour de 
la Mcditcrranee oil dcs civilisa¬ 
tions miifcnaircs. qui ont donne 
naissancc ii la civilisation hu- 
mainc. sont appelees u sc ren- 
enntrer. mais partout dans lc 
monde. 


Hay at al Hoayek Attye 


-...en attendant*. livre l. Re¬ 
vue disponiblc au Centre cutiu- 
rel frangais. au service culturel 
frangai*, a. la tibrairie Philadel¬ 
phia. Prixtl JD. 


Exposition 

Nawal Abdullah: «Je suis nee pour peindre» 

Pour Nawal Abdullah, article jdYdanienne, la peinture fait partie depuis toujours de 
son existence. Elle expose actuellement ses oeuvres au Centre culture! frangais. presen- 
tant a cette occasion pour la premiere fois des tableaux de grande taille. 


Depuis les premiere 

moments dc son existence. 
Nawal Abdullah vit avec I'an. 
Aussi loin quelle se souv ienne. 
l'art a toujours occupd ses pen- 
se'es. 

"Tvutc mu i- ie. fai sent it 
que j'etais nee pour pcindrcf...) 
C’est pnur ccla que j’ni hwi- 
mencv ma carriere artistique. 
Au debut, j'ai suivi lc chcmin 
de la peinture traditiounelle, 
pour cnsuitc. en 1974. inleg re r 
t'Erolrdes lieaut-Arts de Flor¬ 
ence. jusqu’en 1978. Ce que je 
conserve Je cctur pdriode, c’est 
le temps que j’ai passe it ob- 

sencr. rcvanlcr en detail 
toutes les irmres qui it went it 
nut ftortee. pour decouvrir I'un 
en general. Ainsi. lc* portraits 


que j'ai realises a unc certaine 
epaque etaient influences par 
Modigliani - 

EUc reconnait avoir cu la 
chance dc vivre sa passion. 
-Savoir pcindrc est une chose. 
Pouvoir mettre en pratique ce 
savoir en est unc autre. J'at cu 
la chance de disposer tics mo¬ 
yens cconomiques ncccssuire-s- 
pour etudicr el suivre nui car- 
ribre*. Des contruimcs mate¬ 
riel Ics qui. scion die. expli- 
quent "un certain tassement dc 
la production dcs peintres dans 
fn region*. 

Aujourd'hui, la peinture dc 
Nawal Abdullah pnScnte unc 
enmhinaison harntonieusc dc 
couleurs. donnuiil uii rythme 
nature! u sa peinture. exprimant 
si»n etre .spot it and, ouven et li- 



brc. 1-es cnulcurs employ ees, la 
torcc tlc^ inns, correspondent 
nux differentes periodcs de la 
vie dc I artiste. 

Concemam la notion des- 
pacc. Nawal Abdullah, suit une 
evolution qui a commence nice 
dc pci its rablcnux -Jc me sen- 
tais plus a Paise sur des hriles 
dr pclilcs tallies*. Ensuitc. 
avec lc temps, snn pinceau a 
pris plus de lihertc. -Je profile 
de cette exposition pour pre¬ 
senter dcs tableaux de plus 
grande taille*. 

Son reuvn: s'apparente au 
eourant de (’abstraction lynque. 
nc il y a pres d un dcmi-siftclc. 
qui comptatt parmi ses fnnda- 
teurs frangais Soul ages. Schnei¬ 
der. Mathicu. Riopcllc ou Han- 
ui. Selon lc critique amcricuin 
Harold Rosenberg, cc coursnt 


aniMiquc avail pour but 
1'expression sur la toile -dr. 
meme contenu meiaphysique 
que Vexistence de Port isle*, cx- 
duant toutc valcur politique ou 
morale. 

C’est bien cenc demarche 
que suir Nawal Abdullah, cn 
avouant que sa seule source 
d'inspiration csl sa propre cxis- 
tem’e. 

Installee prnfcssionellcrTwnr.’ 
sur sa tone natale. NawaL 1 ^ 
travers scs toilcs, renforce fcs.V 
forts liens amoureux qui la lieht 
a son pays ct 5 s-a rami lie. En 
resume, s'il y a une influence, 
ifaprfts I'artiMc. ellc est de toutc 
facon irtconscicntc et nourrie dc 
son experience pas sue et pid- 
senlc du monde dans lequcl die 
uvalue. M 
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Ce dont semble cn tout cas 
' fdmbigner le poftme du Sdnega- 
lais Bachir Tamsir Niane qui 
ddcrir une jeunesse *decaptiee 
sur le plateau colonial #. 

Une certaine similitude qui 
paraif logique au yeux du grand 
poftte Adonis, qui dans la pre¬ 
face de *...en attendant*, ex¬ 
plique que "la Iangue creative 
(...) n’est. en fin de compte. 
qu’une seule et meme maison 
luunaine » dans laqudle s'af- 
firmeru les desirs des jeunes 
d'instaurcr -le dialogue et 
(’interaction*. ■ 


Mari el Dedems 


Pour cette exposition au Centro culturel frangais, Nawal 
Abdullah a decide de presenter des tableaux de plus 
grande taille. 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda francais d'Amman 


Cinema 

Fin du cycle Frangois Truffaut 


"Halvin' d’Advle H» le 25/03 a 20h00 au Centro cul¬ 
ture! frangais. 

"Virement dimndie* Ie 26/03 a ISh30 a la fonda- 


tiun Shoman. 


Peinture 

Jusqu'au f)2/0i exposition au CCF des ceuvres de 
Nawa! Abdullah, artiste apparentee au mouve- 

dwftus) t,bslract, ° n l - vri< 5 ue " (voir article d- 
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Activities 


aise 

phonie. 

■ignement 

me. 

:ure 

'ns tram.a. 
reimir c Us 
s. 

udant 


Royal Cultural Centre...— 661026/7 

American Centro Library.—__820IQ! 

British Council........ 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..._637009 

Goethe Institute---— 641993. 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)..,... 610858’ 

TurkishCuIraral Centre-639777 

Haya Arts Centre---665195 

Y.W.OA..,.:;.._:_641793 

Y.W.MjA ..-.664251 

Darat sil.Funun.—_-.643252 

Alia An Galleiy.639303 

Babdnfl Art Gallery........—657132 

Nabil Al Mashuji Theatre.—..... 675571 . 

Nabjl'i Hishani's Theatre . 625155 


Concord Cinema... 

Plaza Cinema.... 

Philadelphia Cinema_ 

_ 677420 

. 499238 

.634144 

■ Sports Chibs 

Al Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club.... 

...667181/5 
.81049! 

Royal Automobile Club. 

Roval Shooting Club. 

.815410 

.736572 

- Royal Chess Club. 

- 673713 

09-80P33 


. 670900 

Amman Mun. Libraiy..63A111 

Univ. of Jordan Library. 843555 

R.S.C.N_ 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


The Prime Ministry -.-.64J211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture ..686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs..666141 

Culture/Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy &. Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance..636321 

Foreign Affairs.:.- 644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.......641467 

Interior Ministry.. 663111 

Justice--...»___..... 663101 


Labour. 698186 

Municipalities & Environment-641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning ..644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health . 665131 

Public Works fit Housing .— 668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies. 602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation. 680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 
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Algerian.641271/2 

Australiao. 673246/7 

Austrian .:.644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian ........ 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian .. 818151 

Canadian .. 666124 

Chilean _ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech ..671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French -. 641273/4 

German.... 689351 

Greek-—... 671331/2 

Hungarian. 815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan .. 693101/3 

Lebanese.... 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699/619693 

New Zealand Consulate..... 636720 

North Korean .;... 666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine..*.—.. 677517 

People's'Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish .. 637153 

Qatari..682666 

Romanian...— 667738 

Russian.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian . 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate_645312 

South Korean... 660745/6 

South Africa...811194 

Spanish. 614166/9 

Sudanese.:.:. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan.-. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish ....*,.-,^..-..,... ; 64l251 
U.A.E. —H-Jfcrt . 6433477643141 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen .. 642381 

EEC Delegation .—. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


. 667029 

Aeroflot .. 

. 641510 



1 Air France.666055/667824 1 


... 688301/2 

Air Lanka . 

•'ttwidn 


625203 

Alyemda (Air yemenj 

.653691 

American Airlines. 

. 669068 

Arab Wings. 

.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 1 

Balkan Airlines.. 

. 665909 

British Midland. 

. 694802 

British Airways . 

. 641430 


. 628596 

China Airlines. 

. 636232 

Cvprus Airways. 

. 667028 

Delta Air Lines. 

.643661 

Egypt Air. 

. 630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

.653613 

Hungarian Airlines .... 

. 622275 

Iheria.. 6378'>7/644n3fi 1 

Iran Air. 

. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

.62'U75 

1 Korean Airlines ... 676624/6622361 

Libyan Arab Airlines.. 

... 643831/2 1 

Lufthansa. 

.601744 1 

Malaysian Airline 639575/6534461 

MEA. 

. 636104 1 

Olympic. 630125/638433 1 

Philippine Airlines. 

.640200 

PI A .. 

. 625981 

Polish Airlines . 

. 6259S1 

Qantas . 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 

. 678321 


. 639333 

Scandinavian-Airiines. 

.604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

...... 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 

.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 1 

Svrian Air. 

. 622147 

United Airlines. 

.641959 

USAir... 

..694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 

. 637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline.... 

. 623430 

Turkish Airlines. 

. 659102 

Yemenia Airways. 

.628175 

Queen Alia Airport. 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. 

.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.■-. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-AhJi, Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-AI-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636I4I 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints. 666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.S96390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan..77411 I/I9 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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|H| Comfort, 

JiL Hotel Suites 

jl. Luxury 

Tel 

Fax 

Jt Comfort 


@ Service 

6 

A Location 

5 

In the ^ of 

S 
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NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 




THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


ro * 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.3I352I 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar.314340 
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01 ■ There are certainly so 

1 ■ many ways to 1 enjoy the 
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Most welcome to phone 
Most welcome to come 
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Mecca SC. At - Gbar&tbeh 
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Center Te!:S62135 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o-Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darod Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Pt£*a 

-Hut. 

Wnriri’s No. ■ Pizza Chain 

Now Open 

our new Restaurant in 
University Street, 
across from the main 
entrance of the 
University of Jordan. 



Many Villas & Apartemems 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhiaseh Center. 



True Vacations come to 
■ live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 
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We save you more 
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Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 
-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 
-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 
-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

By David Roberts + Bartlett 

, (r( jV | Philadelphia Borik Shop (Gardens) facing the Mosque. Tel 605861. | 
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Cafe Restaurant 

Different 
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•label AnuiMn Tel: 
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Funny Bunny 


Sii^S 


Funny Bunny 



THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUM BERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


Mnadliwh Mmun)*mh Si. 

TeS: Sfe5279 


STUBEG E-SAaa 

Professional Quality in I 
Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

•“ JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
'B' free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

ShiTieisani- Opp. Grind- 
lays Bank. 

Phone : r.0-041 
Swefieh. Phene S23S91 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Anunan. 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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AQABA GULF HOTEL 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 
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CHAD 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 
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Advertise 
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The Rest PIZZA 

us at 

in Jordan 


( OINK- IN. TAKE AWAY & DELIVER^' t 


Mecca sL Jab'r Trade Center 


m: S21938 
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The most deUdoos 
Arabic Sweets 

1 

i 

All types of Bread 

i 
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Cakes & Pastries 

k 


7th circle. TeL 820099 


PIZZAS, SNAC' 

S.-JI-. J T.l. 
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UB CBHTBE FOB 08KIS SERVICES 

^Professional Drycleaning - 
* Shoes Repair 
* Darning 
^Engraving 

*Uphotstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber A Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 



THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


lOCPPh IAN IA OP' 

uuoj s i ' \ni \Ls- 



> P 8 li t: Q 
£ il ?! D it 


■j! 3 il 

i: 'ji !• ! I. ;; 

<! ii V I ■ :: .■■■ 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center; Mecca SL Phone : 821656 & 814714 




CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Wasfi AI-TalSt 

Tel: 695180 
ft Fax: 682525 


service 


*raaepfct 




>arake?2 As 

4*ComputerizedEngim ... . K 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services 4? wheel balance maintanance •> - 


we offer;- 

4 * Computerized Engine Check ♦ Electro Mechanical car check 
_•_ dl v M _ .1 An. 'Vish services ^ h'KoaI KvIohm momnnr 

4? Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 
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««UECA 


Not ati u cafe r s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Have you 
noticed: 

Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and on-line services. 

The Workstation 
page is tinning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Star^N ETS.com. Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


The Internet introduces new,advertising and 
marketing opportunities for Middle East business. 

An era of e-commerce 


INTERNET IS the single most 
exciting development in 
communications and comput¬ 
ing. Some believe that it is 
causing a kind of revolution 
equivalent to the launch of the 
personal computer. 

The real, unmatchable power 
of the Internet lies in its access¬ 
ibility to the tens of millions of 
users around the world. The 
result has been 
around 45 million 
users on 'the Net' to 
date. 

Just imagine. 

Millions of people, 
navigating the Inter¬ 
net. looking for new 
items of Interest 
It's an advertisers 
heaven. 

Arabia On-Line, 
with its expertise in 
utilizing the 
resources offered 
by the Internet, 
aims to introduce 
Arab and Middle 
Eastern business to 
this world of elec¬ 
tronic commerce. 

The Internet’s impact 


the week. 

If you're involved in the 
media business, you’ll be 
pleased to know that Arabia 
On-Line can carry your 
magazine, newspaper or news 
wire service to a potential of 45 
million readers. It an excellent 
medium to reach new audi¬ 
ences and could be quite profit¬ 
able if you sell subscriptions 



promoting and selling tradi¬ 
tional gifts and handicrafts, you 
can reserve your space at the 
Market in E-Arabia where you 
can display your products in an 
attractive way and actually sell 
to customers using their credit 
card numbers. Once you try 
this sales channel, you will real¬ 
ize how much you're actually 
saving compared to traditional 
marketing and 
sales costs. 

As an added 
touch, and to 
promote cultural 
exchange on the 
best and most 
interactive 
medium for such 
exchange. Arabia 


On-Line 


has 

opened 

the 

door 

for cultural 

and 

information 


centers 

at 

the 

Culture 

& 

Art 

Center 

in 

E- 

Arabia. 

It's 

an 


Arab Institute for Banking holds Internet workshop: 

Demonstrating the benefits of 
the Internet 


THE ARAB Institute for Bank¬ 
ing & Financial Studies held a 
workshop about the Internet on 
7 March, to explain the uses 
and benefits to be gained from 
ihls international network. 

The workshop was sponsored 
by Black Box. the US-based 
company that produces data 
communication products, which 
was represented by Mr Yousef 
Al Alami, President of 01 
Vision. 

At the event, there were 
specialist guest-speakers and 
participants from a number of 
organizations including the 
Arab Bank. University of 
Jordan, Business Optimization 
Consultants (B.O.C.), Arabian 
Office Automation and others. 
In addition, of course, to 


information system specialists 
and managers from the Arab 
Institute. 

Mr Sami Ai Tahcr, a Black 
Box Internet expert, explained 
and summarized the many uses 
of this worldwide network and 
discussed topics including 
Mailing Lists, email. File 
Transfer Protocol. E- 

Addresscs. Internet Card 

Catalogue. Telnet. Archie 

Database, Usenet. World Wide 
Web. Veronica, Wide Area 
Information Services and vari¬ 
ous Internet tools. 

Mr Osama Anquod of Busi¬ 
ness Optimization Consultants 
(B.O.C.) explained the feasibil¬ 
ity of advertising and 

promotion opportunities 

available on the Internet and 


possibilities the Internet opens 
for print media to reach a wider 
audience. He also discussed the 
many benefits of exposure to 
be gained by Jordanian busi¬ 
nesses. carrying their message 
to the international market. 

This educational seminar 
provided a brief look at the 
training courses offered at the 
Black Box Laboratory in the 
Arab Institute for Banking & 
Financial Studies, which are 
held on a monthly basis. Ttain- 
ing is jointly sponsored by 
Sprint and Black Box. 

The laboratory is equipped 
with the latest modems and 
communication-net working 
products and serves the Middle 
East and North Africa regions. 


STS and Sun Micrososystems give a seminar 

Internet— Your gateway 


at the Marriott Hotel: 

to the world 


on 


business is already very appar¬ 
ent. with thousands of business 
transactions talcing place all 
over the world on the Internet 
everyday. With thousands of 
sellers and buyers already on 
the Internet, Arabia On-Line 
can offer you a golden 
opportunity to catch the Inter¬ 
net boom and get to all those 
Middle Eastern buyers. 

How? There are a number of 
ways. For starters, you can 
reserve an advertising position 
on E-Arabia, the Arab city in 
cyberspace with buildings each 
providing the user with 
different types of information 
and entertainment 

E-Arabia, the first service of 
its kind, is where users 
interested in creating links with 
the Arab World electronically 
are meeting. As a matter of 
fact. E-Arabia has been visited 
every week by over 250.000 
interested individuals so far 
and the number is growing by 


on-line or offer on-line 
advertising opportunities to cli¬ 
ents. Judging by the tests run 
on the initial publications that 
are on offer at the news tower 
in E-Arabia, there is a phenom¬ 
enal number of visitors weekly, 
interested in reading one or 
more of the newspapers and 
magazines available. There .are 
literally thousands of readers. 

Getting back to 
what's offered to 
businesses 

interested. Arabia 
On-Line provides 
companies with the 
platform to convey 
information about 
themselves and their 
products. Taking 
their electronic 

involvement one step 
Arabia On-Line 

companies to provide 


excellent place for 
thousands of users 
to look up the agendas of 
cultural activities at a variety of 
centers all over the Middle 
East. 

Remember, if you act now, 
you'll be there before your 
competitors and you'll get your 
message across to those 
millions of users 
Internet. 


SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL 
Services (STS), in cooperation 
with Sun Microsystems, held a 
seminar at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel on ‘Internet— Your 
Gateway to the World'. 

Mr. Ram zi Z eine. General 
Manager of STS. discussed the 
services offered by his 
company to connect organiza¬ 
tion to the Internet, utilizing 
Sun rmemet Server, and 
explained that these systems 
are already in use at leading 
Jordanian organizations includ¬ 
ing the National Information 
Center, the Central Bank of 
Jordan. Jordan Mobile Tele¬ 
phone Services and others. 


Mr. Ramez Dindin. Market¬ 
ing Manager of Sun Middle 
East, v as one of the guest 
speakers who talked about the 
history of the Internet and its 
uses in the fields of finance, 
trade, cducai'on and 
entertainment. 

He said that 60ft of the Web 
servers in use worldwide are 
made by Sun. 

Also from Sun Middle East, 
was Mr. Sho Win. Support 
Manager, who discussed the 
means used by companies to 
connect to the Internet. 

He also highlighted the 
features of Java, the popular 
Internet software introduced by 


Sun and which was recently 
licensed by IBM. Microsoft 
and NetScape. 

Local guest speakers 
included Ms. Hiba AI Majali. 
of Computer & Engineering 
Bercau (CEB), who spoke 
about the Oracle Web Server 
and Mr. Majdi Shawcesh. of 
Sprint Jordan, who discussed 
the nature of the internet 
service to be offered by Sprint 
to the Jordanian public. 

The seminar attracted a huge 
number of participants which 
was a clear sign oT the popular¬ 
ity of Internet topics among 
Jordanians. ■ 
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Home PC sales plummet 


l 


v 


COULD THE PC revolution be over? Is the decrease in the 
growth rates of PC sales, internationally, a signal of .(he 
saturation of the market. 

According to many business reports coming from the USA, 
Europe and South East Asia; it sure looks like that. 

These svmptoms can be felt in both the corporate and home 
PC markets, but more on the home PC front as consumers 
begin to refrain from purchasing PC units ai the same rate. 

A prediction by Dataquest. the well-known market leseahJi 
and consulting firm, states that there will be slower growth in 
the US market for home personal computers this year. 
Dataquest expects the market to grow in 1996 by only eight 
percent. Following last Christmas’ disappointing sales in the 
US. PC suppliers arc already complaining. 

In contrast, studies in the Middle East show an expected 
increase in PC sales for 1996. but the Middle Eastern market 
has not reached a state of maturity or saturation like the US 
market; so it’s understandable that we've still got some time 
to go. 

How does this slowdown affect us users? Well, it doesn’t 
really. This is mainly bad news for computer manufacturers, 
vendors, distributors and resellers, who will have to accept the 
decline in PC unit sales. 

Maybe somethings wilf make up for this, tike increased 
sales of hardware peripherals, such as modems, data storage 
products and multimedia accessories. 

In any case, sales of PCs will continue to increase in 
absolute figures. Let's hope that the decrease in the growth 
rate isn't used as a pretext to increase prices. ■ 


Internet costs in Jordan 


News update 


Satellite communication 
helps treat patients in 
Jordan and Lebanon 


in 


on the 



To 
the 

offered 
Arabia 
contact 
Haded 
at 

Media 
Concept's 
offices on tele¬ 
phone number 
++ 962 6 


achieve 

reach 

ty 

On. 

Ms. 

Rashid 

Arabian 


further, 
allows 
on-line 

technical support to customers, 
saving them a bundle of money 
in communications bills. 

For companies and 
individuals interested in 


650444, fax number ++ 962 6 
650888 or email 
amc@ , arabia.com. Also, if you 
would like to check out Arabia 
On-Line, to explore the 
contents of E-Arabia, log into 
address: httpyjarabia.com on 
the WorldWideWeb. ■ 


• American Telemedicine 
International (ATI) has 
announced the start of its oper¬ 
ations in both Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

Jordan is the first country to 
inaugurate a medical satellite 
station, at a cost of $13 
million, called Hashem 1, 
providing full audio and video 
communications. 

Through a satellite link 
between Mayo Clinic in Mas¬ 
sachusetts and Ai Hussein 
Medical city in Amman, dia¬ 
gnosis for cases can be 
provided by doctors in the 
USA, and sent to doctors in 
Jordan. 

In Lebanon, health insurance 
companies may request a sec¬ 
ond medical opinion from ATI. 
by which specialists at Massa¬ 
chusetts Hospital provide 


consultation on cases 
Lebanon, via satellite link. 

These developments are in 
line with ATI's aims to build 
the largest communications 
network in the medical field, to 
serve die different needs of 
patients all over the world This 
network will also assist in 
teaching medical sciences. 


Sun's revenues are on 
the Increase 


• Sun’s operation in the Mid¬ 
dle East have witnessed a 
marked growth in revenue of 
50ft in the second quarter of 
the current financial year, end¬ 
ing 31 December. 1995. 

This success in the Middle 
East reflects Sun's general 
success internationally, with an 
increase of 54ft in profits, putt¬ 
ing the company's profits at 
S126 million for the second 
quarter of the current financial 


year. 

During the final quarter of 
last'year. Sun won a number of 
large contracts in the region, 
including a natural gas 
company in Qatar, a communi¬ 
cation s company in Lebanon. 
Abu Dhabi's Investment body, 
the Municipality of Abu Dhabi, 
the Shlomberger Corporation, 
and technical colleges in 
Dubai. 

Sun had also strengthened its 
position in the growing Internet 
market by the introduction of 
Java. 

Also. Sun has recently 
announced the first workstation 
system to utilize the UltraSpark 
processor, which should put 
Sun in a leading position, in 
terms of defining the standards 
of performance for desktop 
computer systems in the 
region. 

For more information, 
contact Sun at telephone 97J 4 
36633? or fax 971 4 366526. 


As the end of the month is upon us. and Sprint's official 
launch of its Internet service in Jordan is scheduled for 27 
March, it's worth considering the issue of the cosl of the 
proposed Internet service and user reactions to initial rates 
available. 

According to unofficial sources. Sprint may charge some 
JD 35 per every five hours of Internet use. Tlu's figure may 
not be correct. In fact. I personally expect Sprint to offer a 
rate better than that. Still, the rates will be more expensive 
than Internet access rates in other countries. However, consid¬ 
ering the high costs incurred by Sprint themselves and the rel¬ 
atively small target market in Jordan, it may be 
understandable. 

Home and single users may feel somewhat worried about 
the prospects of being charged too much, by their standards. 

The arrangement by which they are charged by the hour 
may also cause discomfort to people who want to surf the 
'Net' for several hours a day. 

People who really need Internet access, to search for 
critical information or utilize services that are important to 
them, are the ones who will be willing to pay this sum. 

Others, mainly in need of email services, but who would 
naturally like to surf the Internet if given a chance, may 
choose to stay with their less expensive BBS services; 
services like NETS and Access for the time being, because 
they offer an inexpensive means to send and receive e-mail 
internationally. Considering that over 80 percent of all Inter¬ 
net use is for email, it would seem reasonable to assume that 
users will choose the cheaper way to utilize email on the 
Internet, even if that means they won’t be on-line. 1 

So this is the question. Will Jordanian users be slow to 
adopt Internet on-line services, and stick to Bulletin Board 
Services for some time, which are experiencing phenomenal 
growth at the moment? It's not really clear yel. but there 
should be some son of half-way solution by which BBS 
operators are offered Internet access, possibly through Sprint. 
That way. they can work together, for our benefit. Well, 
anyway, it’s an exciting time for Internet and on-line services 
enthusiasts in Jordan. Keep your eyes and ears open in the 
coming couple of weeks as we sail deeper into cyberspace. ■ 
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For American monk, 
fighting drugs begins 
with Buddhism 


68th Oscar awards held 25 March 

Appollo 13 and Casino 
expected to win best picture 
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By Keith B. Richburg 

LA - Times- Washington Post News senes 


SARABURI. Thailand—When Gordon 
Baltimore was nine-years-old. he watched 
a man overdose in a public toilet. It was a 
pretty ugly scene, the man swaying in the 
doorway of a bathroom stall, vomiting 
and incontinent, until he finally collapsed 
and died. 

For young Gordon, growing up in 
Harlem in the 1950s and ‘60s. it became a 
seminal experience, one that forever 
turned him away from drugs. 

Now. 35 years and several continents 
later. Gordon Baltimore's life journey has 
brought him to a remote, serene village in 
Thailand's Saraburi province, nestled on a 
mountainside and surrounded by ancient 
images of the Buddha carved from rock. 

Dressed in a monk's brown robe and 
with his head shaved, he is second in 
command at Wat Thamkrabok. one of 
Thailand's better-known drug treatment 
centers, which is controversial'both for its 
methods and its newer role as a refuge for 
Hmong people from Laos. 

He is known here as Phra Gordon, or 
Brother Gordon, a Buddhist holy man. 
Thailand's black monk. Sometimes, he 
said, he is just referred to as "the black 
guy," the street dude from Harlem who 
walks taller than most, and whose rapid- 
fire speech now mixes a few Thai phrases 
with American street slang. 

Much happened to Gordon Baltimore 
between Chat scene at the toilet and his 
arrival in Thailand 18 years ago. At 16. he 
joined the merchant marine and hopped a 
ship. 

At a stopover in Penang, on Malaysia's 
west coast, he met Bob Dcnard. the 
infamous French mercenary who was 
recruiting commandos, "Being an Ameri¬ 
can black, they think you know every¬ 
thing about guns." Baltimore recalled, 
though he says he didn't. 

He boasts of becoming a soldier of 
fortune and pan ici paling in some of the 
world's most notorious conflicts Bui he 
said a close encounter with death in 
Namibia frightened him. 

So he rook a long trip, uinding up in 
Thailand. After a two-hour bus ride out of 
Bangkok, he wandered onto the grounds 


of Wat Thamkrabok. 

“I'm not crazy." he said, recalling that day. 
"But I heard someone say 'You've cunie 
here at last.* After the war and all that. 1 got 
a feeling of peace " 

He has studied Buddhism and 
relinquished most trappings of modernity, 
including riding in motorized vehicles— 
and. he said. “No wine, women or song." 

"There's a difference between training a 
person to take a life, and training a person 
to give back a life." Gordon Mid. After 
Harlem and the life of a mercenary , he said. 
‘This is the last stop for me." 

Gordon's domain is Wat Thamkrabok. 
meaning monastery of the opium pipe, it 
sprawls over 784 acres and treats an 
average 500 drug addicts each month— 
people trying to break the grip of heroin, 
opium, cocaine and crack, amphetamines, 
sleeping pills, even alcohol and cigarettes. 

Most arc from Thailand, but about a 
third come from abroad, as far away as 
Europe and the United States. 

The treatment lasts anywhere from 30 
days to six months—and Gordon says us 
success comes from his stem edict for each 
new patient: "Once he starts his program, 
the only wav he can quit :s when he is 
dead." 

An official of the Thai government's 
Office of Narcotics Control Board 
expressed doubt about War Thamkrabafc's 
claim of success. 

Supodjancc Chutidammng said she 
believes that it is more of a short-term 
detoxification center than a long-term 
rehabilitation program, and that most 
patients who undergo detoxification 
typically relapse into narcotics abuse. 
"They use some kind of herbs to get the 
narcotics out of their bodies." she Mid. 
"But detoxification alone is not successful 
in Ihc long term" 

'The success rate is .. nm 70 percent" as 
Wat Thamkrabok claims, she said. 

The board, which keeps record', of all 
accredited non-governmental drug- 
treatment programs in Thailand, initially 
provided some funding for Wat 
Thamkrabok but Mopped after ihc monas¬ 
tery became self-sufficient. 

Wat Thiimkrahok'v i-onrnnrr.sia) method 
is what Gordon calls j mix that is SO 
percent spiritual and 2il percent medicinal. 


He says the guiding principles of the 
center are that every disease can be cured 
through prayer, thjt ' every human being 
has in his brxiy chemicals he can call on" 
to fight disease and that belief in a higher 
being is an integral part of treatment. 

For the medicinal part, the patient is 
given a foul concoction of herbs. One 
shot-glass full on the first days makes the 
patient vomit uncontrollably and lose all 
strength—including the strength to try to 
run away. The herb mix continues for five 
days. 

During this time, the patient is 
hypnotized to instill obedience and 
adherence to the pr*.g m. which Gordon 
concedes amounts to brainwashing. With 
the patients in a weakened slate, they go 
to sleep listening to tape recordings of 
repeated chants by the monks. 

“For 30 days, minimum cure, the 
patient is nothing but a robot, and wc push 
the button—when he cals, when he 
sleeps." Gordon said. 

Once they are cured, the patients write 
down a vow to May drug-free and then 
swallow the piece of paper. They arc 
warned that the spirits wiJJ punish them if 
they break Uw vow. 

Patients arc given a telephone hot-line 
number and a coded name and arc ordered 
to check in periodically by sending a pho¬ 
tograph every 18 months and returning to 
Wai Thamkrabok every 30 months fu 
prove they have remained drug-free. 
Gordon say* mo-t patients arc eager to 
keep in touch, sometimes c-en pitting ads 
under their code names in Bangkok news¬ 
papers when they arc too busy or other¬ 
wise unable to he m personal contact- 

"Wc maintain our own security." 
Gordon said "Police force, judpe. jury. 
The method of punishment is the bamboo 
stick." 

There are 30H monks at Wat 
Thamkrabok. under the leadership of the 
76-ycar-old abbot. Phra Chamroon Pamc- 
hand. and they are subject to the same 
rigid rules and discipline. Two monks arc 
pm in charge «l 2fi patients, and. Gordon 
said, "if a "patient iin't cured, the monk 
must explain why " ■ 



FOLLOWING ARE the nominations 
for the 68lh Academy Award. Oscars, 
which will be held on 25 March. 

Best picture nominations: A/nttb IS. 
flnhe. Brtivelu'url. The Pmtmwi. arid 
Sense Ami Sensibility 

Best actor nomination-,: Nicolas 
Cage, in leaving ins \ exits. Richard 
Drcytusv in Mr llnlltunl's Opus, 

Anthony Hopkins, in Nixnn. Scan 
Penn, in Dead Man Walking, and 
Massino Troisi. in The Postman, Susan 
Sarandon, in Dead Man Walking, 

Elisabeth Shuc. in Leaving Las Vegas. 

Sharon Slone, in Casino. Meryl Streep, 
in 77tr Bridges of Madison County, and 
Emma I'hnmpsnn, in Sense and Sensi¬ 
bility were those nominated for best 
actress. 

Best supporting actor nominations: 

James Cromwell in Babe. Ed Harris in 
Afhdlo 13, Brad Pitt in 12 monkeys. 

Tim Roth in Bob Roy, and Kevin 
Spaccy in the Usual Suspects. While 
best supporting actress nominations go 
to Joan Allen in Nixon. Kathleen 
Quinlan in Apollo 13. Mira Sorvino in 
Mights Aphrodite Mare Wumingiumi 
in Gear gut and Kate Winslet in Sense 
nod Sen.ubilin 

Nominations for best director: Chris 
Noonan for Bubc. Mcl Gibson for Brave- 
heart, Tim Robbins for Daui Man Walking. Mike Figgis for 
Leaving Las IVga.f and Michael Radford for The Postman. ■ 











